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PEA ?E & TRUTH 


may meet together 


Wherein is contained the excellency 

benefit, and neceflity ofgood Government and 

made to the Houfe ofCommons, and afterward DublinL) 


oome mattertare propounded to the ConfiderationoftheMinifiry, ,nd 

alto to particular (and to all) Opinions. 71 “ 
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calling of perfons to places of chief Government, the 
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To my dearly beloved Countrymen (/Eng¬ 
land, and to all of what Country foefer, 

namely , to all fucb as loyc the true t onely 
ydo) tons, and bleffed fed ., and endeavor 
unfeignedly to do his mil , to Juch as 
have obtained life precious faith with 

us ■ Cjracc , Mercy , and Teace be toyo% 
through the acknowledging of God' and 
of fefus fhriU our Lord. 

Dcarfj Bclovcdy 

p °r» the ferious and often confideration of that happy 

and blefled condition, and unparaleld benefit, which the 

bldTed Angels do (and the elert Children of Cod (lull) 

enjoy to Eternity, in having God for their defence, and 
tneir exceeding great reward. 

« l l benefits thereof, for number and ereatnefs, far 

exceed what the eye [of man] hath feen, or the ear heard, or what the 
heart of man can conceive. ' 

n 19 i n ri J, 0n8ft ^ th / rprivi,edgesan ‘ i bencffts rhis “ noC the lead, That they 

n Uw ? goven ? them > fwhofe W i( doin'is mod abfolutely 

perfed) to lead them, and to diretft them. y 
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Rei/tL 19. II. John faith, I faw heaven open, And behold a white 
horfc, and he that fate upon him was called faithful and true } and he 
judgeth and fight eth righttoufly. 

Vuf. 12. %sfr.d his eyes were as a fame of fre t and on his head 
Were many erowns t and he had a name written f that no man knew hut 

himfelf . . it- 

Verf. 13. And he was clothed in a garment i'.pt in bloody and hit 

Name tt’.w called, The IVord of God. 

Verf. 14. And the hofls Which were in Heaven, followed him upon 

White horfes,&c. 

Verf. 15. esfndout of his mouth went a (harpfwordy that With it he 

JhaUfmite the Heathen j andrule them, &c. 

From this place (being full of confolation) Ilballonely collet this 
one point of Obfcrvation, ( pertinent to the matter by me intended,) 
namely, That the whole hoafi of Heaven t the blefed Angels, the Saintt 
and Children of Jody (hall have this unmatchable, this exceeding great 
benefit; namely, They (ball be guided, ordered, and governed, by the 
Word of God. All the Hoafts ofHeaven followed the Word of God 
upon white horfes: Which lbewcth,That this (ball be the happinefs 
of the blefied Angels and Saints, to be guided by, and fubjeCt to the 

Word of God. 

We may eafily difeem our own weaknefs, in guiding our felves; we 
all, like fheep, are apt to go aftray, and to run into many dangers. 

But God is infinitely wife to direct us, he is ftrong to proteft us, he 

is rich in mercy, abundant in mercy j as the heavens are higher then the 

earth, fo is his mercy. 

He likewife is able to fill and to fatisfie our Souls with good things, 

with him is the well-fpring of life. 

Glorious things are fpoken of thee, 0 thou City of God. 

By this means, namely, by being guided by C]od> we (hall not need 
to fear. We may lie down, and reli in peace, becaufe the Lord is our 

Keeper ; read Pfal. 23. 

The confederation of this leads me further to confider of Govern- 
ment amongft men here on earth. 

Upon diligent enquiry into the revealed will, and minde of Cod t re¬ 
corded in the facred Scriptures; Ifinde, 

That, on earth, it is a matter of the higheft concernment to have good 

Government , good Shepherds > fuchasare fentof God, 

Search the Scriptures, and you (ball find, That when the People en- 

jpyed- 


- I. 


/♦yed godly, wife, faithful Coventors , they were endowed with many 
other lingular and great ble (Tings from God. 

On theconttary, when their Governors were corrupt, the ^People 

were difturbed, opprelTed, and alflidied. ■ • 

The Scriptures afe fo dill, fo copious, fo evident in the proof of this, 
that I (ball (pend the lefs time in quotations. 

Read the ftory of the Judges, the book of Kings , and the Chronicles 
of Jfrael j and that (being tieffed to you by God) will help you clear¬ 
ly to difeern the truth of this matter. 

The experience of all Ages will (hew, That from good and evil Go¬ 
vernors proceeded the pro ferity and adverfity of the Nations : Search 
the Chronicles and Records of the Ages and Times, from Mofes his 
time, to thefe days wherein we live, and it will evidently appear, That 

from this principle, from this root, namely from Government , arofe 
the pro ferity or adverfity of the People and Nations. If we look 
but back from the time of King Henry the eight, we (ball fee this 
State tolled to and fro, fuitably to thofe per Cons that were the princi¬ 
pal Goverhors, and that both in religious duties and in other temporal 

matters. 

The experience, rhe Records of all Ages do abundantly teftifie (being 
duly weighed and confidered) of what great concernment Government 

is or, to render a people blefled, or defpifed of (Jod. 

To the intent that we may the better and more clearly fee the lingu¬ 
lar benefit that it is, to have a good Governmenty I (ball propound 

briefly djffle particulars to confideration. • 

For inflance, look upon the univtrfal Works, the Creation of God* 

Confider the Sun how it goeth his due courfe, not falling to perform his 
great journey, round about this world, irt twenty four hours; the Sun 
knoweth his riling, and his going down, not altering nor failing one 
minute of time, nor failing one foot of ground in all his great and un¬ 
wearied journeys; 0 how excellent are all thy Works O God. 

Confider likewife thofe excellent vertues and operations with which 
the Sun is beautified and enriched, as namely, 

Firft, Light, which Ibeweth man the way and work he is to per¬ 
form; without light Man is miferable. ' 

Secondly, The Sun heateth the air, and comfPrteth man, and all 

creatures. ' . 

Thirdly, The Sun caufeth the bud of the herb to fpring forth, it 

caufeth tnc Corn to grow, whereby man is nouri(hed» 
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Now confider whence or how this creature the Sun is fo wonder¬ 
fully and excellently made, is it not from the wifdom and excellency of 
the moft high God that made it, and govemeth it ? 

Now let us but confider. That if Crodfhould but with*hold his hand. 


if God fliould but withdraw himfelf, his wifdom 
fulnefs, his skill, for want of fuch a Work-mafter, 
of God would be confufed and fail. 




>wer, his faith- 
glorious works 


This fhevveth, that there is a neceflity for the well-being of matters 
of great confcquence, efpecially (fuch as are the Governments over 
andamongft men) that the Governors be chofen men ; we cannot be 
too circumfpc& what Governors we do receive, and that they be men 
chofen of God , &c. If we err in this Governor , we fhall tinde that 

great trouble will follow. 

Confider likewife the Stars of Heaven, which although they are to 
us innumerable, vet every Star hath his proper place : they go their 


jppo....w. t -—-----/ •—r "7—y *- o — 

alteration, performing thofe operations to them appointed. 

Confider likewife the Tydes, how they do ebb and flow, keeping 
witHin the limits of time and proportion j Thus far they flow, andfo 
return, in their due and appointed feafons. 

And doth not this come to |>afs from the excellency and perfection of 


jarring 


that God that created, and is the Governor of 
Confider likewife amongft men, in every [ 


guide and g 




the work be 


U 


it and ufeful work, if 
and able, doth not the 


nably 


On the contrary, if a foolifh man, a difordered perfon, have the 
government in chief of fuch matters, are they not likely to fail and be 
confufed } 

Confider likewife in a Ship, when the Matter is godly, wife, skilful, 
and able, is not the Voyage by him likely to come to good iflue ? 

But on the contrary, if a foolifh, difordered, unjuft man be the 

Mafter, is not the undertaking endangered, if not overthrown t 
And is not this matter, namely, the Government of a Common- 

wealthy to be looked upon with as much regard ? 

Ought not men to be very heedful and circumfped, who, and what 

manner of perfons they accept to govern them ? 

Doth not this matter immediately concern Gods glory ? 

Doth it not concern the pood and comfort of our Souls, of our Bo¬ 
dies, of our Eftatcs, and of our Children ? 

Yes 


Yes certainly, the matter is of great concernment. 

And yet are we not to lament this, namely, That men oft rufh up¬ 
on the chufing of Governors, as the horfe into the battel, with too 

little fear or wit ? 

Men are too much of thefe tempers: 

Fiift, Either they will admit of no Government , whence fprmgetn 
mifery, confufion, and every evil work; by this means fomefay, as 
Pharaoh faid to Mofts, Exod. 5.2. Who tithe Lord , that /Jbottld 


let Ifrael g 

- — « ill i 


Ifrael go ? 1 know not the Lord 


Thus will it be with many who acknowledg none to be their Rulers. 
' And fome David fpeaketh of, Tfal. 12.4. who (ay in their hearts, 

Our tongues are our own , who is Lord over tu ? 

Thefe men know not whac they do, they defirc that which would 

affuredly make them miferable: But of this in another place, if God 

will. , * 

Or fecondly, Others they defire to have Government, but they con¬ 
fider not of how great concernment Government is of. 

Hence it comes to pafs, that like the people in Samuels time, men 
Will have a King, they will have a Governor, not duly weighing and 
confidenng what maner of Governor they defire; whether he be godly, 
or ungodly; whether he be wife, or foolifh; whether he be a man 
fentrfGod, ora man of their own inordinate defires; whether he 
come in (to be the true Shepherd) by the door of Gods Word, accord¬ 
ing to the rule there preferibed, or whether he come in at the window, 
or creep in fome other way,by friends,beauty, riches, eloquence, fraud, 
flattery: Thus lamentable experience teacheth us, hath been the praftife 
ofthe People and Nations, from the time of Samuel to this day, too 


whether he be wife, or foolifh; whether he be 
or a man of their own inordinate defires; whe 
»the true Shepherd) by the door of Gods Word, s 


°^Hence it cometh to pafs, that fo many Wolves enter into the ftiecp- 

fold, who mifcrably devour, periecute, deftroy the ftieep. 

The confederation of thefe mifcrics, which arife from, and attend up¬ 
on thofe people that have wolves in flieeps clothing inftead of true 
Shepherds, occafions u$ to (earch and enquire what may be the true 

ground or fountain whence this evil fpringech. 

There are two main and principal Caufes which occahoned God 
to fuff M/rael to be fo mifled, fo feduced, fo deceived, foaffliaed. 


UIUV.U) _- 

Becaufe the people flighted, dif-efteemed, and 


undervalued this pearl of great price, namely, to have God to be 
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King 
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King, and to have him immediately to choofe their Governors for 
them. 

The fecond Reafon was, Bceau r e the people did not diligently ob- 
ferve, and cleave to the Commandments of God, but itiftead thereof, 
they followed their own inventions. 

And if we (hall warily confider, what the caufe hath been, and is, 
why the People and Nations have done, and do fo mifearry in their Go¬ 
vernments, it arifeth from thefe two fore-named Grounds, namely, 
theflighemg Gods Mercies, and departing from preferibed Rules. 

For the firft of thefe read 'Dent, 6. 1 1, to i6> where God admonifh- 
eththem to take heed, and to beware, left when they had abundance, 
when they had eaten, and were foil, that they did not then flight, dlf- 
efteera.or forget God. 

Realon God gave them in this admonition, as namely, becaufe vey/1 
i a. God brought them out of Egypt, out of a low condition j verf. i y. 
and becaufe God was a jealous God among them, and left the wrath of 
God were kindled againft them to deftroy them. Notwithftanding 
thofe and many other Exhortations and Cautions which the Lord from 
time to time laid before them to warn them, yet theyfoon and often 
turned afide from God the Fountain of living water, and digged to 
themftlves broken Citterns, that would not hold good water. 

And touching the fecond, namely, their departing from the Rules 
preferibed,A/o/« did often admonifh them,as in this Chapter, verf.t6 . 
Te (lull not temp: the Lord pur God,&c, Verb 17 . Bu tyou [hall keep 
diligentIj the Commandments of the Lord your God , and hie Tejlimo - 
nies , and hn Ordinances , c rc. 

Dearly beloved, this is very apparent, That Government is of very 
great concernment: Therefore it is to be prized at a great value. We 
ought, with great diligence, to feek and to fearch the Scriptures, that 
fo we may find the right and pure way preferibed, owned and blefled 
by God for the choice of our Governors. 

By this means we Hull obtain a blcfling from God, we (ball have 
true Shepherds, we lhal! difeover wolves in (beeps clothing, who flily 
creep in to devour and to deftroy t If God fo often willeth us to take 
heed to keep all his Commands, thetvccrtainly this, which is off© great 
concernment, is not to be flighted, but valued at a high price. 

Now to the end that we may more deeply imprint this in pur affecti¬ 
ons, and that we may never forget the great good and benefit of good 
Government, it behoves us to confider what (hould be the Reafon that 

God 


0 
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God permitteth iuch corrupt Governors to be in the world. It is not 
becaufe God wants either Power, Wifdom, or Will to do us good? 
for as a father pitieth his children, fo, and much more is our Gods favor 
toward us. And as the Heavens ate higher then the Earth, fo is his 
Mercy,&c« God is of great bounty,abundant in goodnefs.rich in mercy. 
If it be fo, as it is certainly fo, then we may learn this, That the caufe 
why God fuffereth us to err in this matter of Government, is for his 
Glory, and for our learning, for our good. 

Good things are beft feen to be good by their contraries. 

The benefit of light is beft difeerned when we have been in dark- 
nefs. 

Theabfenceof the Sun and cold in Winter, caufeth us to value the 
benefit of his nearer prefence in the Summer. 

The full loathcth the hony-comb, but to the hungry bitter things 

feem fweet. 

When God brought Jfracl out of Egypt, he could have brought 
them to Canaan a nearer way. 

God feeth it meet,that we mutt fow in tears, before we reap in joy. 

God placed sldam>om Grandfather,m happinefs, he valued an apple 
at a higher price then Gods favor, therefore God made him to know 
forrow, that feeing the difference, he might be more wary afterwards, 
and value better things according to their worth. 

Ifrael was Gods firtt born Son, and God beftowed this favor (not 
to be enougfvvalucd) upon them, namely this, That he did immediately 
appoint the perfons that fliould govern them. But Ifrael were full, 
ana fat, they were wanton, and flighted Gods mercy in this matter : 
Therefore God fuffered them to reap the fuiit of their inventions. 

* They difliked that form of Government which God had preferibed, 
which God had owned and blefled. 

They would alter that form of Government appointed by God, 
namely that of Judges,and they would have a King. 

Againft this form of Government by Kings God exprefly declared his 
diflike; for here note, it was not about the perfon, but about the form 
of Government , the difference lay direftiy between Government by 
Judges, and Government by Kfrigs. They were at the firft concent that 
Go/fhould choofe the perfon, and to make him King, who the Lord 
their God cfeofe: But,after they tell more grofly, they chofe Kings them- 
felves, without enquiring of God-, aslpurpofc, if god will, to fhew 

afterwards. 





























Well confider we of it, God gave them it King in his Wrath, &c. 
Note well what God faith, Dent. 28. 47,4 s * Becattfe thoufervedft not 
ihe Lord thj God With joyfulnefs , and With a good heart , for the abun¬ 
dance of all things : 

Therefore thou Jhalt ferve thy enemies in hunger , and in thirfi , and 
innakednefs, and in need of all things, and he {hall put a yoke of iron 
ufon thy nccl^, &c. 

Beloved friends, Let us not call away our Reafon, that noble faculty 
of our Souls: confider that both they and we have had a long and large 
experience of the difference between Judges and Kings. 

Compare thofe Judges of Ifrael, before Kings were, with thofe 
Kings that were after them. 

Confider this, That of, or atnongft thofe Judges immediately ap¬ 
pointed by God, from Mofes to Samuel, there was not one of them 
out wereoldTed by God, his good Spirit helped them to judg righte- 
oufly. 

Secondly, God made them a blefling to the People ; they did not 
addiifl themfelves to voluptuous pleafure, nor to build (lately Palaces, 
not to idolatrous wives; not to many wives, not to voluptuous diet, or 
much wine, not to multiplicity of attendants, not to Plays, Paftimes, 
Hawking and Hunting; not to Oppreflion of their Brethren.not to idle- 
nefs,not to fwearing & profanenefs. They did not nouri(li,and promote 
and put great Titles of Honor upon men, and keep company with fuch 
mod familiarly, which openly and often blafphemed and defpifed God, 
the moll high God, by fwearing,revelling, whoring,and what not pro¬ 
fanenefs f nor did thofe blcfled Judges negleft the due adminiflration 
of Juflice and Judgment. 

j Q/ujl. But what did thefe Judges then ? What manner of perfons 
were they ? 

/Inf. Firft, Note that God fent them; they came into the flieepfold 
by the door, by Gods appointment, they did not creep Highly in 
by beauty, friends, eloquence, rnony, indifereet Eledions ot the people, 
not by any unjuft fraud or force. 

Hence it came to pals, that tod blcfled them with a good portion of 
his good and bltfltd Spirit; God owned them. 

Hence it came to pafs likewifc, That the (beep owned them, and 
willingly obeyed their voyce, and followed them in the paths of righte- 
oufnefs. 

Thefe Judgeslikewife loved the People: fee how Mofes intercedes, 

and 


and plead* with God, by prayer and Application for them. 
Oh, it is a precious benefit to people, to enjoy godly Go 

Thefe Judges were humble, meek, painfull, they didnoi 

conceit that their veins were full of R oval hlnn f 


Thefe Judges were humble, meek, pair,full, they did not fwell with 
conceit that their veins were full of Royal bloud. 

For they ft ill acknowledg the people to be their brethren. 

It's faid of Mofes when Jethro came to fee him, that he judged the 

people from morning to evening. 

And afterwards his burthen, or charge, was not laid* afide (by Je- 

ihro's counfel only) ic wareafed. ' 

, I* is faid of Sdmucl. That befides the pafns he took (where he dwelt) 
iia fudging the people, he like wife went about and judged the people in 


pla&s, year by year 


Now dear friends, concerning the fruits tbatcame by Kings, I appeal 

to God, to his facred word, to the Records, to the Chronicles, to the 
experience both of our own andothcr Nations, whether Kings have 


Been to be compared 


thofe vices, and very empty o/luch graces as were requifite for men 
fuch eminent places ? For though fame may cavil, and objeft, that 


Kings been addifted 


.both this, and all other 


permit and a (lift) anfwer,I hope 
ibjedlions that I have yet heard 


fome Kipos were good, I (hall f if God permit and aflift) anfwer,I hope 
to fstisranion,both this, and all other olyedlions that I have yet heard 
of, artd can remember, that tend to confirm and (Irengthen the conti¬ 
nuance, and beings of Kings amongft us. * 

Bectufe l judge that from evident grounds plainly laid down in the 

ucred Scriptures, the word of God, the moll true, and the mod uner- 
ringrule to diredf us. 

jkinijvwere neither the firft, nor the bell way. of Government. 
Confider like wife thofe iMwJnnc nmmifec ririA ««ri«A 


rule to diredt 


neither the firft, nor the bell way. of Government 


vA^,wuer like wife thofe precious promues ot Uod, who hath not left 
ns without hope, for the word of God feemeth to me, plainly to de- 
v dare and fhew, that in thefe laft days (which days and times (I believe 
to be) thefe verydmes,or times very near approaching.as by the opinion 
of many Godly and learned men) in which God will deftrov corruot 


romifes of God, who hath not 


de 


of many Godly and learned men) in which r God wui’ddSroy corrupt 
Governm#, aod Governors, and will exalt his mountain in the top of 
the Mounttp,and will give and reftore to us, judges, as at the hrft, 
*nd Counfclfors, as at the beginning. 

Afterwards thou fbalt be called a City of right coufcfs , a faithful 

fci. tv af,26,27. &ch..a. 1*5,4. . 

Of this I purpofe to fpeak more afterwards. 


y/i mis 1 purpoie to ipeaK; 

, .Dearly beloved friends, th 
the prcfencc of that all-(ceing 


thusmuch I can and do affirm to you all in 

ig #>d,who will bring hidden things, deeds 

C of 
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of datkrtefs to light, even in the prefence of that Cod who I do Love, 
Tear, tv or flip, who is my Hope, m yjoy, from whom I received all 
the Qood I have, from whom I expea my comfort for the time to 
come. 

I have not(fo far as* know my own hcart)any prejudice norrofpeft 
of perfons, nor any part, prefent, or future^ by, or (inifter wiped, id the 

writing this little TreatiJ'e. 

I hive never received the value of one penny in tecompertce of, my 
endeavors, and for the tinr^e to come, I am fo far from thoughts that 
way, That I do ertpeft rather that I fhall receive injury hereby,and ibat 
this may be a great hinderance to me in wordly refpeCts,only this h my 

comfort ,TW I know whom I have trufled. * 

And this fiirtber can 1 fay Kkewife,That at the writing hereof 1 know 

not, nor did ever fee, cither thofe truly honourable Generals, the Load 
Fairfax, nor the Lord Cromwel, nor any Captain or Souldier amongft 


foroe few J lately fa win, or ncer to London ps 
by them, nor do 1 know any one of them if I fee them again, fo 
conceive. 


paffad 

far as I 




It is poffible fome of my acquaintance may be in the Army, but if it 
be fo, I know it not. 

And concerning thofe worthy men (for fo I eftcem them tobe)that 

now fit in the Parliament, I never fawany one of them f to my know- 

ledg ) except one who I have feen, I think,three or four times, yet I 

know not certainly whether he be of the Parliament or nobody 1 think 
be is. ' >( . . 

Whereas I affirm that I know not any of the Army, or olF the Par¬ 
liament, I intend that I know not the perfons of the men, btitby their 
fruits, I know much concerning them. 

Some may judge this to be fupeifluous to mention,bat I Ihall Chew 




/ - 


1 


Jn difeourfing with divers men, I find,to my beft appeehenfion, That 
there is fuch a crooked and perverfe generation ofmttv, xfoc imagide 
mifehief, that invent bafe, falfe, and flandcrous reports agmpft Fariia- 

Gtntrals, Arm], and indeed, agaiaft the raoft that truly ’fear 


ment 

God 


a » 


> . / 




Blame me not therefore (courteous Reader) if l labour t& prevent 
flmderous and lying Tongues. . » 

is hkewiie I afi arm. That with d up murd of Gods ptt fence, 


And this hkewi 


the fear of God, (being 






) 


my own wotoofej fertouf 
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1y confiderilig of how great weight it is to write books and to prefent 
them to publique view j I am very fearful to prefume above what is 

i • v z 1 P .i I C • ’ fl « 


meet: and this I fay further, that mypurpofe is to 


tera and caufes 1 

tife. 


wtui 

(nail 


principally 


propo 

upon in this following Trea- 


und the mat- 


I purpofe likewifrv according to the meafure of light, grace, and 
opportunity that God (hall give me,to prove and clear the matters pro- 

‘ prefented the caufe, I fhall earneftly defire of 


pounded, and then having prefented the caufe, I ihall earneftly dehre of 
God to flir fome perfons (who are morelesirnea and better abl^jben 

tryftlf) and to enable and direft them fo,If hat they may more hugely 
and dfearlydhew forth to publique view, the mind of Goa in thefe mat¬ 
ters, of Government , an AG over non* 

It is noW a long feafon that the Nations have been fo kept under by 
Corrupt Governors, above two choufand years; during which time, 
where (or who) was the man that durft,or did punftuaUy difcay&r the 
Corruption of Governors , or of (government. 

i. This is one reafon that moveth me to prefent tire caufe to publike 
view, namelybecaufc I know not, or do not difeern that any one wri¬ 
ter,from Samuels days to, this time (the pens of the Scriptures excepted) 
that bath punctually written upon this fob jeCt. 

This is another moving caufe, becaufe now being a time of more 
Lihertr, andconfidering that I, my children, and pofterity are concern¬ 
ed in the cafe- of Government, I conceive there is reafon good why I 

Chould prefent this caufe to publike confederation. 

3. Thiais another motive, Hook upon the great effufion of blpud 
that hath heenihed about this matter, tne caufe (for ought I know) be¬ 
ing not yet wholy determined, but is ftill fo, that (I conceive)that our 
godly Governors are ready to prefer Gods glory and the common good, 


before their own ioterefts,in thofe matters that they flvall clearly fee to 
be the mind and will of God. " 

4.This is another motive, feeing apparently our miferable condition, 
people being divided in judgment,and in affe£lion,fo that our condition 
1$ much like a fbip ini Tempeft.Therefore the end of my endeavots fliall 
be (fo far as God fhall affiftj that I may reconcile differences, and that 
Peace and Truth may meet together, as Mofes and Aaron met toge¬ 
ther ih tire mount of God. and killed each other. And as this is the end 

I propound to my feif, fo likewife I purpofe it (ball be the Title or Su¬ 


perscript ion , 


C a 


Dearly 












( 11 ) 

D e ar, y gloved! friends, all you that love and fear the Lord, all vou> 
that have obtained like precious faith, I earneiily intteat you to affift me 

m this work with your prayers, with your moil belt, uttemoft andi 

cm ‘" df ° r ,hl ,r “ ,h '* 

foSiXf T,Mh ' tlUt Cc ° d who,y - M With 

Men caft not a way a good garment, becaufe of a h'tele dirt. 

CopHder the great differences and troubles about Governors andr*-, 
vernment, Therefore I humbly requeft thee to weigC 7 P ove « 
amine, fearch the Scriptufe, cleave to the Truth . 8 /» P °v«» Mr 

Seek the favour of Cod with more then ordinary praver Vhar rfi*. 
good or holy Spirit of God may lead thee into tmthlot itfa evidmt ttat 

rn^iS? rj * 1 - »*« **-. - iSSfc 

This point ot Government is of great concernment- ifCodbelpusto. 

*? d pl htw V Cprefcribed, praftifed, owned, and blef- 

o (hut up all windows and by-ways, that fo Wolves, Foxes and beads 
Spy may be kept from the Sheep; If God help us to difeem the wiv 
he true and right W'aj , ^ and in that way to fet open the door that do 
good and true Shepherds may enter, whofe fruit/ will foon difeover 

vviU watchover them (not for the fleece a 3 fy) fi?£ dSth^ 

F°hJ e *!L *lli • Th , efe will feek the comfort of the 

F/ot, they will drive them to the Vrholefom padures, and to the/HU 

cftT’r they may bt rtfi efhed, where they may bleft the name 

ft he Lord, and hedown without fear, (for true love cadet b out> 

Jwj and fo rejhn peace , becaufe 4 good Shepherd ts their Watch* ■ 

I 


Was not this the very foundation and caufe tha ttoavid (Pf.i% ) found 

6 ,C I>« Frhn*"if r 'fuf' T dy ,rom his h/ll 

Governors , our ftrife will end, our differences will be composed * 
jyorfrl P CnCC ° f Mo f et deftr °y ed the proftnenefs of ldolatrom 



. , ( n) 

vneo and truth nett together, and as Mofet and eAaron ihey Ball 
kifs one another tn the Mount of god. 7 

Then (hall we well providefor the comfort of our children, and for 
their fofiintj. Then (hall the generations to '.come have caufe to 

blefsus. 

Then (ball the Name of the Lord be praifed with joyful hearts* 

Then (hall the Lord blefs us, and we foal I be blefled. 

I foaU endeavor to write, in this eofning without partial/ 

tj f Without turning to the right , or to the left hand , without retbetl 

mymU 9 lhen ' in 4 *f ri & hte0 "f”'f s > accept of this 
And let thofe men who have received more abilities, and opportune 

tj, put more into the Treafurj. ” 

Dear Friends and Country-men, I dare not fay, that for your fakes 
I could be content to have my name blotted out of the Bookjf Lift. 

Nor, with /W, That for this caufe, J could be content to be a call - 
ayctf fromthc prefence of Cjed for ever, 4 

m the thought of that would be more bitter then death, 

■ But this I do fay. That ( fofcr as I know my own heart ) (provided 
that the lofs of my temporal life would be the means to procure chi9 
happinifs to you, namdy, that you might poflefs Judges as the firft, and 
Counfellors as at the beginning) I could be content to lay down this 
temporal life that for a little feafon I do here enjoy. • 

Beloved Friends, I conferring that there h fo great a difiance at 
this time hetween Opinions, but more efpedally there is a greater dif¬ 
ference between the affe (lions 0 f many , I foall defire leave of the 
courteous Reader , that without offence I may propound fome other 
matters to confederation; My ends therein are, that I may extinguifo 

that heat, (if not wholly, yet in fomc meafiire) that is burning or (mo¬ 
thering in the hearts of many, 

, Fofptherwife theft will lie a? a block, or asfbat in the way,, to hin¬ 
der, tha t peace And truth foould not meet together. 

I remember Jacob his example herein, he beingintended and defirous 
to be reconciled to his brother Efau, who had cfetermined or threatned 

ul&dfditbtr » r 

He labors to prevent and pacific his brothers anger, by fend mg pre* 

fents and foft anfwcts, good words before him. 

Such-gifts as I have, I offer to you. Silver and Gold I have bufi 
uttif: I defire that I may find? th; like acceptance that Jaco\ did. 

c 3 .. The; 








* 

Thrift arid great Wndetjnca that 

Peace and Truth (rpm mating together 
the removing'of divers lord*, and f( 


04 ) 



I find UW in tht Wty to hindet 

. is the death of the late King, 


fodle othets, (tom then prefent 


rg «rtfci»beti d tint Court, awi the pteteuded wilful 


Being, oti „ 

*££! ssSrffi- 

ffl Bfcs as. wc not cafijy quenched. ^ ^ 

]ei» better for peace lake to (offer fome, yea, much wrong, t heq tP 
wdtavortoright out fclvfs in fuch a way, as may turn tq far gteate* 

^Our Saviour counftlleth US, rather tofujfer Wrong, 

inlaw, aafoth* r. A/i cwgarm*,, the* to ««»d »•* 

*QY 

"in thofe thirds whereinfin is committed by othere, and we >K>aa ors 



confentersinit, we may, infomc cafes ( 

-C and throw 


feeking revenge, we may p*unjg 
gets and teraptsriionr,) m ftich 


t%K 


then, when by 

greater din- 


cafes we may wait- pati^tlyt, arid 4ftm 


mie thofe cafes to God that iudgeth r ' m 

Sin (hall day the w*ked dber, and God wfifcjMfog down ** 

“"d the dreadful men. 


and the deed 


that rilfih upto tight another mans caufe, ttmft tobkwell tohn 

« r ai* • ** t 


° W dSi!»? theftlie as a bw ip. the way ^hinder 

meetings I (hould be filcnr, and comm it the matter to huu to judged 

righteoufly, and fo I defire Jo da - c 

Truth, ( fo well as I amide) that thereby we toy find the way to 

^ • I j 


Peace. 


And firft, touching A late Kings de»th, c^der to 

call that: What then t Ate you refolved to fct up the eldeft Son upon 
the Throne of his father ? ' ... ltl . •/>. nP 

foolilh > .Can you tell whether he Wifi an for the Flock ? Can you tell 
whrihevhe-wmiyv^tatet^ " whethec 

Can you tell whether you (hould ^toainy^rd^«^<» w^ec 

to the 


many ot 


puifuanc^ thereof may not be a means to toe ycwi 
W, that dtfire to livein peace f 

* • 4 • * 


felve* and 

•* t — 

Arc 


4 


fij) 

afire you iwvertiielefs refolved to have filch* Watchman, fuch a Shep¬ 
herd? Wifi yon exped grapes from thorns ? . - 

X have indeed^o my forrow,heard this with my etrsdately fpoken,That 
if a Turk ,, or any other as badulracrft, foouldcoo^idieri arid contend 
for dhc'Gacirwrwwit, there would be a greatpartywhim: Oh hbrri- 
ble impiety, that men (hould fo far be tranfported beyond thebounds 
of Rcafoa«Qd Religion 1 

Indeed there is a.generation too apparent, to by their works, by 
their fwearins,and prophanenefs, ana hatred of thofe that love and fear 
the tprd, declare evidently, that theyiare Gods enemies. 

It i? therefore not to be wondred, that God (hould give them over to 
flrong ddufians, to believe lies. 

What if Gods Word declare evidently. That the Government by 
Judges be better, more agreeable to his mind, mone ufefol, and tnore 
comfobtable to us, will yoh neyerthelefs have a King ? C6nfidqr of 

i I I 


there is a.generation too appatent, to by their works, by 

aring,and prophanenefs, ana hatred of thofe that love and fear 


it. 


Friends, Countrymen, Beloved, 1 have no prejudice againft a King j 
bwt this I fay, I honour, love, worlhip, and defire ro-deave to the Pre¬ 
cept andCommandments (of him that is the Kingdf Kings) of him 
wnbgaVc ate life, andisablecto raife me Up to fife t When this fpkri of 
time is pad, when the $ng of Terrors hath done his utmoft fpite. 

I was no uforinthe Kings deaob, I had taken a great journey above 
fouryeati before the death oi the King, and was many hundreds of 
miles dill ant from this Land, and tc turned hither very lately, Ifpeak 


therefore the 

l tave.fihi 


«*ejy,with more liberty. • ' 
ed, With the greateft; care T could, to weigh mens 


words and pillages in the ballance of the Sanctuary, and I find many 


tofi 


foeakloafd|y 

Is Govemment.of fo little concernment to ils, that we (hould rnfii 


dy; icarelcfly, and many more prophandy. 


i 


upon men that muff be our Shepherds, in y/hofe hands' our lives and 
cdwfo*;es muft be wort under God / 11 ' 

- J have heard mdny Reports touching this petfon whom many do fo 
labour after j eonfider well what fmits you (ee from that branch, 
what tokens of gadlinds is there in him ? David faith, That he loveth 
thofe that love the Lord,and hateth thofe that are Gods enemies ; Read 

PfaLvu 


11,10139* 


» r l 


• r t 


• 1 


• r. 


t* 


i>awid faith, Pfal: 57, That the edit0 


~>But the iranfgrjeff trt jhall he dejlroj 

Wickfd {ball cut off; Read Pfal, 37. 


1 of the juft ) 
ed together. 


than Is peace. 


wether, and the end of the 

1 /* * ai /». • 


andconfiderwefiofit. 


Now 



















N$fyis ie not app# 

fpondency with Idolt 


iteht, that the perfon To much defired, hath corrc- 

.. ters, and prophane perfons ? 

Doth t not love them^nd converfcmoft familiarly with many fuch? 

import fo much ? 

Friends’ You filt are fo eajjer, do you know what you fhould gain, 
in cafe he were made your Guide and Ruler ?. 



It i»not unlike, but that thofe perfons whicfc are your enemies, 
fhould be made yOur Judges and Governors, in cafe you obtain your 

defines* 

To further this end, there is a Malignant party that hateth thofe that 
love and fear the Lord, thefe report, That in the Army, there are many 
Jefuices countenanced, and that the Parliament and Army prefer and 
jcouncenance fuch $ amongft others they mention one Mr Ttttrs, who 


they fay is a Jcfuite 


Let us now. aa in theprefence of that glorious and ftrong God 
wrn one day deftroy the workers of iniquities, and thole tbit 


God (who 


invent, 


love, and low lyes, (as the devil fo weth the tares to choke the good 
com) thefe fliaU feel the fierce anger of God, whejj they fhall defire 
that the mountain weight fall Upon them, to hide them from the glori¬ 
ous God who loveth the Truth J let us impartially weigh thafe Re¬ 
ports. 





*»: 


Firft for Mr Peters, I my felf have known the min many years, and 

I have often heard him preach, I never heard him tend) fuch Do&rines 

as might give us occafion to fttfped him to adhere tQ the Jefuices, his 
Do^hrine»was godly and found: he is, zealous andadite^pu 


addicted that way j and unto this teftimpey, j dtfobt 

need require, I can bring the teftimonv of many thoufan 


, (unpartial s 
tch calumnies. 


But confider 
that they lay fuch 
for piety andhplinefs*. 

Now let us a little en 
ing the Ariqy, u 
formed,that the 


rial and fri 



. too way 
but thatj if 


adcr) it is not on him alone 


but on many others, which are eminent 


t.t I d • # • * • « 

9 * * ^ 

enquire for the reft of thofe twmy J 
thebeft intelligence that I am able u 


ipon tnctx 

General b 


efuites,couch- 

toga, lam in- 

truly devout and godly, and that there is not 
anyjefuite ( knrnVn fo to be) that is either an Officer or a Preacher in 
theArmy. 

And touch! 
fee and bear, tint in 



« - , — - - « » 

ts favouring Jefuites,thial experimentally 

lifters whom they counte¬ 



nance and allow chiefly, atefuch at c^ch ioqnd dpdrjne to my undo;- 

Handing. • • • # • * 

" ‘ And 


i 


(i?) 


And the Royalifts, in argument (I never heard any but) do acknow 


and I have piupofely difeourfed (about that matter) 


divers of them. 


(to my undemanding ) we have juft canfe to praife 


God,that the Gofpel is fo freely preached 


Ann aitnoug 

I believe) fc 


doiftrine be(againft their minds 


beconlidered, that their hands are full of bufinefs 


reform many matters,(I do undoubtedly believe j 


l 


hereafter reform 


Countrymen and Friends, let us confider well 


do 


by our gain-faying, by our perverfenefs, by 


the work of Reformation ? And if upon juft: 


do find our felves guilty,let us repent and amend,for God 


and try all our works 


can the 


confider, that if the contrary party fhould prevail 


Z 


truly love and fear the Lord by 


Cod 


uch troublefom times) that they (hall 


t 


(ft (efp 


rty to ferve 


dc 


Objett. But many complain of great Taxations, and that there 


VO] 


the /. Idminiftration of JnJlicc j many Debts unpayd, and 


impotent Poor unprovided for 


Anfw . I defire every man duly and impartially 


troublefom, many difburft 


avoyd, the Army here and in Ireland , the great number of Ships, of 


Munition, of Provifions, former Debts, and many other charges 


fenfibleof: all do hinder, that they cannot do 


(and beleeve 


burthen and grief to them) that fuch burthens and taxations fhould 


be, and I beleeve it is their defirc, their ftudy and 


and to takeoff thefe Taxations, with what expeditio 


not without hope 


(and give them hearts to make life of it) by which thefe burthens 


y be taken off, and the People comforted 


being, bc3rwith 


fhall fee a greater Reft 


delirc that we, by our diftempers, do not weaken 


their proceedings, fo that they may not tffed fuch Ref 


therwife they might 


D 


And 













i 


(18) 

Ancf I ike wife I deffre that we may not, by our gain faying .both hii> 
dcr thofe comfortt we might enjoy, and bring upon our felves more 
and greater Troubks. 

This I take notice of, In the fiuntrj, fin goeth on, and is committed 
with an high hand j fwearing and cuffing, lying and other fins do a- 
bound in the fight of the Sun. x 

What fin is nrange ? but for thofe that fear the Lord, they are an 

abomination to the wicked. 

Confider this, It is the duty of all men to walk circumfpeftly and 
precifily, as in the prefence of an holy God. 

Therefore I defire that men, fuch as are guilty, may no more hate o« 
ther men for that which is our own duties. 

The confideration of this grievous fin,fo abounding, namely, the con¬ 
tempt of them that fear God, caufeth me to fear, that God that is jea¬ 
lous of his Honor, will not fuffer this fin to go unpunifiied. 

I fear that a further fcourge will pafs through the Land, without 
timely and ferious repentance. 

But this I believe,that God will deliver his Church and People. 

About fiitreen or twenty years ago, I remember, that theprophane 
diftinguiflied or differenced thofe that feared the Lord(thofe that walk¬ 
ed the more circumfpeftly, and had refpeft to all Gods Command¬ 
ments) from themfelves, under this and the like notions, they called 
them that feared God, by way of difdain, Puritans , &c. 

And no w I find,that in company, in many places, if a man out of due 

regard of the trurh (and fearing to fpeak that which may provoke 

Gods difpleafure) do but argue religioufly concerning the truth of the 

paffages of Gods Provide nets, and perfwade others from fuch open 

provocations of God, as fwearing, whoring, faife fpeaking, and tike 
fins; 

Prefently many are apt to mifehieve him, it is well for him if he fcape 
with bafe language, as Roundhead^ Whorefbird, Roundhc*d>&c, with 
bitter hatred; I have lately feen this, and heard it to my forrow* 

It is faid of the wicked, That they cajl up mire and dirt. 

This I fay unto thofe that feat God, Walk humbly, circumfpe£tiy, 
mourn for thefe abominations; 

And God will fpare you, as a man fpareth his fon, in the day of cala¬ 
mity, when the wicked fhall be deftroyed together. 

Iprayyom that are more fobtr, confider; you hear fuch complaints 
againft the General, Officers and Army, put thefe complaints in the 

bal* 

I _ • T- ^ 


* Z' . _. 

baflantes of Truth, bring them to the Touch-ftone: You have had ex¬ 
perience of the behaviour of both parties, on which fidedid fin (pro- 
phanenefs, plundering, and fuch afts of prophanenefs) moft abound ? 

Were the Officers and Souldiers of the Malignant Army more holy, 

more harmlefs, then this party of this Army ? 

For which fide did God witnefs ? or, do you judg, that God feeth 

not, or regards not ? &c. Well, feeknotevafions; do not refolve not 

to fee, not to confider, not to acknowledg. 

Object. But fome, I believe, will find fault with me, bccaufe I do 

not name and particularize a<ff ions, perfons, times and places more par¬ 
ticularly, with more evident witneffes, &c. 

ytnfw. i. My time will not fnffer me to be folarge, although I pur- 
pofefif God will; when I come to points, wherein I purpofe to engage 
or infift in thofe things, I purpofe to be more punftual. 
a. Ianfwer, ThatVicn do not ufe candle-light at noondays, when 


the Sunfhints bright, but in dark pi 


done in comers; thefe 


c accompanied with a cloud of witneffes. 

Your own experiences, your own confidences, rightly ballanced, are 
ore then a thoufand witneffes. 

There are extant in fome Books, many of thefe particulars, where 


they are 
put you 
ready. 


reely handled ; only I hope it will not be grievous, if I 
ide of thofe things whereof you have experience al¬ 


ready. 

Moreover thofe miraculous paffages of Gods Providence, wherein 
(Digitus Dei) the finger of God evidently appeared, and doth Bill ap¬ 
pear to admiration. 

So that if our hearts be not hardned, and our eyes blinded, (I con¬ 
ceive) thefe are witneffes fufficient. 

But notwithftanding, if we fhut our eyes, if they be not opened, I do 

conceive, and anfwer as Abraham anfwercd to Dives, being in tor¬ 


ments ; 


if one fbould arife from the dead , you would not believe 


But let men judg what 
them whofe hearts are ric 


they pi 

it with 


leafe, this is the comfort and ftay 
\ Godt namely this, That God fee 


he regardech, he is a ftrong God, a wife and faithful God, he will make 
bare his arm, and mightily work for the good of his chofen, and to the 

confufion of his enemies. . . 

Object. Courteous Reader, Chriftian Friend, left thou fhouldlt take 


D 


offenc 




















\ 


i 


offence, becaufe I kept not more clofe to the matter propounded: 

Anfw. I feeing and confidering the great bictcrnefs, the great heat 
that evidently appeareth to be in the prejudiced and fore-flailed hearts 
of many men. 

I endeavored only to qualifie that heat, and in part to remove that 
prejudice, otherwise (I conceived that) there would be no place foe 


Peace and Truth 


proceed 


The man that hath molt tffe&ually written (to my apprehenfionj 
that yet hath come (to- my knowledg ) to hinder Peace and Truth 


this 


meeting 


Mr William Prynne, in his Book called 


The fubjlance of a Speech made in the Houfe of C 

Touching this man, I have no prejudice againft him, I never faw him, 
to my knowledg. 

I have likewifc met with fome other of his Labors, and upon fome 

confederation of the matters in them contained, to my bell apprehen- 
(ion, this I finde, That he hath taken much-pains, that he is a man en¬ 
dowed with divers good gifts (if they be fanftified:) 1 do beleeve he is 
zealoufly afltfted, and that his intendments are for the glory of God, and 
for the good of the People. 

I love the man, and do beleeve that we (hall both meet before God, 
a*d his glorious Angels , to both our comforts, through the rich mercy 
tnd free favor of our God, in his dearly beloved Son Jefus Chrijl, 

i would not cart dirt upon all his Labors, but onely I (hall endeavor 
to fift and winnow them, and defire him to recoiled his thoughts, and 
to revive his works over again j and where he findeth an error, I defirc 
him to recall that , and to revoke it. 

Who knoweth the errors of his lif 

In many things we fin all: This perfwafionlhave of Mr William 


fift in a known error 


fo ingenuous, that he will not per- 


P4W being in an error, when he perfecuted Chrift in his members 


brought much glory to God, great advantag 
himfelf as an eminent pattern for others 


Church, and kft 


When, and after he faw his error, he recanted, and repented, and re¬ 
paired his error. 

In the firft Scripture alledged,I find this place cited.out of Mat.f.p. 

Blejfedare tbe.Ttace-makjers, for they Jhall be called the children of 
~OD. 

This place, in hkint'endmtnts, pointeth out that which he hoped. (as 



> 


(11) 

l beleeve) (hould be the iff ue of his Labors in the work following. 

But here I finde that of Solomon verified: 

That the race is not always to the fmft , nor riches to men of under- 
/landing. 

For had this fpeech of his prevailed, it would have been fo far from 
canfine peace, that I do beleeve both we, and the children yet unborn, 
(hould have had caufe to lament it. 

Had his fpeech, there declared in that book, prevailed, it would have 

effe&ed much more farrow and trouble then before. 

The next Scripture is, Pfal. 6 %. 30. Rebuke the company of (pear- 

men, fcatter thou the peotle that delight in War. 

Some Tran flat ions read it thus, Dejlroy the Company , c ire. 

This Text here is placed as a leading exhortation to the Reader, to 

perfwade them to follow this example. 

This place, compared with that which goeth before, and with that 

which foUoweth after, plainly holds out thus much : 

That Mr Prynne did endeavor to render the Army , root and branch, 
odious, (for the Army confided of the Head and Members) which 
appeareth in the firft leafe,inthe Title or Infeription of his Book, in 

thefe words; namely. 

The tArmies Remonjlrance, Novemb.i o. it away, to jpeedy and 
certain ruine, and a meer plot of the Jefuites to dejlroy us. 

This he prefents to the whole Kingdom. 

I hope by this time Mr Prynne feeth caufe to recall and revoke this: 
For he inviteth the Kingdom with him to pray, That Cjod Would de¬ 
fray the Army , in the Scripture before cited. 

I fay, with Steven the Martyr, All. 7.60. Lord lay not this Jin to 

his charge. 

I anfwer, by way of reply to this Scripture , That when men do lay 

unju(l (landers and reproaches upon others , and hate them without juft 
caufe, it cometh to pafs oft-times that God doth turn theje jlnnders and 

unjujl reproaches into bleffmgs. 

Balak. fent for Balaam to deteft Jacob , and to curfc Ifracl. 

But God turned that curfc intended into a bkjfing,. Numb»i$. 8.. 
How /hall 1 curfc, where God hath not curfed f 
Verf, 24. Beholdythe ^People fjall rife upas 4 Lion ; he Jhall not lie 
down till he eat of the prey,and till he drinli the blood of the (lain.&c. 
Numb. 24.5. How goodly are thy Tents, 0 .Jacob, and thy Habita¬ 
tions, 0 IJratl I Verf. 6 . As the valleys are they fir etchedforth ,, as 

D $ th * 
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(ll) 

the gardsnt by the rivers fides, ms the zAlot-tree Vehich the Lordhath 
piAnt(d t as the Cedars befides the waters* 

Verf. p. Bleffed be he that ble(feth thee,&c. 

Thcfe things I defire may be well noted and weighed. 

In this matter, firft, Hath not God, in the fight of all the world, 

turned this imprecation into a bleffmg. 

For God hath been fo far from deftroying that Armr, that, on 

the contraty, God hath deftroyed their Enemies, ana preferved 
them. 

Note, fecondly, That this imputation was unjafily layd upon this 

Army, namely, that they delighted in War. 

, For this I do undoubtedly Delee ve. That the Generals, and chief 
v f the Army , and many others, were fo far from delighting in 

War, that it was their grier chatthey could not finder^ way to true 
Peace without War, 

God is the Searcher of all hearts , and he hath fhewn^nd wilHbew, 
who thofe blood-thirfij men arc, there meant by David. 

Thirdly, Note, That it is evident (if we confider the fubflance of 
Mr Trynnes (fetch, in the latter part efpecially,) that the Officers of 
the Arm \\ere rendred odious by Mr Prynne, tn the face of the ParlU 

ment publiquely, info much that he faith, That they fought the de- 
flrutlion of the (fommon-wealth. 

This could not be hid from the Army. 

Dearly beloved Country-men. Do oy them as yon would be dealt 
Withall, had you been in their places, judg righreoufly. 

Confider that this Army hazarded their lives, and many loft 

their Lives amongft them, of their dear Friends, in defence of the 
Parliament and Common-wealth. 

There was now but a ftep between them and death. 

Formay not any rational man fee plainly, That they beings at the 

time being, rendered odious, and Enemies to the Common-wealth, by 
Mr William Prynnt) in a publique way: What wanted then to bring 
them to deftruftion ? Onely this in a rational way wanted, That the 
King might be made their Head and (governor; and by that means 
who is fo blinde that doth not fee, that the Kings helpers, in time of his 
Troubles,fhould have been exalted, and made tneir Judges: The Army 
themfelves were to be disbanded, that Mr Trynne feeketh in his fpeech 
to effeft; and without controverfie, it had been disbanded, had not 
God Hie wed the Army the danger, and the (hare, that they were in s 

and 


and withall, if God had not given to the General, and to the Army an 

undaunted courage, and if the bJeffing of Cod had not gone along with 
them, they had been deftroyed. 

For, as touching the Ki« v forty, of them, of their former mercies 

(or cruelties rather) the Army had had experience too much, fot to trull 
them upon fuch (light pretences. 

Confider now,deal unpartiallv: wouid not you, if it were your cafe' 

rather your enemies, and Gocfs enemies, and the countries enemies ’ 

fiiould perifh,rather then your felves and many others ? 1 * 

Well, had the Army fate ftill,till they had been deftroyed - we might 

have lamented over their, and our miferies in Davids language 2 Sam 

3.33. Thus dyed Abner as a fool dyeth. b * * 

Verf 34. Thine hands Vrere not bound ,, nor thy feet tyed in fetters ef 
Braffe. ** 

But here I end with this Scripture, hoping that God may one daw 

fiiew M. Prynn caufe to revoke this imprecation. 1 

In the mean time he may evidently fee, that it is turned to a blef- 
fing. 

Concerning M. Pryns Speech, I could anfwer to the particulars • but 
con^ering the ftraitnefs of prefent time, and likewife confidcring, that 
Jp fhould be long, fome or his papers might be read of too many* 
Therefore I obferve ^Davids counfel in another cafe, who defiring to 

cover Sauls death, and 'Jonathans, defired That it might not be told in 
Gath, nor publifhed in the Gates of Askglon, leaf it caufed the daugh¬ 
ters of the Tbhfltnes to rejoyce. * ' 

I mall therefore endeavor to bind up his anfwer fall together, his 
Speech may be divided into two parts, viz. 

In the firft, I find many witty and ingenious contrivances, fine twined 
threds (or to give them a term more fuitable to his intentions) let them 
be taken for fuch cords as the PhiMines ufed to bind Sampfon with: 
Therefore we (hall let them pafs under this name,M. Prynnsnew inven¬ 
tions, to binde the King, andfccure the fommon-Wealth to be in a firm 
laflsng peace ,&c. andfuture felicity. 

The Second part may be considered under this notion- M.Prynns en¬ 
deavour to render the Army odious , and enemies to the Common¬ 
wealth. 

% 

I do hope and believe that M .Prynne his aims and intendments were 

real, for to obtain Peace and Safety. 
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But I believe that he was miftaken,and erred from the pattern (hewM 

In Gods revealed will, very far. 

* When I looked well upon M. Prynn his Speech, with what learning, 

tvit and eloquence it is contrived, confideting his parts. 

It occafioned me to remember Pauls ffeech, i Cor, i . 17,28, Thus 

fi tprefled. 

God hath chofett thefoolifh things of the World, to confound the wife, 
4 nd the Weakjhitsgs of the World, to confound the might J, 

Verf, 18. And vile things of the World, and things which are dejpi- 
fed,and things which are not,hath God choftn to bring to naught things 

that are. 

Our blefled Saviour fhe weth us a reafon of this, Math. 11.25. 

/ give thee thanks 0 Father , Lord of heaven and earth, bed 
Cfluje thou hajl hid thefe things from the Wife, and men of underjland» 
ing, and hafl opened them to babes . 

Verf, 16. It itfo,0 F ather, becaufe thy good pleafure was fuch. 

In our times it is not to be much marvelled at, that wife men come 

fliort, when we confider of former times, the children of Ifracl were 
very apt to break,fleight,and ncgl e&Gods commandements,and to prefer 
their own inventions. 

Was it not ftrange that they fbould forfake that Fountain of living 
Waters , that great God Jehovah, of whofe Faithfilntfs , Wifrdome , 
Power , Good*'/), Long-fufftring, They had had fuch large experi¬ 
ence of ? 

Yet (earch the Scriptures, and you may fee many inftanccs how they 
diftrufted God,how they forfook God, murmured, complained, defpi- 
fed, and provoked God, from time to time. 

Was it not to be admired that they fhould forfake God, and fet up a 

golden Calf in Aiofet his abfence ? 

Was it not to be admired, That having had fuch experience of Gods 
'Providence and Bleffmg, under the Government of thofe Humble , 
Wife, Faithful Judges or Governors, being fuch men as entred into 
their Offices by the immediate and preferibed will of God,from Mofes 

to Samuel l 

Under which Governors they had no caufe to complain, as by their 
own confefTion upon Samuels enquiry appeared. 

Yet notwithftanding, They would and did rtjeft God their King , 

and his Deputies, the Judges, and they preferred obftinatdy Kings of 

their ovvn( invention 9 in imitation of the Heathen round about, 

and 
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. and fo they changed the form of Government preferibed, owned, and 
blefled 6y God, and fet up chek own inventions, (againft which, God 
oppofed) with many circumftanccs, arguments, threatenings, and by 
miracle from heaven. 

Yet they went on obftinately,they would have a King whatfoever it 

coft, what, or how great evils foever came thereof. 

And if we confider, the very root and branch that leadeth M. Prynn , 
and mahy other wife men out of the way, -arifeth from hence. Becaufe 
they depart from Gods wifedom revealed in the holy Scrfptures. 

And in the Bead thereof, prefer their own inventions, 
f*. M. William Prynn endeavoreth in the whole fubftance of his Speech, 
to bind the King with new ropes, fuch as the Philiftines bound Sant- 

pfon with, and likeWife With/even green cords, and With new ropes 

never occupied ; and yet more, he plats his locks (as it were) and faften- 

Cth them with the thred and pin of the Wtb and the Woof ’ 

But all this to little purpofe, for I would grant M. Prynn fome part 

of his argument, which he often rchearfeth, namely, that fuch contrivan¬ 
ces, fuch manacles, were not put upon any (or fcarcely any) King for a 

long feafon or from the Creation &c. 

Yet all to little purpofe, for bind Sampfon , and mifs that way or 

place wherein his ftrength rtfteth, and he will brealkali your Cords a» 

funder, . 

For in the firfi place it evidently appeareth, That thefe obligations 

and ties were finful,if they could have taken effeft. 

Secondly, They were too weak to hold him under, namely the late 

Thirdly, They failed in regard they reached not the place where his 
ftrength lay. 

Fourthly, Thefe matters propounded by M. Pry** were not likely to 

prove to be a means to help the people, bur rather to trouble them > and 

would have brought upon the people, if they had come to eflfeft, many 
and great evils,and advcrfiticswhich the people could no way have fhun- 
ed, as I doubt not but that I fhall make it evidently to appear in the 

following part of this book, by the help of God. > > 1 

Concerning M. William Prynn ; I look upon.him as a man of far 
more eminent parts then my felf; this I fpeak not out of by-rfr* 
fpefts, but in the prefence of that glorious who I do love and 

fear* .... 

I am very fearful to prefume above that which is meet. ^ 
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Yet this I fay, Thit in this matter I believe the Lord hath (hewed to 
me ms weaknefs. 

I am willingly content to be tryed by the word of God, in which try- 
all, I dtfire all fuch as truly love God , and his Truth, that (without 
turning to the right or left hand ) they will judge uprightly. 

Firft I conceive, That this M. Prynne finned in; namely, becaufe that 

he invented and prescribed a way to take away from the King divers 

rights and priviledges which God allowed to all lawfull and good 

Kings, (which all Kings ought to bey and recorded in the Scriptures, 
the unerring rule of Truth. 

I fay it appeareth plainly that this was fihfn), becaufe this way, nre- 
faibed by M. Prynne in the endeavors of his whole Speech, was not a 
way prefcribed by God, but directly forbidden in the whole tenor of 
che Scriptures by evident tefticnonies, which (peak dittdWy of that tx*- 

wer or authority which Gwfgave to Governors and to Kings. 

i I or . . c lhat W,U ev| dently appear (being duly^nd thfoueh- 
ly tryed) that it is as great an evil to deprive any lawful Governor, or 

tbat authority and power which GW alb we th to them,by de- 
minuhmg it, as it is a (in and error on the other hand to give to them 
ronre^owet then God doth allow them in his Will, revealed in his 

And further it will plainly appear upon due examination, That both 
thneare very injurious to the peoples good, comfort, and fafety; That 

is to lay, it will appear that M. Prynnes*A\t\fe in deminUhing thit po¬ 
wer and authority due to Governors, was both a breach of GW/ Law. 

and very injurious to the people. 

God faith exprefly, Deut.4. 1,2. Hearken 6 IfraeL unto the Ordi¬ 
nances and laws which I teach jou. 

'Oerf. 2. Ttjkallput nothing to the Word which / command jo/t, 
neither Jhallye takj oughtthen from. 

God command //? **** W ^* c ^ g°°d in our own eyfcs,but all that 

We fin as well if we turn to the right hand, as If we turn to the left 

hand, if we add or deminifti, to, or frora Gods commandements. 

Now let us note M. Prjnnes own expreflfons, which are often re¬ 
peated; words to the fame effeft. 

_M. Trym, flith, fol. 37. Th. King hath wh.ty Jhipt hiwife/f, hit 
iuiri ever, of all that power And intcreft which hit 

Tredecejfors 
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cpredictjfor/ alwaitt imjycJ, <» the Militia, Tenet, Torn , and Navy 
of England, Ireland. &c. 

Firft, In thu obferve,That the JCmg did not this willingly,but by iha 
Seeking and’confent of M. Ttrynne. 

SecondlyTo be ftript vbfcoly foa ever of all that power which hii 

Predeceflbrs always injoyed, was more then God alio weth. 

For obferve well, this muft needs follow, T hat either all the power 
which the late King, or his Predeceffbrs injoyed, was unlawful, ( Which 
could not pofliblybe, except they were ufurpers, and entered not Into 
the (beep-fold aright at the door, &c.) or elfe it is evident that Mr. 
Prjnne would have taken from the King that power which God , and 
the people gave, yeelded, and did acknowledg to be due to all lawful 
and good Shepheards or Governors , that entered by the door into the 
Sheep-fold, in aV former times. 

This will appear by record of holy Scripture, That Governors were 
allowed by God and the people: Government in thofe matters, of and 
in which M.Pryeme prefcribed a way to take from him a power very e- 

minent and oonfiderrole. 

The Judges of Ifrael never claimed nor exercifed more powtf over 
the people ( whether it were in War, or in Peace; whether in thole 
things wc diftinguifh under names of Spiritual or Temporal matters ) 
then the King did afterwards, for in this matter the Kings took more 

power. 

Now it is evident, That the Judges took, and the People willingly 
gave to the Judges, and afterwards to the Kings -which fuoceeded, lhac 
Power and Authority in many cafes; wtych lawful Power W'Prynne 
labourech to take away, and that in an high degree. : ’ ”-'l 

Now confider that icdoth exprefly appear, if we confider wtot 
power God offered to Jofljua, and the people promifed him ; Re¬ 
corded, 

Jof. 1 . 1 6. All that thou commanded m,wc Will do, and whit herftov tr 

thou J'endeft w,we will go. ’ 

Vtrf. 17 . As we obeyed Mofes in all things , fowiH we obey thee. 

Secondly, God gave to Kings, and the people gave to Kings, as 

much power of Government and commandos unto the Judges,in lawful 

thin 0 ?# , j 

It°is evident, That at Jopma's command, the-people were armed to 

the war, and that they were dirc&ed -by him without asking leave of 6- 

thcr inferior Officers, or of the people. 
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It is evident like wife that David, Saul, Solomon, &c. did many 
ads of War and Peace, without any fuch manacles. 

I would not multiply Scripture to prove fuch apparent matters. 

No w if this be not a fin, if it be not the direft breach of Cods com¬ 
mand, in a high and great meafure, for Mr Prjnne to take from the 
King his lawful priviledges, my underftanding faileth me. 

This fin hath been punifhed teverely, both in the times of the Judges 
and Kings j let the godly wife confider it. 

Beloved Country-men, it is no light matter who we make to be, or 
receive to be either King or Governor. 

We had need to pray to God (to fearch the Scriptures ) we had need 
to enquire of God who fhall govern us. 

For vve mu ft give, and yeeid unto Gods Stewards (and out lawful 

Governors ) fo much and nolefs power, then God hath afforded to 
them in the holy Scriptures. 

It is juft with God, for the looftntfs, Wantonnefs, and Wickednefs of 

people, when they enquire not of God ( when they attend not to the 

prescribed Rule of his Word,) to know who (ball guide them, but 

rstlhly, carelcfly, and (lightly follow their own inventions about Go¬ 
vernors : 


I fay, It is juft with God, that Wolves in /beeps clothing fhould de¬ 
ceive them : And whereas they might lie down by the fill Waters in 

peace without fear, if they would take counfel of God who fhould 
govern them. 


. For the wan t of this Watchfulnefs, for want of enquiring of God, 
and keeping dofe to thok patterns, thok rules appointedby God in 
his revealed will, the facred and unerring rule of truth the Scriptures, 
ifccomcthto pafs that the People err in their choyce and in accepting of 
twfe perfons to govern them, that are not men appointed by God. 


pafs the People they 


)D< 

eft 


ed, perfecuted, dc' 


and reft in continual fear: and the mifery is, they fi 


caufe of their difeafe 


9°^ ^,^ ncw ^’ s > therefore .when he would fhew mercy to If- 
rati his nrlt bom Son, when no flrangegod was with him, then he 

took efptcial care to provide good Shepherds , which Shepherds he fur- 
nifhed with his blejfed Spirit. 

r {. ocatr y the Sheep of his pafture in their bofom: 

God blcfled, direfled, ftrengthened, proteaed fuch Governors and 
(government of his own devifmg. 


Mofes 


(ip) 

Mofes a man much in favor with God , a man enriched with a great 
meafure of the Spirit of God, did well know, weigh and confider, of 
what great concernment it was for the peoples good, Thac God (and not 
the People ) fhould appoint a man to be the Shepherd of his people. 

No doubt he confiaered as much the Peoples Liberty as we do, and 
{hat the ’People might(unwarrantably)have chofen themfelves a Gover¬ 
nor after his deceafe, but he faw much of Gods minde , and the ’Peoples 
good refted in the choice of the perfon. 

Therefore Mofes knowing tnat the people might err in chufing them¬ 
felves a Leader, he therefore ferioufly and earneftly defireth of God 
that he would appoint a man, Numb. Let the God of the fj>irits 

of all fle/b appoint a man over the Congregation. 

Verf. 17. Who may go out and in before them, that the Congrega¬ 
tion of the Lord be not as fieep Without a Jbepherd. Mark how God 

anfwereth them that feck for fafety and direction to him, and truft not 
in themfelves. 

Here we may note two confider able matters : 

Firft, That Mofes looked more at Gods glory and the Peoples good, 
then at the preferring his Children to Government. 

A true Note of a true Shepberd. 

Secondly, Note, That in the Government , that in thefe firft and 
pureft times, (when Jfrael his flrength Was as an Vnicorn) then, when 
God preferibed Governors, in Mercy to hts firfi born Son, Government 
Went not by fucceffion,from Father to Son, in thofc times , from'Mo¬ 
fes to Samuels time. 

Indeed afterward, when the people would flight God, and obftinately 
aft God off, from being their King, it is confiderable likewife, That 
God removed, then, his gracious prefence farther off from them then 
before, (though for his own gooanefs fake he did not wholly depart 
from them ) yet he ftood at a farther diftance from them. 

From that time to this, Government hath ufually followed by natu¬ 
ral generation , from Father to the eldeft Son: ( I fay not that it hath 
been thus by Gods Commandment, fori purpofe, if God will, in time 
convenient, to fpeak a word to that, to try the cafe.) 

Hence it hath come to pafs,That a good father begetting an evil Son, 
the People have been milerably afflicted. 

O that People would be wife to learn by their own experiences 1 

Well, let the world do what they pleafe, I purpofe (feeing Cjodhuh 
promifed to reftore Judges as at the firft J thac I will not caft away my 

E 3 confidence 
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confidence and hope that God will perform his Word, and that we may 
fee it performed. 

Objett. But why might not the People have chofen them{i?lve$ a 

Gflivraor, was there any £>****matter inthfct? ' ' ■■ 

Art/. The People were (o well miVruftCd in fa [bn a his time, that'af¬ 
ter his time, the State being left vacant of a principal $uide t they did 
not count it to be fafe for them to chafe themfelves, therefore they 
asked counfcl of GW, and attended to Gods direction, as appeareth by 
their aft ions, judges i. x. After thatjofljua was dead, the Children 
of Jfratl asked the Lord, faying, Who pad go ftp for tin, &c. 

On the contrary, look how it fared when the people chofe thftn- 
felves, and by fuccefllon, recorded judges p. 6 . And att the men of 
Shechem came and made Abtmilech King,&c. 

By which choice of the peoples own invention, in which they confidt- 
ed not, they enquired not of God, who (hohld govern them. f ■ 

If we read the place recorded, for our learning, we may fee what 
great ajjliHions did befall them j which did evidently spring from this 
root, namely, their miftaking the man. ^ 

More I purpofe concerning this matter afterwards, if God w?ll. 

Our Saviour faith, If the firfl fruits he hbly,fo tore tbe franchfS t 

This was the firfi prefident (\ concern?) re veiled, Tkk the^ooof a 
cheif Judg foccecded in Government next after his Fatheri death: and I 
conceive the people liked this fo well,that during the time of the Jadges 
till they had forgotten this, and grew wanton <citt theyrejefted God) 
there was not the like example or praftife. 

This I infert only as a tafte, and to prepare yow minds to confider of 
what concernment it is to eye God «n <&nfing GW^v/err, for we may 

net warraiitably depriviGovernors of thofelawful rights dc priviicdges 
granted them by Cod. 

Neither is it in the power of the People to remove a King or Gover - 
nor : I would notbemiftakenhere, for where I affirm, that it is not in 
the power of a People to remove, depofe, and punifh a Governor in 
cafe of Delinquency , the Reafon I intend is, Bccaufe that fuch eminent 
perfons arc ufually compafled about with fuch giant-like affiftants, 

that although it be evident in Scripture, that the People have right in 
divers cafes to depofe and to punifh offender*, yet they dare not, they 
cannot at their pleafurc j they may poffibly, by woful experience, come 
to fee they are miftaken in the man, and they may cry out bv reafon of 

their afflictions, but how to remedy them they cannot tell,dor want of 
power. Woful 
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Woful experience we have now had of this, whereby we may catty 

difeern how hard a matter it is to remove a King of Governor , 

though never fo apparently a Delinquent, let us be warned, and en¬ 
quire of God who fhali govern us, fo (hall we be furc we (hall 

Bat to return, we may further obferve in the fame leaf, that Mr. 
<Prj»ne doth acknowledg, That this way, and thefe prefcriptions,wero 
fact)« he had no warrant for, neither from the facred Scriptures, tior 

from any other prefident, recorded in humane Records. 

Ffili 3 7. his words arc thefe, None of our Ancefiors ever demanded 
or enjoyed the like ; nor no other Kingdom W hatfotvtr ft net the 

Creation, &c. .... ~ 

I will not contradift his Teftimony in thefe his cxprcflions. 

In this I fully agree, that the facred Scriptures, the unerring Rule of 

Truth* V& fiw from retaining fuch a prefident, as that the Scriptures 

Teftimonies are evident, copious and eminent in the direft oppo* 

Confider what Mr Prynnc further fpeaketh in his Speech, fol. 39. his 
Words ate thefe. Theft great Offers and fudge' having now na de- 
pendance at all upon the King,, Who can neither place nor ditf lace any 
them. And a little further he adds thefe words, oAs the King hath 

entrustedyon with &c. fo hath he entrufied yon Vsith his Con/ounce , 

and Courts of Equity too,&c. 

This was a rare matter for a King, or Supream Judg, toentrirfi 
another man with his Confcicnce, and more, wich his ( tarts of jnah- 

taittre. , 

A little further he addeth, (fol*o.) That never any Parliament in 

England claimed or enjoyed fuch matters at thefe,&c> 

I do verily believe a great part of the former. 

I hear fome ufe very bitter eipteffions agamft new opinions, and 

againft fome that are not fo indeed. 

But let the godly Reader impartially confider, That thefe matters are 
new Opinions, indeed fuch as neither Scripture, nor humane Records 

can produce, by his own confeflioti. . , 

And further note, That thefe arc not new Opinions, about circum- 

dhmrial mattes,but they do mirth epnerm Gods Olorj,rKi«rs, Gover¬ 
nors, ‘Peoples future fecurity : Arc not thefe Opinions CapM ? U 
Errors, they arC great ones. , , _ „ . ,, 

I fhali but touch one Ufe I make of this, and defire all that are godly 

to 
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5 ° ^ n ^ d "’ L na J?) c ^* That it is good to be humble, meek andjlowly; 

rot God faith, That he will teach the humble , and infiruEl the meekj 

fam.^Aj, That fVifdom that is from above is firfi pure, then peace - 
Mbit,gentle , and?*fie to he entreated* 

Verf. 14. But if there be bitter envying and firife in our hearts , re- 

jojee not; for this JYifdom defeendeth not from above . « earthly, 

fenfual, and devilli fh. * 

love Peace Tht ^ rMtts °f Ri l hteoti f ne f s ufown in Peace , of them that 

Many in thefe times cry out againft Opinions, that never knew, nor 

ferioufly examined their own hearts. 

Firft, It is good to examine our own hearts, where we fliall cafilv fee 

mtirn __ : 1. _i •• / 


1 ignorance, much pride, much evil 

many thingsWe fin all, Jam. M v 




have ,hacby ’ tiat weliaa *•*■« 
c™ ,hat wiU be wif ” ,hm ** 

A " d do exdaim *gainft our Governors , for their remifftefs, in that 
tliey do not at once root out all Errors. 

Butconfider, thou that doft thus, may not thy lot fall amongft the 
number of thofe Heretickj, againft whom thou art (o fierce ? 

Could we wait and perfwade our Governors, in meeknefs of wit 

dom, tor Ketormation of things amifs, then we fliould fooner prevail, 
becaufe God would go along with us* * 

Mr ‘Trjnne is very hot, at fomc times, in cenfuring and delivering 
other mem opinions over to the Sword of the Chrifiian Magistrate*. 
I could advife him to take heed, that he be not too quick-lighted,to fpy 

to condemn and perfecute other men for their opinions: I advife and 


others. 

Let 


and my own heart, to be flow to wrath, flow to cenfure 
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the ftaflf at our oWii doors, for we know not how 


foon it may come to our own turn to be in error. 

James 3. That Wifdom that is from above , is firfi pure, then p, 


&c, 


• \ 


Mr Prynne was in a great Error, in labouring to take, from the King, 

a King, any power rightfully due. T . ‘ * 


fPs°t (^*5* an(1 the remaining part of the , 

uo believe) to diicern tie vjty that God haa appointed 


% 

remed 


medv 

thole 
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thole evils in fiich a way as he himfelf had appointed. 

Confider we well of two things in this Mr Prjnnc’s Speech.’ 

tirft, he faith, That the King fljould be deprived of all Right and 
Tower tn the nomination of Governors. 

Againft this the Scripture is dire&Iy in oppofition; for in the firft 

and pureft time Mofes had that authority to appoinr, or, at the Raft to 

approve, of the Officers under or inferior to him: Read and obferve 
the place, Exod, 18. 24. 

And Mofes chofe men of courage out of all Ifrael, and made them 
Heads over the People,and they judged the People at allfeajons , 

Davtd he appointed the Officers of the Army, as namely, Joub, the 
Captain of the Hof}, and others * and we may read, That the Kings 


placed and difpiaced many, p 
I cannot be large in provin 
In the Sequel to treat more o 


? 


thefe matters. 


fliall have occafion 


Such as Will have Kings (againft Cods will) they may here fee that 

verified, that Samuel fpeaketh of, namely, That they a,all cry out by 

at. . * .CQ'Cl • _ /_I •/» I $ J J J J 


tfon of their afflillions 


u 


ocl will not here them. 


It is many years fince the days of Samuel 9 and the people have been 
much corrupted and oppreffed by evil Kings, which no doubt the 

people difcemedplainly, but none durft, none could help themfelves. 

And had not God ftirred up thefe worthy men (men that to pofteri- 
ties to come fliall be recorded ) for their courage and faithfulnefs, in 
helping the Lord againft the mighty, in delivering the people out of that 


Egyptian 

Confide 
and coft t< 
Suppo 

or make h 


dear Countrymen, under Kings we beftowed 


Suppose the King, then being, fliould dye, or fomc Idolaters poyfon 

or make him away, and fet up his Son, who they fee is inclining to Ido¬ 
latry, in his ftead, what then folio wetli ? jnfn>. Then all our labour is 
loft, or elfe our children fliall be perfected and (lain, for not forking 

their former principles ; and this coineth often co be the afflidioi) both 
of the Father and of the Child. 

Oh that God would open our hearts to be wife 1 
W ell,by my confent,thefc Noble Alls of thefe Worthies of the Lord 
(ball be recorded in Capital Letters, that the Pofierity following may 
fraife Godfor them, that they have been a means to re (lore ? u dies as 

- * a t. - Z?.. /I I 1 / it . . J J u 


the firfi,and Councilors as at the 

1 do not dive much inpo the Laws 

F 


eginning 

f man* 


bccaufc 


not 





not fuffcr me, fo likewifemy fnttnt is to have recourfcjo tic Original* 
the W ill of God k evealed in the Scriptures. 

For this I doubt not, but that all other Laws are (or ought tp be) de¬ 
rived from Cods Laws, thofe being both the Root and Fountain from 
whence they do fpring, and alfo the Pattern and Rule to frjpgqe them 

by, and to try the Equity of them, their bounds and limits. 

Ilibour ( witn the beft abilities that God doth afford tome) that I 
may not decline from Gods Law$,eicher to the right or to the left band, 
and that I may neither add nor deminifh from Jthefe Rulespteffiribed 
by God. 

I fee that divers men Jook fo much to other Rules and Inventions, 
that they forget or turn 2fidc from Gods Tcftimomct . 

F0I 39. Touching the other part, M. 7 >rynne faith, That the King 
hath intrujled others with his Confidence ,&c. 

I conceive it is one great part of the duty of a fuperior Judfi^to have 
a chief influence, and anefpecialpart in the determination of the moft 

Xreifbtj nutters of the State, 

Therefore (I do conceive that) where any fhall depart with this chief 
parrof his work and trull, and put itwholy out of hie opn po\\or % it 
may truly be fil'd of them, That they like wife do part rpifb t heirc onfef. 

enct too , namely, With their good confcience. 

Ic is evident that when Mofcs (for the eafe ofhimfdf, and of the 
peopleJ did appoint other Judges or Officers, 

Yet, the moft weighty and difficult cafes, he judged themhjmfelf, a$ 

appeareth in thefc words; 

Exsod. 18. 26, But they brought the bard catffts fo Mofte, for they 
judged a//fmall matters themfelves. 

This is clear, That both the judges, and afterwards the Kings, did 

J*udg the moft weighty affaires of the State, 

Therefore fit feemeth to me to be evident that ) if jsfioful to take 
that power from Governors that God allowcth to them* 

And this (I conceive) is fo far from fecuring the Peoples Force,That 
contrarily ic bringeth heavy burthens , and nnavcidablt inconvenience?) 

as (God willing) fhall after be fhewed. Untempered roorter will 
hardly well, and ftrongly, cleave together. 

I fhall now proceed to (hew, in wbat refpe&s M. Pry tones endea¬ 
vours were too weak to bind the King, had he been reftored to his 
Throne, which is the fccond Thing propounded. 

Solomon frith* ^rov .20.2. That the fear of a King is like to the 

roaring 


roaring of a Lh*;, That is, it is terribleand Ft<sv, ** 

Wcrnay fee, that dveti the',godly ofr-riiticis> blit of fear, do cbrifcilt to 
do chofd things,, which they ought net tfe><ft>. 

Whirl David defined to number chcr Pe&pl,?;* hfc Officer* dffired hirrl 


(foftr as they durft) that hd would dbfift fVomit 


Sam, 24 .4. Not 


withftanding the Kin^s word prevailed again fl ?oab, and attain/} the 
Captains of thi Hofif&c. ' * 1 

CoOfider,I pray yon, That in cafe that the late King had been reftored 
to his Throne, would not many have febjtfted to His Commands ?' 

would not marly have fpught His favour ? Soldthoa knew that experi¬ 
mentally, ^Trov. 19,16. Many do fee the face of the Ruler. 

To my apprehenfion, it is very evident. That confidering how ftrong 
a party (for number,perfonable men, fitted with many outward appeat- 
ances > veey likely to prevail, and fo they muft needs have prevailed, had 


ances > very likely to prevail, and fo they muft needs have prevailed, had 
God been on their lick*,) 1 fay, confidering what great numbers did 
appeatymd aturmpt with all their ftrength and skill, to the ehd that they 

might have raited the King into his Throne by force, againft the wills 

^nd'without theconfent) of the Parliament , without the oonfenr,and 

againft the force Of the Army t and of the People; without any Articles 
and Agratmem : 

Ancfdonfideringfurther, That thefe Attempts were tfieh made when 

the King was in adverfity, when he had no authority or means to re¬ 
commence them: 

Anclcortfidering fbrther, That thefe Attempts were rtiade in fuCh a 
time, ay the re were feme armedPorces, in feme neafure, ready toop- 


pofeatldpunifhthem: 

To my apprehenfion, ( 
prevailed, to have gained 

mtnymwelulpes, when h 


very evident) That had the King fo fat 
hrone again, he WdS' likely to have had 


For many of the Parliament (it is more then probable) would have 
taWnlwparcyj many of the people that before were afraid to help him, 
would now have flocked in toftrengthen him; many that were fled 
out of the Land, would have returned; many that would have helped 
him,f<fr thfcliap reward ■: Neighbor Nations, in all probability, would 
havdebmj^ed with him; and many more helps,.; which now Icannot 
reckon ofupiTht Army.hiyoppotites, they were to be disbanded. 

Who now would or durft have fpoketi againft hi $ proceedings l It- 

is tabi-crrlfch probable, that in flfort time the godly muft have counted 
thwaftwrwyiftheycould have fled info a corner; yea, many of thofe 

F 2 which 




which then *f!d now were, and are fo much forward to have reftorcd 
J« m to his Authority which formerly he had had, even thefe likewife 
fooidd have tatted of the cup of his indignaiwn: who knoweth not the 
danger of a reconciled enemy,efpecially againft Whom they had fo many 
way^offlnded, and more efpecially when he had had power, ,ndT£ 

n * £ ‘shkclv that the Army, thofe efpecially as had been moft emi* 

of his indignation; but God helped them to fee, and to prevent this! 

in which we may fee (except we will tout our eyes) Digitus Dei, the 

For had theyiate ftill (ha- 
ving a lawful po wer in their hands,as I conceive they had, to help them- 

ftlves) till they had been deftroyed.we might have lamented over them. 

l mi a ^ e< ^^^ ner M a fooUjeth: Hu feet Were not made fad in, 
the flocks, neither Were bit bands bound With fetters ofbrafs . 

. ^ onfitJer thefe things, you that fear God, judg righteous judgment - 
might not our children yet unborn have had juft cauie to have bewailed 

rhfnk fa r? S f °\ r D ? we, , or I can an y man (endowed with reafon) 

would ever have been fo confined as Mr Prynnes Speech importethf 

No, doubtlefs thefe bonds were too weak to bind Sampfon, bccaufc 
they reached not that place wherein hisftrength lay. 

onfider but this, in the next Point, which is the third point pro- 

pounded, namely this, That thefe Propofitions reached not the feat of 
hisftrength; the eftence or being of, hisftrength lay (to my appreher* 
fion)in thefe two confiderable places, namely,in his Throne,in {^Pow¬ 
er, that by verrue of that place was belonging to him; his ftrength lay 
in his ,n ward affoaions, there is the fecond place lay his ftrength. 8 V 

For the fir ft, I have fpoken already,it armed him with fufficient Pow¬ 
er to oppofe his oppofers, and to fupprefs them. .. 

And touching the fecond, namely, his inward affeettions. this was the 
next fecurity to the People; in both thefe Mr Prynnes Arguments do 
fail, and lofe the endpropounded, namely, our fecurity. 

For touching the hrft, his Arguments, they tended to bring the King 

and kept in fuch fetters long or often. p ' ’ 

And touching the fecond, namely, his Heart, of that we have had 
much experience; for if we look to the fruits* (a fure rule to difeem 

tho 


the heart, where aftions 
his heart was carryed ai 


(V) 


apparent 
from us 


) there we may 


adverfaries 


plainly 
‘ies: fc 


fee, that 

r prbof of 


this, I defire tfett we may look back to his favouring Idolatry and Ido¬ 
laters; and prophane perions, and his fupprefTing and difcountenancing 
the moft faithful Minifters and People. 

Was it not for thefe, and fuch like matters, that the whole Kingdom 
in a manner didibrfake and oppofe him at the firft ? And did it not evi¬ 
dently appear afterwards, during the W3r all along, that his helpers, and 
his Favorites were Papifts, {and I believe many little better then A- 
theifts ,) and moft prophane perfons, infomuch that they diftinguiflied 
or differenced themfelves from them that feared God by titles and car¬ 
riages, fuitable to their prophane hearts ? 


Have we forgotten the horrible Blaffhemieii (liable fir earing, 
prophane curfng, a note which the Holy Ghoft £iveth as a property 
of Gods enemies ? Rom . 3.14. jvkofe month is full of cur fug and 

bitternefs • deflrullion and calamity are in their trays , and the 


deflruU 


fpeace they have not known, the fear of God is not bef 


&t\ 


Have we forgotten their whoring, plundering, their perfideous 
dealings, their fine defgns, their bloody cruelties ? Beloved Friends, 
thefe fins were not committed in corners, in fecrer, but in the .fight of 


the Sun. 


to give them patterns in finning ? 

I'Would advife our Royalifs n 
for it- is very evident , that to 
with as much moderation as I m: 
terly againft the Arms and Pan 


moft of their principal Leaders , leading 


yj °f 


take heed What they do, 
iy a great part (to fpeak 
thofe that are fo b\t- 

, declare too evidently. 



That there is too little fear of God before their eyes, but much 
blafphemous fwearing, much curfing, much hatred againft them 
that fear God. 

I am a witnefs of this to my forrow. 

They, that party, that cry out moft efpecially againft the diverfty of 
Opinions, but in the mean time many of them agree in one joynt Opi¬ 
nion (witnefs their fruits) namely this, That they Will caft of gods 
yoke,his Commandments; They Will be fo far from doing the good wilt 
of God, that they hate him that they perceive hath refpeft to Gods 
Laws. 

I hope there are many that fear God, that through wcaknefs feem to 


*3 


fid 

* 






fide 


ihthat 


(;8) 


that, farty t .but let them beware, for if .could Pr£ 

mould finde a //rox? parti acainifl thtmfefvra.' 


vail, they fhould finde a firong party againft themfelves., *' * 

WHl, if ! flioqld be filent, and theitones-they treadoo ibpulcf hold 
thelf peace, yet the moft high God feeth thefe things, who u trCoJe 
fealous of his Honor, and wilrnot hold fuch wicked guildeit 

Dear Friends, (I call God to record) That with grief I rehearfc 

thefe matters , neither do I do it out of hatred toiW^wr//,bucai»*; 
mg at Gods glory, their true good-and converfen. 

Confider, dear Friends, Do not thefe intelligences and corrtfmu* 
deuces, which the King held all along with Papifts,, Idolaterr, with- 
thofe bloody Mnrtherers in Ireland, (who filled their flioes with the, 
blood of fo many thoufands in Ireland, and that in a time of Peace 

as if it had been of War \) Do not thefe declare, That/A*/*fe 

Kwg his heart \iasnlt right With the Lord ? 

Can any man fliur his eyes fo dofc ta hide thefe tkings from hie 


thelf peace, yet the moft 
jealous of his honor, and\ 


fgh 


Note further what the King granted, and Mr Prytine layeth down 




zfnre foundation to build a fort upon agai 
bisSpcech he faith. That the King confi 


inft the revival of fiefiops { 

foots to put down corrupt 


Hijhops, and their appurtenances, c>c. but with this claufeC. That he 


cfltime of hftdejeaiori 7 ' ~ v " 

Now for us to hope. That cmr power Hull prevail more then. the 
King his power, in cafe he had been again received as a King, ( I do 
conceive) our hope.fiiould have been built upon the fand. 

Confider we further. That fuppofe that the Kings heart• was moft 
cordial for. th-fyjts, (of. which there, wasiift ojufp of fiofifrm , if 
we confider 6f & the premijfcs together), then we may cafiiy gather, 

J hat a Dispenfatien from the Pop' w>auU .j _r , 


bonds . 


faky array: $lb thefe* 


Moreover, Jet us but confider, That in cafe, the late King-, had been 
reftored, if h is heart had. not been firm y he fhould- not have wonted 
enough men that would have petl waded him, that thefe tits of cords, 

with which he was bound, wertfouced upon him in his aflSiftionSittnd 

that God had afforded to. King^ other and mor c power: 

And that itfHouldbe a fin in him not to break fuch unlawful Cove* 


forced upon hie. 


i 




And 


Aodilkeit it, That AeJCbg would havencadily cinfented. 

. Then fhould they that bad been a dors in making thofe arts, been 
accounted vilde, andfinners, and no doubt but that they ftould quickly 
fame tailed of the cjsf of his dilfileafstre. 
a? LaAly, Confider, That in cafe that thefe obligations could have 

E evailed, yet what comfort or bens fit fhould the Common-wealth 
ve received thereby.? 

eA#f I. Wefhould have had the maintenance of a titulary King^ 
and his Company, to have provided for. 

Secondly, We Should have had continued emulation and jealoufies 

between die King and the Sssbjell, or ^Parliament, who muff have 
kept feme armed Fooce for their defence. 

For,.can we conceive, That ithe King and his Favorers would ever 
have taken k well and quietly, to have been thus deprived of thofe 
things that they -would have conceived to have belonged to all his pre- 
iceejfere alvyays^nd that no Record from the Creation (neither divine 
nor humane) could giye a prefedent for ? 

Thirdly, Do wc diink this would have brooked, if the Parliament 
weftfinafiill Body, confifting of Lords and Commons) have given 

their dir ell ion and confent to fo many State-matters, from time to 

Then (it feemeth to me that) it would have unavoydahly followed, 

That the Parliament mu ft have fittest continually, or at the leaf ve¬ 
ry often. 

, From which (or upon which) I do not fee but that the Parliament - 
men would have been fo wearied, that they would have fought to have 

rclinqaiiVd this. 

And (I do conceive) that the People would by this means have been 
diftra&ed, divided, and mokfted with Taxations to bear thi % great 

charge, befides many other grievances I forbear. 

Fourthly, To fum up all Mr Prynncs Endeavors together, they hold 
out thus much. 

Firfi, He laboreth to exalt him to the Throne, to that honor to be 

OUT Shepherd ^our Governor ; aman,who(I bdceve)GW had appointed 
IQ death. 

Secondly, He feeketh the fitting up, and the continuance of a Kingly 
government, which (Ibeleeve) God hath numbred and finilbed. 

Thirdly, He feeketh to deflroy, or to weaken thole ithtch wereCwu 
ftrumemally) our btfi friends. 

Fourthly^ 

* 

# 

V- 
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Fourthly, He held It fafer for the CemmoH-wedltfi, and mtfe ad- 

triage out, for to have the con (hint Government of the Common* 
ra/ih to be determined by fuch a great nttmber of 'Parliament-me* 
ther then by one as chief and other Officers, as Judges, diftributed 

no their fever al Charges: but how tar this would have been from 


al Charg 


the pattern of the WiU of God revealed in the Scripture • and how fat 

this would have burthened the people, and put them from their peace 

and comfort, Ipurpofe, if God will, to (hew afterwards, in the place 
thereof, more at large. 

All thefe arife from this root, He feeth the Common-wealth to be 
troubled, and out of order; and (l beleevel he labored painfully to 


and remedy theft 


But God hid from his eyes what 


the true cattfe, and thence proceeded his miftakcs in the remedy. 

Conlider onely this task, When Mojes fate, and the whole People 

came about him, from morning to night, itwa s too great a burthen 

both to him and them : But in cafe many Mofcs’s, many Judges, had 

been appointed to fit, and determine every cafe of the peoples’ then 

Caufes muft needs have been longer in the ifliiing them, and both the 

Judges and the People (hould have been more burthened ; but I forbear 
in this place. 

It is obfervable. That a dt/eafe truly and evidently known, it is in 
a ready and vrobable Way to be cured With more cafe, more fbeed left 

danger, and left cojf. 

On the contrary, Phyficians miftakingthe difeafe, oft-times admi- 
nilter fuch potions, as do more hurt, and do more endanger j So it» 
in this matter, the diftemper is miftaken. * 

My advice therfore is this, 77 ^/ We follow the rvifdom of God, revealed 
*n the !acred Scriptures, without turning to the right , or to the left 

hand: For, I beleeve, if we do follow oar own inventions in thefe 
Weighty matters. Peace and Truth will hardly meet together. 

It God help us to agree in this weighty point, namely, That cur Go. 
vernors be fuch true Shepherds as come in at the true door of Gods re - 

^ l J l > cont * ir, ed in the holy Scriptures; Then we need not to doubt 
but that fuch will love the Iheep, and upon fuch God will bellow his 


bh fled Spirit upon them, to 


the People will 


jpo 

nn< 


de the benefit 




God will own. and 


and will hear their 


We are not left without hope, for God hathpromifed toreflore 

Judges as the fir ft, and Councilors as at the beginning • then /bad 

bt c * ,lcci a c,t J °f Right eoufuefs, Ifaj. i. And by this means 


we 
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we fhafl again acknowledg the great happineGi that it is to have God to 
raign over us» 

Now lee us confider the other part of Mr Prynne his Speech and En¬ 
deavors, which was to render the Army as enemies to the peace and 
fafety of the (fommon-Wealth, as appeareth in the firft leaf in the fuper- 
feriptton, or in the DircUory to the Reader, that he might thereby 
point out to the Reader what he intended in the following Treat ife, 
or matter of his fVritingt , the words are thefe, The nArmits Re- 

monft ranee, Novemb. 20 .tea Wayto fpeedy and certain Ruine, and a 


meer Plot efjefuitet to deft 

This (if we read and coi 


us. 


inn \ u vyc icau <uiu comma the fubllance of Mr Prynne in his 
Speech) will evidently appear, that he labours to render the Army as 
enemies to the Common-wealth, as thofe that fought to bring another 
fVar, and more bloodfheding, as tbofe that were favorites to, and corn- 
plotters with Papifts, Jefuites , as thofe that fought the dcflrutlion of 

Let us now confider, whether this Charge were true or no j and firft 

let os begin at the Hoot, after confider the fruit that groweth upon tho 
Bkanchet' 

Mr Prynne roaketh this the Root or Ground, That the Army la¬ 


beled to bring the late K ing 
Larwt, who is the King of Kin 
Jefuites, to the end they might 


bin 


in bis Throne 
Now fw 


1 juft Trial for the breach of Gods 
; he faith, That this was plotted by 
der the re-eftablijking the late King 


(when it is uprightly confidered of) I believe it will appear di- 
rcftly to be contrary to his Proportions, even as light is contrary to 
darknefs, which appeareth, if we confider thefe two matters: 

I. That the Officers held no correffondsncy with Jefuites, ft known 


is uprightly confidered of) I believe it willa 


be, nor did they favour the Jefuites fo much as other men, 
2. That if there had been many Jefnites in the 'Army difg 


it had been dire lily contrary to their Principles, to their Pro If t 
to depoft thofe Members of Parliament feclmdtd or retrained; 
like wife it was more contrary to the Religion and intentions of left 
to bring the King to a lawfulTryal. 


1 


mi difg 

their P 


If d, yet 


iberity, 

di and 


Fitft, Touching the firft, It is evident (in my 
Army, I mean,the principal Leaders of the Army 


ipprehenfion) 

held no corre, 


their Pralike was di redly in oppoficioo to the Iefn 


confider this, chat the Iefhitts 


l 


l that the 


the lefuites $ firft, bccaufc their Tenents, their RoUtm, 






the Worfhip of Idols, and 


or If we 


hey, 

the 
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the Iefnites , teach and maintain, That Ignorance is the Metberof Pi¬ 
vot ion, and to further that, they will not fuflfer the Lay-people to read 
the Strictures in their own language j the lefuries will not fuflfer the 
Lay-people to difbutc religions matters, mudi lefs to fpeak to an Af- 
fembly of People oy way of Prophecy , and many other like matters, too 
tedious to renearfe. 

Now if we do confider impartially,the Army,both in thek profeffion 
and praftice,are directly oppofite to thefe matters: And that the Army 
held no correfpondcncy with the lefts ires, appeateth in this, becaufe in 
all this War they ufed the utmoft of their endeavors to pull down, or 
deftroy, or captivate that party. Indeed it is confiderable, that the 
Kings party were a great party of either Iefmtet , or thnfc that highly 
tfteemed lefteriet, and by letters and writing, difeovered and intereept- 
ed.it too evidently appeared, that they held correfpondcncy with (hem; 
but I never heard (that I remember) that the Officers of the Amy 
were tainted with that infection, nor that any Writing was cK fobverta, 
of other aft clone by them,that might lead us to have fudriuHithoughts 

of them.. • , . 

And fince that time we may take notice, That thofe Minifters that 
thejuppoint, or thole that they favour, are fuch men that do Wach 
found dofttine, we cannot deny it: Andlikewife, let aflyiefuriebc 

K oduced, that they hate preferred fo the '.Miniftry to this day, if theke 
any fuch (as I believe there arc none) they a me in, and remain, dif- 
guifed, fo that the Army doth not know them to be fuch. 

Secondly,Let U8 confider this,Thatri Wfie contrary ka that yshich the 

Jefmtit and Romijb party all along labored after,for t haft tfuries to 
defire that the King fhould be trysd, much left that hefhtnld be re¬ 
movedfrom theThrone of Government j which appeireth plainly, (if we 
will not he wilfully blind) in as much as the RomifoCathoidjuts. Were 
chiefeft men to help the King to gee into his Throne, upon his own 
terms; They were the chief eft Enemies to thofe that feared God, fudi 
as they termed Roundheads, which Were of the Armies fide. 

, If the King had been reftored to the T hr one of Government, it is ap¬ 
parent that the Romifh party fhould have had much more advantage by 
that, then in cafe the %Army provided to do Juft ice upon him, 

- 1 would not fpend too much tene to light a Candle at Noon-day: 

Rev.ai, tit Jf any will be filthy , let him be fo ft ill •, he fhdl fhortly 

have his reward. 

Now let us briefly confider of the fruits and fuccefs of the Armies 

pro¬ 


( 4 ?) 

proceedings fince the htie Kings death, becaufe Mr Prjnne propheeyed 
in exceeding large terms, That the bringing the King to condign and 
worthy puni foment, for his breach of the Lons of the mofl high God f, 

WithWhomtiqoreYfsett of ptrfons, Th*r won Id bring upon us (Taifll 
he) a foeedy and certain mine, and more prefent and great JVars, and 

tr r * * • 1 —•* ft r-w-> I • «-.%#• S.: • n • r. • . 


t fufton of bfoodamopgfliHtJelves: This Is 1 the very flibftancc of his 
Prophecy, to my apprqhenfion. 

Let us now judg true and righteous judgment, as in the prefence of 


the moft high, an 


ig 11 

Igl 


orious, and blefied God. 


Is not the diteft contrary of this Prophecy, in a great menfun, ful¬ 
filled, and come topafs, which difeovereth that this wots no true Pro¬ 
phecy ? This will evidently appear, if we confider, That in the very 

a fo 


phpey ? This will evidently appear, if we confider, That in the very 

tima of the Kings death, God fo Wonderfully ordered it, that not one 
man loft his life (that I heard of ) by any way, in Jlanding up to refeui 
the late King, although it was not aided in a corner : This is a matter 
not to be puffed without due confider at ion. 


And from that time did fo wonderfully turn about the wheel of 
hil Providence, That we have had peace and quiornefs , in a great me*- 
fttre, both by Sea and Land, to this very day, in this Common-wealth, 


notwith 


MOV ' 

fiandin 





: Can we poffibly reply againft t 


t the contrary party were numerous and bitter. 


V* 

his. 


wherein the very. finger of God 


hath appeared, to the aft omfoment ofG ods Enemies ? 

I do beleeve indeed, That fomc being led away with thofe apprehetv 
fions, That it fhould have been well pit Aft ng to God thnPPht King 
(though guilty of Idolatry, though guilty of much former profantrteft , 
of much blood-fiied in other places before this Wair begun; Though 
guilty inputting for fuffering, orcaufingminy innocentperfonsio be 
put) c q death, both in Englandand Ireland, and guilty of letting the 
wicked go free, and exalting them; Though guilty of the blood of fo 
many jhoufand of Englifh-men: Though gnnty of the capital break¬ 
ing of Gods Laws, in not punifhine and fupprefling thofe horrible and 

openly known Blaffhemers, Robbers , Adulterers, Whoremongers, 

and what not fins were committed operily (not in darktiefs, but in the 
fight of the Sun, in a continued way of Wickednefs ? ) Of which fms, 

ft* committed, with an high hand, it was not poflible but that he mnft 

fheto j Though (guilty of many more fins,' not hereto be 

reckoned up: ) I fay, fome have beeh led a way through infirmitie, fo 

that they thought that it would have been Well flcafing to God that the 
late King fhould have beep clad in Royal Apparel, and have Wafted 


G a 


out 










lt (44) 

tut the/e Jpots, and been again exalted into hit former T front, and 
Pten made the Head , Guide, and Governor of Jo many t he ufamis: 1 

fay, That for thofe that have been fo mifled through infirmities, I pray 
Caod give them found and timely repentance,and lay not this Jin to their 

It a well to be noted, That when DmU caufed that one innocent 

ran Vneh to be put to death by fubtlcty, I to/,Chap. 11, 
■» 4 e^gavc/e«„f t.that fuch a petfon (bould dye, and nuke retiiu. 

«»»i The tells htm he was the man condemned. 

Obferve well, That Davidhy under this fentence till the moft high 
Cod himfdf proclaimed a pardon to his perfon at that time : yet To, 

f&M** A , f C . odtLm i * l,h 0 “g | >‘t«“^ 

yclwbcf had been an eminent mnn for Gods honor many 

letusfurthcrconfider, The, God hath, fiece the hue Kin,, death 
fltwtd hu affrehaueu ■ which hath appeared, if we confider, Thnt 

hfere lb, /at, Ktn^ideath,M w, had »M»r Rif teg,, which eceafieued 
»mht,<MU,,innffr, and hleod-fied, Jhlikewifi, Ged frowned tefm 
m,nfim,m,,b'frn»,of ,h,e.reh, fo,hn, Corn,nndmod „h,r in. 

vtfon,.fitlcd, and wore vorj d.nr : WherebyGod did (to my appre- 

henfion; fliew, Thnt he woe diif Unfed thnt the Teofle, er thofe in 
whefehendt a la}, Sterefe fine infrocetding tefnni/h fo great tn Of. 

..P" j't? T’ 5 ' U *i< n ° tltt ' That fleet the late King, death Gad htth 
tnrnea hufnvenhi, countenance tewnrdt m Vtenderfnllt, as appeared 

by th, Harvefi tf Corn-fat they had feafonable Weather t o reaped to 

by up their Com mfafuj , and I hear rhe people in Cornwal and De. 

ven/btre report, Thnt their Ccn j,elded mere encrenf, in the threlb- 
•"i> >hin formerjeart, ahnndantlj ■ info much thnt one jhtaf y,elded 

SylUp&7 ^ in feme former year,: OurFittingandTra- 

Nfcreover.dod hath gone forth with our /;#/?,with out Army Jo that 
which wty foevtr they turn themfelves, Cod maketh them to profper, 
and viaonoufly to prevail, The very finger of t^appeareth: lam 

ajharacd > and even aftoniflied, tofinde any that fhould objeCt againft 

tJV, yct \ to ° m * n y £ hat will not fee,nor acknowkdg,thtfe wor* 
derfuli works of a glorious and righteous Cjod> 

Uy * Th *f th * ***7 frefper for 4 time : Did 

•at Nebuchadnezzar proffer i and did not Joab pretftr l & c . 

Anfw, 


tsfnjw, There is no reafonable proportion in thefe Arguments ; for 
I do evidently fee, That their Objections, in this kmde, arife from this 

root, namely, btcaufe they are partial, and unwilling that God JhouU 
favor the now being Government and Army ; for whom I do btleeve 

that, in the condufion, both we, and the pofterity to come, (hall have 
oufe to prtife the name of the Lord for them. 

Thefe Objections arife not out of well balanced meditations , for 
compare we Nebuchadnezzar, and other their victories againft the If. 
raelites , and we may read, That fometimes God fuffered the Enemies 
to prevail againft Jfrael ; but how was that? it was by bringing a 
multitude of Enemies againft a few Israelites in companion: But that 
fuchfmali numbers, fuen weak men, upon fuch unequal terms of dif- 
advantage, fhould prevail againft fuch great numbers of able men (in 
outward appearance, fo well fumiihed and armed, with fo great ad¬ 
vantages and encouragements , H in outward appearance; the Oppo- 
fites and Enemies of our prefent Army audGovernment had, I do be- 
leeve the like is not recorded, either in the [acred Scriptures, or in any - 
humane Records . God drive th their Enemies before them , as chaff 
before the toind. 

It is true,That if contrarily we look upon this Army and Govern¬ 
ment as thofe that love and fear the Lord, then we (bmetimes, in Scrip¬ 
tures, findc Goi doing wonderful and miraculous matters, exceeding 
thefe Victories, but not ufually, for thefe are tranfetndent Fi dories. 
But if we Ihould look upon the Parliament and Army as upon Gods 
Enemies, I doubt not but I may faftly affirm. That there is no Record, 
neither divine nor humane, that fbeweththat Cod did ever do fuch 
wonders, give fuch victories, upon fuch unequal terms of difadvantage , 
to the Enemies of his Church and People ; fo many, and in fo fbort a 

fpace of time, as thefe have been effected: The Lord open the eyes of 
all thofe that love and fear him. 

Confider further, That in all thefe proceedings we may note, That 
our worthy (and dearly beloved ) Generals have not aipired to any 
place of Government further then they have been evidently called: in 
all thefe Wars they have endured many perils, much affliction, much 
hardfbip; and when God givethto them victories, they lay down their 
Conquefts,aod give^thofe pWs into the hands of the State, 

Confider that we may read of men, that had not fuch opportunities, 
as they have had, that have attempted and obtained Crowns and King¬ 
doms to themfelves by violence. 

G 3 Confider 
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Confides further. That in thofe Prepofitiem thatthe Atnft,their 
Officers, propounded to the Common-wealth, to fettle a (jftvtrnmu$ t 
by men fdeded, through the Land, did they name thcmfdves to be 
chofen into great places ? No certaii dy; Tlxy put it further off, into 
the hands ofothers, who in after*tfiwsmuft hate been their fudges: 
And further, Thechoyce of tbpfe they Oounnitted to others thatwtw 

(hangers to them- Whereby kphu>jy a^?pe«reth, That faceordiog to 
that meafure_ of Light ( in that teeter) that God imported «o them/ 

gw 


they fought Gods 
not themfelves. 


and the good of the Commonwealth, and 


. Ohjtii. .There arc tpany other Objeftion* very impertinent ori'n- 

confiderate, at namely, That this Stan nowfuff troth many evil Opiki- 

ew andTraUkes. 

Anfw, I could define every roan to take heed firft to his own ways, 
for it is theprafticc of too many,to bearelefs in examining themfelves. 


and forger, not alt 


contrary party, and 


ther, that many now leap over the cffetKcs of the 


occtrier, i 

i bury the 


m ifrfilence 


leap 

CaB 




evil good 


I do not doubt, but that the Government doth fabour to fuppntis 
all known fin, and I believe that as God giveth to them time and oppor¬ 
tunity,we (hall fee it appear by chew (runs,which God grant. 

Sopethjog more I fudg myfelf jn dutybound to write, touching 
that Book entkukd* The Sword of Chriftia* Aiagiilracj Supported, 


From 

Wtktcn: 


by Mr William 7 ’rynne 


2 


hing 

'ted, 


ie gene 

nd the 


oeral 


ims'rr 

confide 


eratio& of the whole roactec. as it is there 


winiuii «uu uic manner thereof i Confide?jpg kkewife what poms 
h^hath taken in the alledging and feacdvng fb, many Records of hu- 

fpane Antheri, of Gmpcten, Kings, Stmts, Magitates, the Confent 
ef Auden* and Modern Writers, the Statute Lares of England". 

Confidering like wife the great pains, time and charge he (pent about 
the other his Labours, namely, that Speech of his to the Honfe of Com* 


A dated the 4 of D 


neiy 

mp. 


1648 


Upon the eonfideration of the whole, it C&ufeth me to confider, how 
we are oftentimes mifttkeh, when we too earneftly, and with much 

care and induftry, endeavor to attain matters, which could we accotn- 
pWb, (thofe things chat we fo affect ionatdy labour after, which ofterv 


falUhorcofi) 


1 


they would bite little avail Us, and often¬ 


times tarn to out great dffad vantage. 

VVe dftcn travefb thofe wtys.that are a great way about, when we 
might go a nearer and fafer way, and attain the end #f our journey 

with tnofceafe and fafety. f, I 


(47) 

I do not jtidg, That it k unlawful to cite the Tetiimcmes'dt other 

Records, befides die Tefrimony of the Word of god, but to fpend much 
labour or time in the allegation of other Tejtimonies befides the Word 
of God contained in the Scriptures, the unerring Rule of Truth, ldo 
conceive it ads but little (kength to the caufe,if it be a matter that bind- 
eth the conference in holy duties: For when we alledg the Word of 


4 delivered by the Prophets ahd 


tApofl 

>rity (ar 


(men immediatrly 


by God ) this cometh with the Authority (and hath the Majcffy )ofC 
(lamped upon it; this cometh with power, it fearcheth, cryerh 1 
convinoeth the heart, and inward afftdions, it is likeatwo-cdg 
fworcb it pierceth fpeedily andunrefrflibly t TheWr kings of own 
not Ufclefe, but being compared with the Word of God, they aheu 


but 


candle compared with the 


Now for men that would 


walk by the benefit of the light, ( and defire that others ftiould walk 


by ihfc ftlme light ) for fuch men to fpend, fo much pains, to light many 

.candles fofbeW ( it he way, (then ae nodn-day, whebthe ^vfhincch hi 
hisi>reHgth) Is tW ro fo much ipurpofe. 

>TheWotd of God cometh thus, namely^ Thus faith the Lord , &c. 
But when men-alledg rhe Teftimonies of other Writers, they miift 
‘cotnedad'ln*t/»is htf>it ( namely) He faith, •; i * : 


It often cometh to 1 paft 


aith. 




Jo ' * • 


wlten \^eaMfointem4‘foftudiou5 




lLLl^L 


and fpend jo mufch time in fearching, examining, and* pledging fo many 
tfther Authors, (befides Gods unerring Word) it often cometh to pafs, 
that We are too fhort in our allegations of the Word of God it felf, the 

lively and clear Fountain of Living Waters* 

"W this means of looking too much upon humane authorities, and 
neglefting (or too little taking heed) to the Word it felf, it cometh to 
pafs oftHiroes, tharfntmane Authors, varying In their judgments, lead 

us afide into thofe Errors that they hold. 

4. From this Root it-Cometh to pafs, that the Servants of Cod are 
too much flighted and defpifed, fo>r they being ooovwfaut,' and ftndibus 
chiefly of th&Wotd of God, they are but !manly'refpetted,becaufe they 
come adorned and decked chiefly with plainneft and fimpiicity: Ttul 
cometh thus apparelled, 1 Cor. -2.4. Neither flood my words, and my 
preaching in the inti png words of mans rvifdom , but in plain evidence 
And trover. Was nor this the caufe that Chrifl lefus was fohiucKde- 


and power. Was not this the caufe that Chrifl Jefus was fo touch de- 
fpifed? Was not this the caufe that his Apoltles and Difcipks \Wr.e 
defpifed ? Read 1 Cor. 2. 1 1, & 13. Which things alfo we teach or 
freak,not in f h* Words which mans Wifdm teacheth , but which the He* 


lyGhofi t cache th 


5. Oft 














5 * Oft-time* this (bring adorned or ipprtdled fo modi with the 
xutborities of fo liwny other Writings befides the Word/ lifts us up in 
our aflfedions, to prefume more then is meet, and eaufeth us to deipife 
many of Gods Saints, and little ones, that are not thus apparelled with 

fo many humane authorities : And (I believe) it too evidently appear¬ 
ed, that from this very Root is fpruog up fuch a flame offire, that will 

with much difficulty be quenched; God grant it may be quenched, , 
6. My Endeavors are primarily the glory of God, and that Pence 


<5. My Endeavors are primarily the glory 

andTruth may meet and kifs one wether. 





ELlaiM-. '/riiTTfT 
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ft to be h 



and meek 


mey 

leflo 


on much urged by 


Mefet, the Prophets, Chrift, and his Affiles, and yet how little do 

we profit?) and I doubt Hoc but Gods Name will be much honored 
many of our brethren will be much edified, the weak much ftsensrh^ 




felves much more 


re appro _ 

flame of the fire of hatred and contention will be much abated, and 
thereby we (hall poflefs our own Souls with more pe*Qtymd fag jnd 
Truth will meet and embrace one another fooner. , . 

Dear Countrymen, and Chriftian Friends, Be not mauyMafters, 

knowing tbnt We /hull receive thegrenter condemnation, Jam. %. i. fa 

* the Apoftle ftiould (ay, Conflder, that by thefe contentions we (hall 


vedinthe 


contention 


J, the weak much ftcength- 

* torts of others, aodche 
will be much abated, and 


knowing tbnt We [bull receive thegrenter condemnation ,]nau | 
»the Apoftle ftiould (ay, Conflder, that by thefe contentions 


proflr, but much iofs 


Now conflder, whence .come out contentions? co 


§ 

they not 


through pride ? Yea certainly they do, witnefc the Proghett and Apo- 

ftbt i conflder, That Godreftfteth the proud, needgivetk trust to the 
humblenudmeek, Jam. 4 . ’ . 

God WiU tench the humble his Wnys. Pfai a. 




1 wm tm 

fircthrin 


Countrymen and Friends, That I could prevail with 


you in this particular, That you would forbear one another ,, nud inftruO 

one another^ nud build up, and edifie one another in lovt\ Let every 
man eft tern other better tl. 00 himfelf: Let there be no root of bitter - 

nefsamongst us* 

PfaJ. Wait upon God patiently, and he (ball fain r it to pa ft s thine 
eyes (baUfee it, and thy heart /bad be glad. 

And this 1 doubt not, but that I may fafely affirm by the facted Au¬ 
thority of Gods revealed Will in his tyord, That if ever thou flbak meet 

Cfatift 
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Chrift Jefus as thy Husband, in his Kingdom, to thy comfort, thou 

muift come to him as a Bride prepared for her Hufband, (in which 
preparation this is a principal part ) namely, to be inwardly adorned , 
1 nritked, and furmjhed With lowlinefs, With humility. Pretend what 

in chrift thou wilt, orcanft, whofoever thou art. if thou haft 


faith i 
not th 
Chrift 


good meafure, thou (halt never meet 9efi 


of 


Excufeme, dear friends, if I digrefs, or be large (though not large 
enough) in this matter ; for this is a principal preparation to the way 
where Peace and T ruth d welleth: Time bids me forbear. 

To return to the matter of Mr Prynnes Book: in the Book entituled, 
The Sword of Chriftian Magi ft racy fnpported, I finde therein many 
precious fentencet auedged, or taken from of the Word of God, out of 
the Word of God, being the very authority , the very Writings of the 
Apoftles and Prophets : Thefe Scriptures, come tome with authority • 

I confent unto them, whether they were written ( before the Coming 
of Jefus chrift in the Flcfti) by the “Prophets , or, fince the Coming of 

our bleffed Saviour, by his Apofiles, Iacknowledg them all, and re- 
joyce to conflder the (plendor , beauty , excellency and comfort that is 
contained in thofe, Scriptures. For whether fuch fen fences were writ¬ 
ten, before Chrifts Coming, by the Prophets, or, fince his Coming, by 
the Apoftles , they were all Gods Minifters, his Meflengers, his Embaf- 
fadors, blefled Meflcngers, God fent them, his Word is true and faith¬ 
ful, unalterable. 

I conflder,. That God that fent thofe fentences is not, as man, vari¬ 
able, that is to fay, of feveral mindes, but is the fame ytfterday,to day, 
and for tvtr ; Therefore I hope God will not fo far leave me, as to re- 
fufe tlx authority of his Word ; for I had rather my tongue ftiould 
cleave to the roof of my mouth, and that my hand ftiould lofe its ufe, 
then that 1 fhould rcfofe or diflike the Word of God, the rule or fquare 
of Jerufalem, and one of Jertsfaltms chief joys. Within that pre¬ 
cious Word is contained all thofe precious ft reamt that refrefh and 

make glad Jerufalcm, the (fity of God . God hath magnified his Word 


Name, Pfal 


gainft the Word of God. 


dare prefume to fpeak 


Moft of the fentences , fo alledged by Mr Prynne , being the Word 
of God, 1 do acknowledg (and to my undemanding) they are of moral 


all 


and ufe: I do except againft none; 1 have not cxaftly 


H 
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Ido acknowledg likewife, That he hath drawn many neceflary Ob-> 

fcrvations and Conduftons from the Scripture/, fach as (l do beJceye) 
are agreeable to the Will of Cod, as they are the truth of Cod. Yet I 
ftiould humbly defire M .Vryn to review hisLabors,wherin,I do bekeve, 
he may (if God help him) finde caufe to revoke certain matters there 


Book contained 


pprehenfion, are very offenfive and finful 


Of the Brethren. 


mg, or deriding men, under the names of the Saints 


Secondly, For that it feemeth to me that he doth turn the edg of the 

Sword againft many of thofe that love and fear Cod, and defire to do 
his Will. 

In the firft leaf (in his Epillle directed to the Houfe of Commons) I 

finde him ufe thefe e*preflioos,T o M. Dell and his Independent Saints j 
and the like again is tried,/a/. 2 . Mr Dill and feme of his Saints ■: and 


in the fame leaf again 


Saint Overtons; And a li«Ie further thus. The Sectaries and l»de+ 
pendent Saints : Thus in divers places he reproached) many under thefe 
names of the Saints and the Brethren t, and foch like terms. 

To my underftanding this is a/uft catifeof offence: 

- Firft, Bccaufe this name of Saints , and of Brethren, are ftot in them* 
felves evil, but they are u fed and approve*! of irrthe Scripture phrafes, 
as Deut. 33. a. He came With ten thonfatidt of hi* Saints, Pfii.3r.32. 
O love the Lord all ye his Saints. Dan. 7. 18. The Saints of the moft 


himfelf thus, Saint Lilbum 


high. Mat 


Many bodies of 


Rota 1.7. Called to 


t 


Saints. And fo the name ck'Brethren, DeUt. 15.7. •& 33, 9. Ffa 


you thrtf 


my Brethren and Ctsmpan 


Rom. 12.1 . 1 befeech 


I do beleeve, Thack is unbefeemin 


an, to call any other Chriftian, or any urvar>£&<ixr 3 by way of reproach ; 
We may not play with holy things: God givtth tnisname of Saint t 
and Brethren tohis Ele&, as a Title of honor and refpeft : It cannot be 
good for any to reproach another with the title, or badg, or cognizance 
of hfs own proftmon. 

Secondly, Becaufe there is more then sn appearance of evil in fuch 
expreffions by way of reproach: It was the cuftom of the Heathens 


name 


? 


Chrifti* 
proach; 
Saints 


to upbraid the Chriftians by thofe names, by way of difgrace. And it 
is the guife aqd cuftom of too many profane Englifh, at this day, to 
feoff and fcora thofe thac truly love and fear God under thofe names of 
the Saints, or the Brethren, Do we not know that this is properly 

and 


(50 

and frnly our Titles/mr names that we ought to own ? For If we be not 
of the number of the Saints , of the Brethren , it had been better for 
us that Vve had not been: The ungodly arc apt enough, and too apt 
to learn this cuftomweneednoc to put words into their mootjis, 

2. Touching the fecond stoat ter offenfive, it is becaufe he doth often 
diretf, or incite the Magi [I rate againft Separates, Avabaptifts, I»^- 

pendentsy&c. under thefe names, in fo much that the outward fh?w 
of his Writings ftrikes much at all of thefe forts. 

For the name of Separates , there arc few (that doubtlefs he intends) 
that call themfelves by that name. But thus much I fhould fay for that 
mat ter fA.P rjn himfelf is a Separate in fome fence* He is,or ought to be 
feparated from the evil works of the Devil; he'will acknowledg thac 
he will feparute from thofe works. Secondly, He is (I beleeve) in 

judgment and profcjfton feparated from Idolaters and Vnbeletvers. 

Thirdly* He is feparated, or ouoht to be feparated, from falfe dottrines, 

and from the openly kjtorrn , ob/linOte, and notorious, finful, unrepent - 

ant finners. In thefe fences (I conceive) he will allow of Separation; 
Therefore all Separation is not unlawful. 

Ic maybe thofe Separates , that be intends, go fomething further; 
They feparace like wife from fuch Congregations as are out of ordet, 
conceiving that where order is not , there Will be confufion in the admi- 
mjftration of, holy things ; conceiving that thereby Gods precepts rauft 

5 c made voyd by fuch confofions: There is not power in the Church 
to purge and reform things amifs in the Church. Thus much I would 
fay, That, I believe, amongft that number there are many of thofe little 
ones , concerning whom Chrift faith, Mat. j8.6. That it Were better 

that a miljlone Wert banged about the necl^of them,and that they Were 
cajbinto the Sea, thatjhad ojfiesidene of them that beleeve in the Lord 
Jejus Chrifi. 

I fhall propound to confidefation the oafe, firft of the As/abaptijfs 
(fo called;) Thefe deny the Baptijm of Children, ( this I beleeve is 
dearly thkir error , ) yet if they differ in this point ortely, why may 
they not be fuffered to live in love and in peace with U9, fo long as they 
lead a godly , a peadcabte, and a quiet life ? If they do not rail (or fpeak 
evil of Bapti tH ii Mi) bur. onely differ concerning the ctrcumQance 
of the time when it foouW beadminiftred. Let us confider that we our 
felves do not tie the ! Difpenfatiom( fo to an hour,or to a day ) but that 
upon feverak ocdafiboswecto differ: So it is to beconfidettd concern¬ 
ing divots dtber Opinions, fo long a$ they lead a godly, a peaceable, and 
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a1 fuiet l>f? t why may not they live lovingly and peaceably atnongft us ? 

Confider circumfpe<%, That concerning all perfons (that were not 
of the naturalfeed of the Jfraelites ) there is no part of Gods Law (I 

beleevcj that doth command or binde them to partake with the Ifra- 

elites, either in the Takeover, or Circtemcifion , nor in other holj du¬ 
ties that were peculiar or proper to the Church of God. 

Confider likewife, That there is no precept (1 beleevej in the Gospel 

that giveth authority to Magiflrates to force men to believe orbrail ife 

fitch holy duties : This is confiderable, That God hath exprefiygiven 
power and command to Governors , in divers cafes, to punirn matters of 
commijftony or evil things , provided that Governors go not beyond 
the rale. I am no Judg in thefe mattersy therefore thefe matters being 
weighty, I (hall refer it to thofe that God appointeth to Judg. 

This I would fay to all men, to all Opinions, Let us keep dofe to 
(jodj rulesy that fo God may chufe our Governors for us; and let not 
us then fear, for if Governors be of (/Offending, Gadwillblefs them 

with his Spirit , they will love the Flock., and give true and righteous 
and merciful judgment. 

The point is Weighty in matter of Separation j I dare not prefume to 
determine many points in controverfte about that matter : I do’fld- 

knowledg (that I do conceive J That Reformation is more agreeable to 

the tVid of God theh rigid or total Separation : But heVe I» {peak onely 
to defend them from more violence then (I conceive ) id meet. 

But further, fuppofe that things , masters, in and concerning the 
fVor/hip of God, be fo unfetled, or difordered (to tbeir under ft a nding) 
that they can fee no other prefent way to pleafe God but by Separation • 
I had rather leave them to God to Judg, then rafhly to fentence them : 
I am no Judg in this mattery therefore I leave it to them td Judg the 
caufty whom God hath appointed for that purpofe. 

Touching ihelndependentSyl could wifh that none would acknowledg 

that namey without due and circumfpeft declarations of their intents 
touching Independency, For there is a direft and total Independency , 
and there is an Independency according to that reference , or objefl, or 

mattery with which it is compared, or to which it is referred: As for 
wftance, if God command one thingy and the Magiftrate command 
that which is direftly contrary thereunto; in this cafe a man hath no 
fuch dependance upon the Magnate's Authority f but that Gods com¬ 
mand is tb be kept, although thereby the command of the Magiftrate 
be ncgletied: And I belecve that tnis is the true intent of thofe ( or 

many 
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many of thofe that are called Independents. On the contrary it would 
be a great Error to conceive, That the Magiflrate is not to meddle in 
fpiritual matters, as duties of the fecond Table 1 ; for the Magiftrate 
watcheth for Gods Glor^y he is to fee Gods Laws kept, and the Delin¬ 


quents punijhedy according to a Rule prescribed by God, whether it be 

for the breach of the Duties of thefirft or fecond Table; and for the 
diftin&ion of Spiritual and Civil, this is evident, That the breach of any 
Rule, of any Command of God, is of a fpiritual nature, and either wc 
muft acknowledg no punifhment for any fin, or elfe for all fins accord¬ 
ing to a Rule: This is only to be referred to the wifdom of them ap¬ 
pointed to judg; many are afraid to acknowledg that power which 
God hath given to Governors, namely, becaufe fo many Governors 
have exceeded the Bounds and Limits of the Rule prescribed, and 
by that means many have been perfecuted that fbould have been 
fparecL 

Now that which offendeth in this work of Mr Vrynne (in my apnre- 
henfion) is becaufe he flriketh too generally, and by that means endan- 
gereth many that Should be fpared and helped. 

I would not engage to try the equity of the whole work of The 


and for the 


>nre- 

dan- 


Sword ofChriftian Magi(lracy Su 

not called me to that work, I (hall 


pported 

leave th 


:dy becaufe I believe God hath 
the confidcration of it to thofe. 


that God hath appointed to judg. 

The Cafes that will come to be tryed in this kind, or of this nature, 
are many, and differ much according to the Objefts and Circumftances, 
and cannot wholy be fo determined, but that much muft be left to the 
wifdom of the Governors. 


Concerning the death of the late depofed King, Mr J 
bath learnedly trved and determined the iuftnefs thereof. 


ohn Goodwin 




to m 




beft 


undcrftandingj to whom I fhould refer the Reader; only a word 
or two I conceive may not be impertinently fpoken concerning that 

matter . 

The firft thing that I propound to confideration is this, namel ^Whe¬ 
ther that at and before his Tryal for his Life, his Judgment and Exe- 
cutiony he Was properly a King t or Was depofed from being a Kingy fo 
that in that condition mat vee not look upon him as one that had been 


that in 


*, he Was properly a Kingy or Was depofed from being 
in that condition may we not lookjuponhim as one th, 


King , but for fuch juft caufe depofed, that to the equity thereof f both 
the tfoufes of ^Parliament , together With the Army,and the C ommon - 
wealthyConfented, and were allors therein t and confented thereto f 

Doth not this evidently appear, if we confider that the Tarlianitnt 

H ? for- 
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declared. T 


they were forced to difdainibil 


fOTraerly, manyandfetenlttfirff, bypubltquelwri * * * 

the King was fo far a Delinquent, that they were forced to difdams hit 

onUftii ak f “P Arms ?gainft bim f 30tbe Kccumi 

lllllS"? 1 ' . brin B reftore <f» *>» forme, Xinglhin, 


rJTt|A; M iL. 4 L J I ^mhc piuictucmu 

thf y ^Wued the late Kmg.and h is par ty :Now in this condi* 

!2 1 ?* ,n ? d ' not bein B ftftored to his former Kingrtiip* 

whtchbeingconfidered, will it not appear, Thatthofc thatgawftS 

J?!* 11 ? tho f f tbat him to histryal, inddid 


caufe Juftice to be executed upon 
•King, but of one that had ocei 


not take away thr Hfcof 


again ? 


en King, and hoped Id to- have been 


SeconcHf I do propound to confitferari on, Whether It he not lawful 

ctejerts»d to depofe Kings, and to bring them to punifimsent, for the 


Law JUaJi be to all. Exod. 


L a ? t L a f* v,i ? t hfl** in charge, h(h. 8 . Let 

&« t 2 "» riSST mj/i •«**»**' 

v ■ J ° ^ IwrHe God fpeaketb -the. fame matter air the duty of 

xJrdem'tL l7 ru it **? d * hf ” h * Wfi* *f°*. the TAnosoe of hit 

M Jr??* tknjhall he Writ* him rht Law rvf/aud i*<* Book' 

fd^fT u J^ h ‘ ram M ***** «»*/•> *** />' 


the Lordhie qodi - 

r may prolong his days in hit Kingdom,#, 


e&uSZ lS* Uw r 'i ,b Tf'WUlif Ji*»e left tfaroto 
AmZJli Ur • C0I ] Dr ? r,, y Goc l doth dnwftly. hiTpbfc upwuthet» the 

diligent obfemuon of aUJwLtws^ ■ • ; . ... !, F 

in Wn^dflinlv?mAt T !i at tbe f f)reach J of Gods Laws were pun i (liable 

L ”7 l By thw <v/m.ypl«nly fo, 

mandr, then fits days wins Kingdom may be ftawmedf^ 

IwTimMi d0th oh, T tlwm ( ° «g»n» tke 


idi oh 'T tlwm regard the 

thrd^of Kings may beprolongcd r themon theieomniry^thtMeg. 

leding 


ledthg (and much more for the grievous breach,of) Gods Laws, their 

days may be fliortned. 

To this purpofe we may read, That although Jofbua were a man that 
was placed as Oovenwr over Jjrael by God himftlf, fnd although he 
were fo eminent a man for piety, a man that had long and eonfbmly 
walked in the ways of God, ofwhofc godlinefs the people had had 
long experience; yet obferve what tbe people anfwered to Iofhua in 
point of their obedience, recorded Jofi.\.s6. Then they anjwertd lo- 
fist**, faying , All that thou hafl commanded us eve will do, #c. Vcrf. 

>7* dr we obeyed Mof ?s in all thing/, fo will tty obey thee j only the 
Lord thy God be With thee , as hefras With Adofet. 

Hence we may obferve, in thefe words. Only the Lord thy God be 

With thee , as he Was With Mofes , is plainly iniplyed a conditional'fub- 
j eft ion in the people; as if the people (hould have faid, We defire to 
be excufed, in cafe that we do fee it appear by rhoffc fruits that thou 

iprmgeft torch, that God is departed from thee, and that thou lor fakeft 

chofe paths m which God hath commanded os to walk, and hath com¬ 
manded thee to obferve, in fuch cafes we will be free, we do notpro- 
inife to be obedient to thee: This is a plain conditional engagemenr, 
irnpiyed plainly in thofe words, Only the Lord thy God he With thee,as he 
Was With Mofes. There is no King, Emperor or Governor whatfoever, 
but they are included all of them within the Rule of Gods Law, that is 
to be the Rule and Guide of all their Aftions, the Bounds thereof they 

may not pafs by, taming tfide either to the right or to the left hand, nor 
by adding to the Commandments of God, nor by taking any thing from 
Gods Commandments. Mofes was a notable, excellent, and eminent 
Example to Governors, he obferved Gods Laws willingly and circum- 
fpeftly, fo did Jojhua, and all thofe Judges that were chofen itnmedi* 
sccly by God: Thus Dsvid did endeavor to walk in Gods ways, and 
fcmeofthe Kings of Jfrael, although they lay under great temptations, 
bemg lifted upfo high inthe opinions trf the people; thefe all acknow¬ 
ledged the Law ofGod to be their Rule, their Guide, and their Bjunds. 

For the breach of this Liw old EH was puriifhed with tempord 
death, although in his own perfon he were ctrcumfpeft and obedient, 
yet becaufe that he fuffered Gods Laws to be violated by his own fons, 
God asto provoked, that he caketh away his fons by the fword, and the 

fethet by an untimely death; an eminent pattern lor Governors to 
look upon. 

Governors are leading men, their example is more prevaWnt then 

others, 






others 

t 

great r 
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they do more hurt then others by their evil examples 

en /hall be greatly tormented. 


therefore 


Cod fpared not Kings that broke and violated his Law: Saul, 
though he was chofen to his place by Cod immediately, and therefore 
was anointed with oyl after an extraordinary manner.yet when he went 
beyond the Bounds of Gods Commandments, though it were in offer¬ 
ing Sacrifice, a matter good in it felf, yet becaufeit was more then God 


commanded, God caft him out of his place fi 


If we add to Gods 


Will revealed in his Word, we fin, or if we deminilK 

Objeft. Butts there any prefident or examp/e that warrant eth 
people to depofe and puui/b their Governors ? 


An f-t 


he Condition exprefled, and recorded in the Book of lofkua 


doth plainly hold out. That the whole body of a people, or fuch as re- 
prefent, or are Deputies for the Common-wealth, or part of that body, 
may, in cafes wherein their Governors ad not for God, but contrary 
to his revealed Will, in fuch cafes (I conceive ) the Word, recorded in 


the Book of fofhua, plainly warranteth, and teacheth 


pght to make fuch exceptions 
wer, were a part of the peopli 


had not been 


epeople 
fled, vei 


peopl 
ve % 


>ie, That they 
ojhua his An- 


And although this Covenant, or Ca- 
t had been the peoples duty and wifi 


dom to follow him in Gods ways, but not other ways. 

If we take notice,andconfider that place, recorded X'Jumb. ay. i . Th 

people began to commit whoredom With the daughters ofMoab , &c 

The people for this caufe wire commanded by God to llay chofe Go 
vernors that were guilty in this matter; The Lord /aid to Mofes 

Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up before the Lord a < 

gainjl the Sun, that the fierce W rath of the Lord may be turned from 
Jfratl, Numb.af. 4. 


b. ay. i. The 
Moab, &c. 

y chofe Go- 


Now this fheweth, That it is Gods Will that Governors {hall by the 

C ople be punifhed in fuch cafes as are notorious breaches of Gods 

w; for although thefe Governors were not equal, but* inferiour to 
Mofes, yet they were Governors of the people; as for example, all 

Governors are not Emperors, nor all Kings, nor all Judges, of an equal 

rank,yet they arc all of one kind, Gods Law bindeth, and hath the fame 
authority over all. 

But further, confider this, it is there recorded for our learning, Num. 

25. < 5 . That pne of the children of Ifrael brought unto his brethren a 


25. 6 


Aftdianitips woman, in the fight of Mofes , and in the fight of &c 

Note, That this man Was a Trince , Vcrf. 1 4. 


Vcrf. 
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Verf. 7. And Wfhen Phineas the fon of Aaron fan it, he rofe tip, &c. 

'dink* bear in his hand, and followed the man of Ifrael into the 


aadtc 

Tent] 


rufi them both through , &c 


From (jus Text it plainly appeared, That in fuch openly known fins 
Prinje^ire liable to pupifliment ;nay further, That Godf taketh this as 
a matter that is fo acceptable to hint,that he rewardeth it with an extra- 
ordinaryjcpmmen^fion and reward. 


of 


Vjjtf. 10,-T,hen 
Aa^on, hath 


t ion and reward 


tnlhe Lordjj/akf unto Mofes, faying, Phineas/the fo> 
turned'Wine anger away from children of ifrael 


wM% he was zxalont for my f*k* amougfi them, thereft 

W, a . 'l I a I I a . ^ ▲ . W 


ifymefithe thildren of Ifrael in my jealoufi 


Verf. i l. tvhercfo 


I faiupto him, Behold I give unto him my Covenant tf Peace. 

fibre note', That Phineas ftqod not to fearch over the Piindiliocs of 
theCornmon LavyS, neither was he a Judg, nor ordinary Officer to put 
men to death,; he Bayed not till this man was tryed by his Peers, but he 
conndcttd thtfcGpd was highly difhonored.the cafe was extraordinary, 
therfore fie put his life in his harld,and couragioufly & iealoufly purfued 
the tranfgre<To{,and flew him,this ia recorded for our learning; Ro. 1 5.4. 


therein 



tfoev 


jit his life in his hand,and couragioufly & iealouf 
of,and flew him,this is recorded for our learning 

ngs are Written aforetime, are writenfor oftr 


v If fctt> bfe admired. That people they fhould be offonded at the Ar- 
mpi tffcUt feme of the Parliament, becaufe they executed Juflice upon 
fuefi an'offender as had finned in the fight of the Suq, by fetting 
up Idolatry ; chat had finned, in {bedding innocent blood; fhch an of¬ 
fender as was tryed and found guilty to the knowledgof the Land, and 
by the opinion of Lords , Commons , Army, and JVop/r, witnefs their 

Writings iq Print; and is this fo hainous a matter ? 

- This malieth me call to mind the Prophecy, Revel. 18.115,17. Alas, 


alas, that great Citf that Was clothed infino linnen, and purple, and 
fcarlet, and guilded With gold, andpreciousfior.es, and pearls \ For in 

one Mur fo great riches are come to deflation : And every fbip-ma- 
fier, and all thi people that ocupy /hips, and Whofoever doth trafique on 
thefea, Jhallfiaudafar off, and cry, &c. But what faith the Spirit of 
God ? Verf. 10. O Uneven, rejoyce over hfr, and ye holy Apoftles, for 
Godhath putri/bed her to be revenged on her for your fa kgs. 

Dear Friends, you that are not drunk, but'in godd frames of heart, 
confider, that this great Tower of Confufion is fallen; the Prophets 
foretold of thefe days, Ifaiah, Daniel, Hofea, Micah, and oihefc. thev 


"let, ami gu tided With gold, and precious fli 
Mur fo great riches are come to defolati 


no linnen, and pur ply 
floret, and pearls ; 


.That core 


accompliffifd that 


oreupn 

Goa d 


Governors muft down j I believe the 
lid in his counfcl determine thefe mai 


I 


there 
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therefore hang down your heads no longer, butyoa that wait for the 

Sal-cation cf/fraelUl't up your heads. 

I pray you, Countrymen, note, That the asirmy and the Parliament 
they being zealous for Cods glory, they put their lives in their hands, 
they look all oppoficions in the face, they executed Jufticc upon an of¬ 
fender j this was Gods work that guarded them with ftrength, this 
aft of theirs was beyond their own abilities; I pray you compare this 
aft with that ofis not there the famecaufe in the offender ? 
Is not the zeal off hint as and their zeal like in the very countenance, 
and of near affinity ? And hath not God crowned this aft of theirs ? 
Confider,that God hath bLffed the fruits of the earth, and hath enrich¬ 
ed our barns and (lores; Hath not God blefled us in ourfifhiog abroad? 
not the like for many years before: Hath not God blefled us by gi¬ 
ving us Viftories at Sea, and Victories at the Land? Whit her foe ver 
they cum themfelvcs they arc blefled, flnee the death of the lat*,King. 

Thismaketh me commend to your confidential that bleffing tJvwt 
God gave to Jofhtuty and is acknowledged thus, Then was not u City 

that Cjod dchvtrednot into hu bandy nor place was toojlrong for him: 

Confider it well, and apply it. If any will be obfiinate and blind, let 
them be fo, I cannot help it. 

But to go on, in z Kings l i.i y. JehojdtU the Priefi commanded th 
Captains of the Hundreds that had the rule of the Haft* Verf. 10 . 
z/tnd they laid hands an htry&c. and there {be was {lain. 

We may here obferve, That there is a prcfidenc recorded in Scripture 
that fhewcth,That when a principal Governor fhall do evil in the fight 
of the Lord, the people did account it to be their duties to punifh fuch 
great offenders and offences by death j thus was 'jefabcl flatn. 

The example of the lfraeUtes likewife is confiaerable, I King.iz.io. 
whet e the ten Tribes by reafon that Rehoboam would not hearken to 
them, in eafing them of thofe Taxations that they faid were too heavy, 
they therefore depofed or rt/efted him from being their King; for al¬ 
though that Jeroboam fotfook Gods Commandments afterwards, that 
wis hisfin: But touching their aft in calling off, and renouncing all 
obabence to Rehoboam for his fin of oppreflion, God plainly allowcth 
that, and owneth that aft of the peoples, as appearcth, i Kings i j. 
Thus faith the Lord t 7 e Jball not go npptor fight againfl jour brethren ; 
for thu thing u done by me. The peoples fin lay in another way, They 
enquired not of the Lord who (fjould govern them, therein lay their 

evil; From that root fprung up their error, and this error was the very 

caufe 
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caufe (I do undoubtedly believe) that they had fo many corrupt Go¬ 
vernors that rnledover them: It may evidently be feen, that men ufu- 
ally run into extreams,-and all is, bccaufe they arc not circumfpeft in 
following Gods Command merits, they depart from the Rule. 

Now, deafly beloved Countrymen, Ijudgit wiilbefeafdnable (be- 
caufe fitch (precious liberties are not uflial) to confider a little whit our 
condition is 1 , and what we are, and in what relation we do truly Itand, 
according to the true Rule of Cods focred Word, the moll Welled and 
unerring Rule of Truth. 

God in great, rich and Angular mercy (luxieferved by us) hath put a 
great difference between us and the beads of the field, and between us 
and thCfe fenfkfs creatures, lands, houfes, and fuch earthly inheritances. 
How cometh ic then topafs, That when a King dyeth (the breath is 
fcarcely out of his body, or his body quite cold) there is fuch poft-hadc, 
fuch running and riding ro proclaim one King in his room ; what is 
the matter of fadh great hade f furely there is fomething in it: Do 
they net rake us^ as young heirs take their fathers inheritance, as beads, 
I»ias, houfeti 

This rmketh me to confidtr fomerimes the manner and aftings of 
fuch men ofiWaras do live upon the labours of honed and true men; 
they, when they efpy a prey, prefently up top-fail, fop gallant fails, and 
all the fails ; it were oft-times better for the trtie honed and plairvdeal- 
ing men, that they fliotdd make lefs hade: obferve it well, your honed 
Merchant men make lefs fpeed topurfue after others,becailfe they mind 
their own .* Surely MoJes t that godly man, made no fuch hade, nor did 
the goocfludgcsof Ifrael± they dayed till they were called by Cod. 

Cerraittlylfhould note it to oe the Charaftcr of a good Shepherd, 
or Governor , when they do firft awfider the great weight and concern¬ 
ment (for Gods glory,and for the peoples good) that Government is of; 
certainly if it be heartily and duly confidered, there is not Juft caufe for 
fo great hafte; Mofcs and Gideon , and the reft, confidered the great 
weight", for faith MoJeSy My abilities are but wealth and Gideon faid, 
he wa^ but mean (in his own efteem ) for fuchawbrk ; it is like they 
confidered', That except Cjod did in an extraordinary manner promife 
to adift them with his blefled Spirit, theyfliould be infufficient forfo 
weighty employments. 

•indued itanylooliarchcir own glory, andeafe, and worldly riches, 
it is no marvel then if fuch make fpeed : but confider, that if any wane 

Gods blefled Spirit, into what a truly miferable-condition do they 

I 2 plunge 
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plunge both themfelves, and thofc poor people that muft be judged, 
preferved, and protc&ed by them ? Idoconfefs, I fee no fuchcaufe of 
bafte, when matters are truly confidercd of: There will or would be 
lefs bloodfhcd, and more peace, if men were truly confciencious of their 

duties; Crowns would be of lefs efteem. 

It is well to be noted, That in the firft and pnrtft times, God owned 
and blefled the people as his proper and peculiar inheritance, and fo 
carryed himfelf to them; for Mofes had children, yet Cjod fo honoured 
and loved the people, that he did not leave them, the people, to the 
Judges, as their inheritance, (although the J udges were blefled Judges ) 
but did keep them as his own inheritance, and fo provided men,(wnofe 
inward affedions he knew ) and God did immediately appoint Judges 
himfdffor them, and thofc fod blefled with hisgood Spirit all of them; 
fuch did not claim the people as their inheritance, and fo leave them as 
hearts, lands, orhoufesto their children; this continued all the time of 
the Judges: But when the people preferred their own inventions before 
the wifdom of God, and would be governed by a King, and fo cart off 
God from raigning over them, then a declining people, and a forfaking 
God : Not long after God made David a promife, That fome of his po- 
fterity rtiould hold the people as their inheritance in fome proportion; 

Government went then by Succertion. 

But confider now (beloved Countrymen) That there is no King up¬ 
on Earth hath fuch a promife as David had; now the partition wall is 
broken down, God is reconciled; if we believe therefore for any King 
now to claim Government by Succeflion, they muft fhew fome Char¬ 
ter,fome gift from God for it;for my part,I have fearched the facred Re¬ 
cords of Cods Will revealed, and in all the Word of God I can fee no 
fuch Scripture ; if they can fhew any hidden light, let it be (hewn, that 
I may fee it too, but till then I fhall conceive, that we (Believers) are 
Gods inheritance , and God,by my confent,fhall be our King,and appoint 
our Governors in his own way, and then I am fore this people; I, and 
my pofterity may reft in fecure peace, for then God will not fail to blefs 
fuch Governors with hisgood and blefled Spirit. 

Beloved Countrymen, GOD hath preferred us in honor above hearts, 
or lands; and fhall we like thofe afles,hearts, proftrate our fdves to fuch 
a fervile condition ? 

Objett. But fuppofe a King an fay, His forefathers obtained the 
Kingdom by the Srvord , by Conejuefl ? 

Anfw . I look upon that as the worft and meaneft title of all: For 
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bur Indians (that know not God) can fhew fuch a title for their unjuft 

encroachments upon other mens Lives and Eflates . 

And confider, That that man that ptffeffeth but the Goods or Lands 
of another mans by violence, fhall hold that no longer then till the other 
man hath power to takf them again : but we acknowledga God, and 

his Word muft be our guide. 

But further confider. That fuppofe that we fhould grant to a King 
as good a title to Government as Mofes, Jofiua, Saul, had, who 
were men immediately appointed by God,(which no King (I bdeeve) 
can fhew the like) yet thefe could not rightfully claim the people as in¬ 
heritance to leave to their Children, that is Gods proper right, and 

God U a iealoHs God. Kings muft therefore fhew fuch a Promife,made 
to them dv God (and recorded in Gods Word ) as David had, or dfe 
I muft defire leave to be excufed, if I conceive that I and my pofterity, 

through the gracious bounty of a good god in Chrifi, do look upon my 

felf as free, and not as a bond-man. 

And yet farther. Could Kings fhew as good a promife as David 
had, yet God muft chufe the man which fhould be Governor; For 
Gods Word is exprefs, Dent. 17. Thou Pialt make him Kino Whom 
the Lord thy God fhall chufe : This is nfentencc recorded, ana never 
repealed to this day. There is an apparent difference in Gods Word, 
between man chufing the man, and God chufing the man, Samuel 
had order fromGod to appoint one of Jfhai his fans to the government 
and yet nevcrthelefs God would not give Samuel that priviledg to 
chufe the man, God referved that honor to himfelf: Good it had been 
for the people, had they kept dofe to God in that particular. 

Beloved Country-men, Cujlom hath worn out Truth ; but let us 
enquire for the old and good Ways of our gracious God : Chrift faith, It 

Was not fo in the beginning. 

Further confider, That all Governors, high and low, they are all fub- 
jedk to Gods Commandments, both to do , and to fuffer ; For if we 
fhould admit that the Chief Governors (call them by what Titles you 
will ) were to be free from punifhment , fhould we not by that means 
diminifh part of Gods Laws, which contained two parts , namely, 

for man to do , or tofuffer ? 

Confider further, That that Law of God that bindeth allmen (with¬ 
out refped of perfons) to the obfervation of it, muft of neceflity al¬ 
low a way for the obfervation of it • would it not otherwise fhew an 
imperfection in it ? 

I 3 Sow 
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Now for men rofay, That chief Governors are ontlj Accountable to 

God\ Confider that God is in Heaven, and hath given us his Laws, 
wholy to be obferverf upori Earth, by all men, high and low,-' either 
by doing, or filtering; therefore we, having Gods Laws upon Earth 

here below, ftuift fee them obftrved by ail men, by doing or, foffering. 


Is it not an abfurd thing to lay, That When a mstn bnenkethGods Lavs* 

L.&tb, hstknft'be [unified onelj in Heaven 1 * 1 m'd ift-che ffrfan 
time be fuft'ered to- rori forward to do more mrfthk.f i THtr* will btf 


and Repe 


be given there, and other puniftamertts, wirkoni 


t « 


• 4 « 


Confider further, That Gocf, for the fins of Kings, gaveoommifiion 
to mtn on Earth to put them them to death, rtad 2 King. ft. y. tsind 

thou {halt J'mitc aH the bvttfcof A hah thy tri after, that 1 fitaj avenge 


the blood of my servants tne 'fropbets, and the Motet 0} an the f in¬ 
vent ts of the Ltrd: For the Whole hirtfe of t/fhab /half be deftroyrd. 

Now note what followed; 2 Kinf. to. fo. And tlx* Lord [aid unto. 

Jehu, bee artfe tbdu haft diligently eXtcntiedth.fi Which Witt, right in 
my ejes, and baft done mte the If oh ft of/I hah According te ad thibgi 
that wire in my heart ; therefore thy font, onto the fourth gontration^ 


vstnts of 


vfi 

Lire 


ewants the 'Prophets, and the blood of ali the fir 


ftiallfit upon the Throne tf Ifrael 


(before this) we may note 


That fchu htd notonelyflain^Amow, 2 ATiVjr. 24. butalfo Aha* 
Kiah King of 'jtUah i verf. 27; We may obfttve, That this Ahaniah 
w as noted to do evil he thefight of the Lord ; Chap. 8.17. And there 

he is noted for marrying a woman ndditled to idolatry $ after this 

God commendeth Jehu. 

This I beletve, Thfarin aHpartsof the World where Kings are, and 
are lawfully (according to Grids-Will) made Kings-, if F were tliere pre- 
fent, I flioahl labor (in all lawful matters ) to be otxdient to them » 


and I bcleeve that it is the di 
where ever fuch Governors 


Z 


(hall dVatv<peopkj from Gods Services and'fhall 


mn fo to do: But in any place, 
from Gods Commandments# and 


Read'of'feeding, 


deluding, and fetkmgthrigoodofthtfFfbdk) Rek-to cfevmtr and dtr 
ftroy the Flock, donbtlefs Gods-Laws have force agiinff them in fuch 
cafes : And alfo, if in Grids way ! might be free, T fhotddchufeit 
much fooner; for foryitude is not pleabng. But where Governors 
are called bylOod, irthisdwn Way-, there Grid will bids them with his 
good Snirit j 1 Tbertfore I chtrfe wiHingly fo’bri obedient to fijth* bo- 


caufe th 

Liberty 


h my greateft coihfoct (under* God) 


My 
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My putpofe was to have been lai;ge in this matter;; bift; ^ver? i 
come to my handa Book written by ortc Mr .fofm Good 

The Defence of she Honorable Sentence pa fed Upon the late King bj 

the High Court of'juftice, to which Book I refer the Reader for fur 
therfatisfatfion; He hath written largely,learnedly, and faithfully up 


on that fubjeft, fo far as I am able to judg. 

I Should dtfire all tnen to wait patiently,upon C?<^tnd J dp undoubfr 
edly bcleeve God will further clear theft proceedings, l do bcleeve the 
time is come that the Government by Kings isfinifhed in our Land;: 
To my bell underfhnding the Prophets fpcak evidently, That God Will 
reftore Judges M At the fir ft ; Theuftali We kg tylM A faUtffulfiiy, 

a City of Righteoufiifs, JJai.1.26. . , , > 

Nowlfhall humbly crave leave of the Minifters and Mcflepgers pf 
the Lord, that I may, without offence to them ( orto.any others, for I 
dtfjre to walk without, giving any juft cauft of offw to any min 


»tfoev<*r) Tpeakft word to,tbopi. 
qonerceive divers of the Mmiftry d 


t 1 

1 


f 


i. 


or h»yetakm.iqftenqe'at - the 


proceeding 

.Beloved 


of the prej 


beloved Fathers, you are men 


have in high eRhoatbu for yoprwifks (afie j Haw beautifyl are the 
feet of ftyfetfjat bring thlglnd tyd^ghtf ptnee etndtf fylvfttion ! < 

f&ftw tboUimaypropound to,yourconfidential, Rwefew lints*. 
You fee that by reafonof the late Wars (and, becauft -tb^ State hath 
yet had fo much bufinefs) there is not that Reformation of many things 
amifs, as it were to be (and is) defired. 

.Iprayypwconfidef, y<^u are conveffant in the meditation of Gods 
JUp> j Vou^libefteYe) exhortdhe people to,turn from their evil Ways, 
and to be obedient to, and obfervant of Gods Laws; d[ humbly defiie 
you to give a good example to the people, they look much upon -four 
aftings } Yog ftudy ; the Word of God; J b<fftech youdri not hinder 
the work of the Lord: If you. defirc Reforma^loflllat.itbeldont’or¬ 
derly, and then it wilhprofper j Therefore I pmy youita ftnfngtlka the 
hand? of the prefint Governtpeft, \vhich I bcleeve do Italy endeavor jCo 
do Gods will: encourage the Army, with whom</’wh. graciousiptc- 
fence is evidently to be deep. There are offences,too many abroad} ; but 
Woe be to them ( faidi our bleffed Saviour ) by whom offences do. camie: 
l do befeech you to confider whether or no, chert woulaoot have bet* 1 
much moi^ Reformation, if you had not drawnback, dnd idifcouraged 


great meafure this pref 


» 
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I humbly befeechyou, (if you know any that do publiquely fow or 
ftir up ftrircj I pray you to perfwade them to forbear. Confider I pray 

you, you know that a Kingdom divided is dangerous , and it cannot 
ftand with fafetj and comfort. I pray you call to niinde that motherly 
and tender refpeft Rebecca fhevvcd to both her children ; Efati being 
offenckd with Jacob , Rebecca doth not feck to make a party, although 
(be Rfvew that lacob was her obedient fon, and had obtained both the 
birth-right and the blejfmg , by means whereof Jacob was truiy Efau 
his fuperior; but (he confidertd the dangerous confcqucnces of mani- 
fefldivifionbetweenfuchneerrelations, between 'Brethren; There¬ 
fore (he rather parts with her beloved fon Jacob , and giveth Jacob this 

reafon, GettJ, 27. 45. Whj fljould I be deprived of you both in 
one day} 

I pray you confider that we have fuffered much already: If any 
(hould endeavor to bring new and more dangerous breaches, would it 
not be very grievous ? Are there not fome that by their publike pra&ifes 

have fo divided our families, and our friends already, that one friend 
dareth hardly truft another ? \ 

Confider I pray you, That this prefent Government are men that feek 
your honor, your good, and your peace, fo far as CJod (heweth to them 
chat it may be for Gods glory and the good of the Land: and would 
fuch difeontented men forbear fuch dired and fuch palpable provocati¬ 
ons, I beleeve the defires of this Government is to honor and refpefl the 
Miniftry yet more. 

Confider what will be the ifiue of fuch mens endeavors that feek to 

ftir up ftrife : It is not poffible to avoyd, but that either the Govern- 
went muft fill, or fuch as fow difeord inuft fall: thefe matters can¬ 
not long be fuffered with the fafety of the Land. 

Now therefore confider the Government loveth you, and (I am veri¬ 
ly perfwadedj would pafs by former offences, provided that for the 

future there might be an amendment. 

I do bekevc that you hsfve done what you have done fin fome mea- 
fureJ with zeal; I do confider thaf Teter fwerved more then once- 
and likewife that-in many things we fin all. * 

There is much wickednefs committed by too many, and likewife 
there are many unfound Opinions, many corrupt Opinions: You defire 
thefe matters may be amended; Then I dobefetch you that you will 
feek toftrengthto the hands of the Governors: Is it poffible that they 
fhould work a Reformation, if you (hould divide your felves } Did 
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not Mofes and Aaron go hand in hand ? 

Iam fenlibleof the matters that offend you ; do but obtain this, 

namely, That a Government m.iy be cfabUfjed, countenanced, ando- 
beyed \ I mean, fuch a Government m God hath prefer ibed, (owned 
and blefled in his holy tvord,) and I dare engage that it is the neareft 
way to obtain your defircs; only in that pray eameftly, as a matter of 
concernment. Touching the Government by Kings,t hey arc gone and 

paft,labour not to bring them again, for certainlyjt is evident, that that, 

. fliatt neither be according to Gods mind , nor for your comfort, 

If men,famous in the C ongr egat ion y withftand Mofes y it is no won¬ 
der that the whole Congregation be out of order: Mofes muft be ftreng- 

thened and obeyed, that (o the true Lcvites may do their duty, and be 
defended from injurious perfons; but if men famous do withftand /JYe- 
fes to his face, yet God will vindicate and defend his caufe, Mofcs's true 
authority fhall ftand. Touching thefe corruptions and evil opinions , do 
but give Mofes his authority, and God will give him his Spirit in fuch 
a meafure, that vice will fiy away as chaff before the wind. 

Concerningthefe evil and corrupt opinions,thn in thefe troublefotn 
times have evidently appeared, confider this. That Gdd can ma\e all 
ivork^ together for the good of his E let} ; they may fee thereby the e- 

vils with grief and deteftation,thcy may fee of wliac great concernment 
o( what benefit, of what neceflity it is, that there fliould be* Governors 
to defend them from the violence of the wicked, to defend them from 
erronious perfons, to fupport Gods Wbrd and his Laws, to punifli De¬ 
linquents, and ungodly men, that fo the fierce anger of God may be 
turned away from us: Pharuohs oppreffions, and Ifraels (offerings in 

Egypt \ God in his wifdom ufed them for the inftrudions of his people 
afterwards: And in the very beginning, and next before the delivery: 
of the Law, God recorded that to be remembred, as being of eminent 
ufe and inftruftion to his people, Exod. 20.1, i.God(pakf all thefe words , 
fay'mgf am t he Lord thy God Which have brought thee out of the land 
of Eg)?* > 0Ht °f the houfe of bondage. This God(by Mofes and the' Pro - 
pbets afterward) ufed as an effectual argument to invite to, andtopm; 
the people in mind of their duties, Remember thou Waf a bondman , 
Pharaoh an oppriffor t and I dcli vcrcdyou,thercfore,&c. Bread or food 
is moft welcom to us when we be moft hungry. England was wanton, 
and proud,and fuli;God now proveth them. God(lbelieve)is about an 

eminent and great Worl^af Reformation , marvel not therefore. God- 

leave the impreffion of tyranny and wickednefs,in a more then ordinary 
manner,to be recorded to pojftcrity, K Dearly 
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Dearly beloved Fathers, I pray you fuffer me (without offence to 
yon) to propound this to your confederation, namely, That forafmticii 

there hath been and is fuch a great and too general falling off from 
the true ways of God, in the praftifeof godlinefs, fin having fo gene¬ 
rally over-fpread the Land in the open light of God and men ; There¬ 
fore my humble Requcft to you is, That you will confider whether it 
be not now a feafon to gather your Churches (fuch as are not already) 
into good order, let the Septer of f'hrifls yluthority be advanced o- 
penly, fothat all men may fee that you have power of the Keys and 
Cenjttres , and that there may be fome outward folemn aft, (the form 
I leave to your wifdoms, only itmuft be equivalent to a Covenant) 
whereby the people, that fliall willingly avow or acknowledg God, 
and Jcfus Cluift to be their God, (in fuch a manner that thty willingly 
will fubmic to him in all the ways of his Worfhip, according as it is 
revealed and recorded in his holy Word the Scriptures,) may be or¬ 
derly gathered into fellow/bips, and all known finners maybe hereby 
brought to repentance: This will be a means, that many that now 
divide (and ftumble at the prophanenefs that is in many places fuflfered, 
andthediforderatid want of power that is conceived to be in many 

Congregations) will give and reach out unto you the right hand of 
felloirjhip. 

I would not preferibe the way precifely, but fo far as you may per¬ 
ceive my meaning: This may be a way to curb and cut down much 
prophanenefs; and if God give you hearts to ftand up and labour dili¬ 
gently to do Gods will herein with courage, indultry, and all your 
might, I hope your labour will not be loft. 

1 cannot but with humble (hearty and unfeigned) thankfulncfs to 
God, acknowledg his great mercy to us, (who have highly provoked 

God by our crooked andfrorvard behaviours , ) in and for that God hath 
ftirred up many godly Ministers and People to reform many things 
even now in thefe troublefom times : I humbly pray you, labour now 

with all diligence to goon and perfeft (fo much as inyou licch) the 

Work of the Lord . 

Confider (I pray you) That Ifrael repeated or renewed their Cove¬ 
nants upon feveral occafions. None (that are godly ) can take any 
juft cam ft* of offence. 

Paul became all things to all men, that by all means he might win 
forrteV'and the Apofile, guided by Cjods holy Svirit , rejoyced to be¬ 
hold the Order of the Churches ofGod ; God is the God of Order, 

And 
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And the rather now I put you in mind of it, becanfe now yon have 

an opportunity to do it, do it therefore circumfpeftly an 1 fpeedily, bc- 
caufe fuch precious times of Reformation, as now you have, are not or¬ 
dinary : And the rather now do ir, becaufe the Government (I doubt 
not/is ready to fupport and ftrengthen you in this^wf and excellent 


\ of Ref 


>re, Beloved Fathers, I humble dtfir 

If you psojtld dfcourage th;s prej, 


do 


perfwadcdj and if yon fljottld labour again to bring a Government 
over us by Kings, (which God forbid;) weigh well thefe two mat. 
ters (I pray you,) firft concerning Kings: You are both uncertain of 
obtaining a King, and alio unlikely; and what effefts and fruits fuch 
endeavors will produce in the iflue, who can tell ? It may occafion 
much trouble to thofe that defirc to live in peace. Can you tell whe- 


foc lip. 


lofe that defirc to live in peace. Can you tell whe- 
iefire or labour for (if you fiiould do fo) be wife or 
be { rodly or ungodly, what experience have we of 


Doubt k'fsit is a matter of high and exceeding great concerntm 
o we receive to rule over us. But what if he fiiould prove a perft 
both of you and Gods people ?ls it not very hazardable ? For in i 
mment hi Kings we muft take the next of kindred by birth, thoi 
fht>uld evidently fee that he wire an evil perfon , or tlfe we u 


endure another Wnr 


fhould obtain 


may Josn b 


What then ? his next of kin, or his next fucccjfor may be a perfecutor. 

We have had many experiences in this kind to teach us, and yet I fear 
we have profited too little: KingA’dwwda hopeful King, quickly 
Cone - the next CneejV Mary pcrfecutcd his mop beloved friends : 
Starch the Kecordsoj holy tVrit, and there God plainly fheweth (which 
bod pk inly foretold) the bitter fruits that the people fiiould reap by 
having Kiiv»s: We may behold what miferable fruits the people reap¬ 
ed by Kiirs- Solomon, heavy Taxations, Jeroboam, Uoht \y : It would 

be too long to reckon up Abaft ,and others, and fome m the ttrccts flied 

the blood of innocents. 

But amohgft all the Judges there was not one man but he was bld- 
fed of 6’od,and was a bkfltng to the people, it he were called and entred 

into his place by Cjods Appointment. ^ c\rJtr 

Indeed when people will not confute with fand enquire or) God to 

know who God fetth meet to govern them, then God may juftly leave 


K z 
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them to their own choyce,to cliufe a King Abimeleeh , that may prove a 
fepurge to them. 

But fccondly, J pray you confider, That this is one motive why you 
ihould rather adhere unto, and defite a Government by Judges, name¬ 
ly, becaufe Mofes and Aaron were neerer in relation, ncerer in kindred. 
It was not in vain thatGod did.in the very firftGovernors that he did in 
mercy appoint(to govern his firlt born Son.hisChurch and peculiar peo¬ 
ple,) order it fo, that both did tyring from one root. Mofes and Aaron 
were brethren, they were very familiar: Such God gave to the people; 

Which holdeth out, That God faw fuch a Government to be moft for 
his Glory, and the peoples good, namely, fuch as were moft necrly re¬ 
lated, fuch as were brethren , fuch as came from a low condition: 

But when God \vas angry with the people, God appointed one of an¬ 
other Tribe, a mighty man, thefon of a mighty man, in power and 
in wealth, to be their King, i Sam. 9. 1. 

To my apprehenlion, it is more agreeable to have Indies and Mini- 
fttrs, then Minijlers and Kings. 

Itisobfcrveable, That the hrft King put to death tAhimelech the 
Triefl , and all his fathers hossfe , the Priefis that Were in Nob , 1 Sam. 
22.11,16. And further, Verf. 19. Nob , the Citj of the Priefis] 
Saulfwt e Wit h t he [word . Did rhe J udges any of them fuch an a<ft ? 
And did not the Kings many of them do worfe a<fts ? Confider of thefe 
things I pray you, and the Lord give you to fee aright. 

Dearly beloved Fathers , you that are the Minifttrs of the Lord of 
hoafts, you are men that I highly efteem of for your works fake j there¬ 
fore be not offended with me: I hope, in the following part of this 
little Treat ift, you wil fee caufe not to be offended that I labor forGods 
glory principally, and that Peace and Truth may meet , as Mofes and 
Aaron met in the Mottnt of God , and kjjfed each other j nor, for that I 

defire that we may have Judges as at the firfi, for then fljall we be call¬ 
ed a City of Righteoufntfs. 

And now, men and brethren, you that are different in judgment, or 
in practice, Suffer, I pray you, a word of Exhortation ; I ddire Peace 
andTruth, if your defires be the fame, I hope we (hall more neerly 

accord. I humbly entreat That no man may lufl to be contentious ; It 
is the Apoftlcs Counfd , 1 Cor. 1 1 .1 6 , We have no fuch cssjlom, 
neither the Churches of God : But, as the Apoftle counfelleth, 1 Thef. 

II. We bejeechyou brethren that you Jludj to be quiet, IlemeilV 

ber, 


(<;$>) 


Jam. 3 


ber, I pray yoli, That through pride cometh contention ; Jam. 3. 
Doth a Fountain fend forth Jweet Water and bitter ? Ephef. 4. 29. 
Let no corrupt communication proceed out of yout mouths. 

When we confider that happy condition in which man was created, 

and confider how far we are degenerated, we may juftlytakeup the 
Prophet Jeremiah’s Lamentation, O that our eyes might be a fountain 
of tears , that we might weep day and night for our iniquities. 

It is recorded in the Word of God, That all mankfndc proceeded 
from one root ; we have all one Father , and one blood runneth through 


Law of God is (or ought to be ) 


one and 


mud 


Ji»4' 


hatfoe ver Jhew of godlinef 
all profteth us nothin a. 


Without Love all profteth us nothing. This is that new Command¬ 
ment that God gave to man, namely. That ttv pjould love one ano¬ 
ther • without this we fhall never fee God with comfort*. And yet 

we (cc,That man that is in honor is like to the bcafi that perijljeth , Pfa. 
1 49. X2,20. Which occafionsthe Prophet to fay, Ifai. 2 9. 13. This 
people come rseerto me, and honor me with their lips onely : Nay, may 

not I fay, That their condition was far better then ours; for we depart 
far from God, (too many men do) and from his Rules preferibed in 
his Law, and do behave our fclves as if there were no God to con¬ 
trol us. David gives that as a brand, or mark, of a wicked man, 

Pfal. 1 2. He faith in his heart, Our tongues are our own, What Lord 
fall controtil us? It were well (or better then it is with too many^ 
if they were no worfe then the beafts that perifh; for many now can¬ 
not, or do not, agree fo lovingly as the unreasonable beafts that (ball 
perifh: Do not the wilde Bears agree amongft themfelves ? But, to 
leave the world in the broad way to deftruftion, I entreat you, Coun¬ 
trymen, you that defire to do Gods will, do you feck to be made con¬ 
formable to that glorious image of God; Lev, 11.45'. He ye holy (faith 
God ) for Jam holy . Ephef, 4. 2, 1 6 , Follow the Truth in love , for- 


Joh 


dt 


Mat 


, 34. Confider, I pray you, That that Wifdom that is f> 

firfi pure, then peaceable, t hen gentle,and eafte to be entr 


full of mercy j J 


17 


tno 

7?i 


dfir if 


if you have bitter envy 
it her be lyars againfl th 


devilip) 


for this Wifdom is not from above , but is earthly ^fenfual,and 
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Dear Friends, amongft the many fins of our times, I findo, or Hiall re- 
hearfe three or four predominate corruptions, and notorious (ins, name¬ 
ly, Firll, Contempt of the Miniftry. Secondly, Contempt of thofe 
that moft truly fear God. And thirdly, Dividing and ft paratiog one 
from another upon too He nder grounds. I could reckon up many more 
but thcfe I onely mention at the prefent: The Devil laboreth to deceive* 
men in thofe things that are moft precious, in thofe things that mav be 

mod effectual to draw us from God. ^ 

Forthefirft, God faith, Do my Trophets no barm, \ Chron. 6 .12. 
And again, the Apoftle faith, That We fiould have the Minifters of 
God in high eJUtm for their Worky fake : And Nahum 1 . 15. Behold 
upon the mountains the feet of him that declaretb peace , (which are 
the Minifters and Embaffadors of the moft high God.) Thus the Pro¬ 
phet IJaiah exprefleth his eftimacion (by Gods own dfredion) con- 
cerning the Minifters: Jfai. 52.7. How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of him that declarethand publiftseth peace find good tidings, 

andpubltpjeth Salvation, faying unto Sion, thy God reigneth? Thus 

Korn. I o. 15. How beautiful are the feet of them that bring the glad 
tidings ofpeace, and tidings of good things ? 6 

Obfervehere, That if the feet of Gods Minifters, which is the 
loweR part of thebody, and m 0 a foiled by dirt, be fo beautiful • of 
what high eOimation oughc the perfon of the Minifttr S to be of ? * 

It it an argument, That where we fee men fo abufe and contemn the 
Miniftry, that thofe men are apr ro flight the- Word of God. I# one 
bring us a precious Jewel, would it not be a great part of ingratitude 
to throw dirt and dung in his face that brought it? And obfhve well 
where you fee men fo much abufe,(light und contemn theMiniftry there 

and then, it is more then probable, God is withdrawing his gracious 

prefence from thofe men. When Cam once difeovered his fathers 
nakednefs, was not he neer to a curfe ? And are not Mwipers our 

fptritual Fathers ? 

C ri nf ' dc J- how the Gnlatiws behaved themfdvdffewards Paul their 

Mmilfcr, Gal. 4.13, M. Andye know how that through infirmity of 
the fitp;, I preached the Coif el unto yon : fVhicb tryalye dc lb if I not 
but received me .u an Angel of God , yea, ,u Cbrift Jcfies. * 

In the primitive Times of the Church, in the next Times after thofe 

great perfections, we may read, what eftimation and refpcfl both 
Conffmttnetnd the Chrijlians yeelded and gave to the Minifters • and 
fnall we decline fo far from the Rules of Scriptures, and from the Ex¬ 
amples 


\ • I. \ 
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amples of the Churches in the pureft Times ? 
brined*, or Country-men, Confidcr what Jude fpcaketh, Verf. 8. 

Notwithfanding theje fleepers del fife Government, and pcal^ evil of 
them that are in au hority, Verf. 9. Yet Michael the Archangel , 
When he ftrove againfl the Devil , and dilfuted about the body of Mo- 
fes, durft not blame him Witbcurfed fpeaking. Verf. 10. But thcfe 
freaky evil of thofe t lungs they kyiow not, Verf. 11. IVoc be unto 
them , &c . 

Confidcr that evil words do corrupt: Doth a Fountain fend out 
ftreet Water and bitter l cue. Remember (I pray you) That that wif- 
dom that tsfrom above , is fir (l pure, then peaceable : Look well firft to 
your own hearts, and you fliall there finde caufe enough to bear more 
with thofe things (which you conceive to be errors) in other men, but 
efpecially in Minipers. The Devil laboreth mod to coirupt men in 

thofe matters that are of the great efl concernment For, confider that 

the Miniftry they perfwade men to ferve the true God in an eminent 
Way; If therefore the Devil can but bring their Miniftry into contempt, 
then the people will take but little heed to their Miniftry. So like- 
wife, if he can draw men to difgrace thofe that fear God, and have 
moft refpeft to Gods Commandments; this is a very effectual way to 
draw others into thofe ways that are oppofite to them, that lead to 
certain deftruftion : Remember Chrifts caveat , Mat.18. Take heed 
that you offend not one of thcfe little ones, eyre. 

And touching the third mat ter, confider that Satan laboreth to fow 
dijeord amongfl brethren: for this weakens both parties, and the 
known Rule is to be noted [fDivide and Rule, and doubtlefs in fuch 

Divisions the Devil he ruleth too often, and too apparently. 

Mofcs commendcth to us an humble frame of fpirit, and left it in his 
laft Exhortation to the people, when he faith, Deut.^i. 2. My Do - 
Urine pall drop as the rain, and my f}>ecch pjatl difti/l as the dew, as 
the ftmrrc upon the herbs, and m the great rain upon the graft. 

His fpeeches were weighty, lovely and precious. Note, I pray you, 
how, and in what a beautiful frame and habit he bleffeth and commen- 
deth to the people an humble frame of heart and fpirit, Deut, 33.1. 
Now this is the blcfpng wherewith Mofcs the man of God bleffed the 
Childs'en of I frael. Verf. a. The Lord came from Sinai, &c, Verf. 3. 
Though he love his people, yet all the Saints are in thy hands } and 
they are humbled at thy feet to receive thy Words. 

Note, I pray you, to obferve, and lay it up as a Treafure in your 

hearts, 
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God accounteth men then fit to profit, or receive Gods 

Word, when they are humbled at his feet,that is, when we lie moftlow, 
which is plainly (hewed in thefe words, At the feet of God, which is 
t c lo welt part, in our apprehenfions. Confider that this grace is of 
great etteern in Gods fight: Mark upon what terms the e/ad ty dings 
of Salvation are tendred, eventofuchas were in a low condition, to 
luch as were intheir blood, and no eye pityed them , to fuch as fee their 
own (not lo much other mens) wants, to thofe that are loft in them - 
Jelves. David faith, Pfal. i 5. Cjod will teach the humble,&c. 

Countrymen, Friends, Beloved, We have manyrifings of heart a- 

monglt usjmany differences • do but obtain, and keep, and make ufeof 
an humble heart, and I doubt not but that peace and truth Void meet, 

notwithftanding all other oppofitions And on the contrary, fo long as 
you carry in your company proud hearts, you lhall not enjoy and ob¬ 
tain peace and truth ; thc Reafonis plain, becaufc God refifleth the 
proud, he knoweth the proud afar off: What faith Jam. 4.1. From 
whence are Wars and contentions among you ? are they not hence,even 
from your pleafnres, that fight in your mimbert f Vcrf. 2. TV luft, and 
have not;ye envy, and defire immoderately. 

I lhall conclude this Exhortation with that Ephef+ty, Let no cor¬ 
rupt communication proceed out of your mouths, but that Which is 
good to the ufe of edifying, that >t may mimfiergrace to the hearers. 
Verl. 30. And grieve not the holy Spirit of God. Verf. 31 . Let all bit- 
trn ‘J S , ganger, and wrath, and evil [peaking be put away, With all 
mahetoujnefs . Vcrf, 3 2 .Be ye courteous one to another,freely forgivino 
cue another, even as God for Chriftsfakefreely forgave you. 

1 here hath been,or is fill, a great variety, diftance and difference of 
opinions amongft too many; if I Ihould or could anfwer to the fatif- 
faction of all, (a work much beyond my compafs) yet new opinions 
prmging up.I fiiould Bill have more and continued labour and trouble: 
Yet J Iball propound (to the confederation of the godly and wdl-affeft- 

cd; that way that God hath preferred, owned and bleffcd, lor the 
compofing and ending of all differences that are or (hall arife. 

Much labour, and traveled pains,is,and hath been taken to compofe 
differences; J pray you,that you will confider. That God, who is wife, 
and knoweth what is in man,better then man himfe!f,this God brought 
his Church and chofen People out of Egypt through the Wildernefs, 
emg a Type and Figure /hewing us] how we muff through the wil- 
dernefs of this world (through many temptations and tryals ) pafs, 

before 
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before we arrive at the Land and place of our Reft. Many are the 

fcntences recorded by Mofes, (that man of God) which fhew, That 
God took. an tfpecial care of hie Church and (fhofen ; and as in other 
matters, (fo Specially in this matter, namely,'That in ali cafes of differ¬ 
ence, whether it were in the duties of men appertaining toGod,in mat¬ 
ters of his W01 fiiip, or in fuch differences as did arife or fiiould be a- 
mongft men, which likewife had a reference to the breach of Gods 
Law j in all of thefe cafes) God left not the people without order and 
means,to try,determine, and compofe differences, for otherwife it had 
been the peoples great mifery ; but G od is the God of tv if do m and Or¬ 
der, and not of Confufion. 

Now if we do confider well of it, the way that God ordained, and 
owned,and bleffed,to that end,to compofe differences,was by appoint¬ 
ing Mofes to give Judgment in all cafes of difference, this plainly ap- 

peareth, Exod. 18.15, 16. by this means all matters of difference were 

aefided : And fo likewife the Alinifhrs counfcl was of great ufe, as 
^ppeareth, ‘Deut.ij. 9, 10,11,12. there God doth dircttly command 
his people to feek counfelof the Miniflers • and likewife doth will 
and command us to hearken to their connfel: TheGofpel is not a- 
gainft that good order that God in his wifdom preferibed. Now, 
Beloved Friends, the way to compofe differences, I beleeve, will lie 
much in this, namely, That we highly tffeem of the counfcl of our Go¬ 
vernors temporal and Jpiritual: Government is eftablifhed and 
ftrengthened by the Gofpel; and who can or dare preferibe a better 
form ( for the Adminifiration offuttice) then God himftlf hath de¬ 
ferred and preferibed, and never repealed ? 

Mofes was the firft in Gods Ordination , and had the preeminence of 
matters of Judicature $ and tAarpn likewife had his charge and au¬ 
thority, very nearly afllftant to Mofes ; thcM/nifiers counfcl was to 
be of force: By Mofes all matters (whether they were breaches of the 
firft or fecondTable, whether they were matters more immediately 
committed againft the Majefty of God, or whether they were me¬ 
diately committed againftour neighbor,) all thefe matters were ex¬ 
amined, tryedand judged by Mofes ; God appointed him to judg, 
and to put an ifluetoafi matters: The Minifters had their place like¬ 
wife, their counfcl was of great ufe. I purpofe to fpcak more particu¬ 
larly to thefe in place afterwards. 

This Ufe only I commend to the confideration of all who it may 
concern, namely, That feeing that God hath given fuch authority to 

I- Go- 
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fovcrndri, is if is evident that G<?d hath; fpr this \vas not cancelled 
f)f /’emovfff by the coming of our blejfed Saviour, but comcarily this 
iVas confirmed, as fcafonably, I hope, will plainly appear. 

Confider of that place, i Cor. 6 . q, If then ye have judgments of 
things pertaining to the life , fet than up Which are leaf eileemed in 

the Church,&c, Was not this the way to heal their ilijltmpered dif¬ 
ferences ? namely, by Governors or Judges; and rather then they 
fliould pretend fome excufe, he faith, Set them up which are the leaf 
ejleewcj, &c. not that the Apoftle intended that they fhonld fet up 
any carJdly, but verf y he fpeaks this to fhimc them, • 

This matter being of fuch great concernment, it behoveth us, for 
the good of us.and of our pofkrity,to take fpecialcare, that(fo far as it 
may be in our power) let us ufe all circumfpeft care, That we allow of, 
fet up, and obey fuch men, as may be according to Gods mind; there 
lycth much weight in it, for let our differences be what they vyill be, 
or (hall be, or can be, yet the Governors will, they muff, they ought to 
hear, try and judg of them : This is doi\btlefs Gods own way, it hath 
his Image and Infcription. 

I grant, That if any Governors,any whatever,fhall not aft for Go d, 
but againlk Gods Laws,the body of the People,or their Representatives 
have,or ought to have, power to depofe and punifhfuch; for in rela¬ 
tion to God and his Laws, both the Governors and the governed are 
and ought to be fubjefts to Gods Commands. 

But beloved Friends, do not fo far trull to this your liberty, that by 
reafon thereof you uegleft to enquire and take counfel of God who 
fhall be* your Governors j have an efpccial eye to the Rules contained 
in his Word, about this muter ask counfel of God: For conffder well 
ot ir, let the Experiences recorded in Scripture (let the Experiences 
k corded in other Nations , let our own Experiments recorded in this 
k nd) teach iu,That wlun a Government is once fetled, it is a difficult 
matter to remove or alter, either the perfon, or the form of Cjovcrn- 
ment once eflablifhcd, although we fhould apparently fee that they 
were evil towards God and us. 

We have,I believe, muchcaufe to be thankful to God, That he hath 
grant', dump us more liberty now intlwfe matters, then our Fathers 
obtained from the days ot S annul to t|vs day. 

Thole Governors that now we enjoy, both in the Parliament, and 
in the Army, (1 believe) they are men that prefer Cods glory, arid the 

Peoples good, much before any private refpefts to thcmfvlv.es; and I 

do 
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do believe (if God give us patience j we fhall fee it evidently toapp 


wifdorn and care to know, and not to exceed the bounds 
1 Liberties in this matter, md the Rule of God forizet 


not. 


I do befeech all you that love God, and do defirc to do his Will, That 
»u will wreftle with God for a blefling in this matter, for I believe 


ujhcfs , a faithful £ 


fore 'Judges as at thefirf , and Ct) 
i n flsdll ire be called a City of Rig}. 


V ft 1 

l 


hing the gteat difference thatfeemeth tobeamongflh 
doubt, but that the godly (if they obtain a blefUng in t 
lot trnment , and ftudy to be quiet J fliall plainly find 


(in Gods own way) to compofe their differences. 

Dearly Beloved, You that are of different opinions, and that do un¬ 
feigned^ deffre to do Gods good will and pleafure,. I would put a 

grcat.andyaft difference between yoa, and thofc men thatmanifeft by 

their fruits,Tfm the fear of God is not before their eyes, that manifest 
by their fruits. That touching Gods Commandments they agree in one 
opinion,which is,That they will have little refpeft to Gods Command¬ 
ments, becaufe concerning the fo David faith, 'Pftf.xo.z. The Wicked 
(beak_Wtth it double heart ; that is, they pretend that they hate diverfi- 


IpeakfSithadouble heart ; that is, they pretend that they hate dive 
tics pf opinions,,and that they will De conformable to Godsit»u 
but alas, doth it not too evidently appear, That they ay^mavv^dg 1 
God m all their ways j for under pretence of conformity, 1 Er)t/fhel 
themfdves, and fo make ready their arrows, that they may foot 
them which are upright in heart , as ‘David witndfth, Tfal. 11, 
Job faith (of(uch) Job 19. 17. / brake filfo the jaws of the nnnfiteo 
man, and plucks tine pn y out of his teeth : And in the next Verfe 5 


V f • I I 

edg n 


17. / bra^c (tlfo the jaws of the unrighteous 

out of hit teeth : And in tfu^ next Verfe Job 
the poor ; and when I k>iew not the caufc , I 


taitaij A tons V * rjt, fVUf y HUH wrjcf* 1 nut l IJG IHIIJ ly JL 

fought it out diligently. 

To thofe that fear choLord, and earndlly defire to do his Wil, I fay. 
That I believe, (that by reafyn that evil Governors have fo chafed, fo 
afflifted, and (o perfecuted you) that from the' apprehehfjons of your 

former miferies vou fear nlh Governors. vou are verv fKv cSdonertt- 


Butd 


you fear all ^Governors, you are very ffiy of (f 
Friends,, let me fay this to you, Stay a while, at 


back again, God hath promifed'thic he will re/tore Judges as at the 
(trfi )&c. What then,? the id the cafe will be altered; good Governors 
will fbvethe Flocft, and defencf them from the wicked, and unsodlv. 


blood-thirfty men; they will feed the Flock; God 

I. 2 


Molts 
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Alofes to carry the flock in hisbofom, neer his heart, plumb. u. 12. 

7 arrj them in thy bofom t as a Nurfe carrieth her fucking clnlde,unlo 

tht Lund that 1 Will (hew thee : Be not afraid therefore, for a Nurfe 
that loveth her fucking Childe, will love it. and not caft it away becaufe 
of her own trouble,nor yet though the child have blemifhes,and is not fo 
beautiful as fome others: I pray you be not afraid of Cjovernment ,for if 
you Q)xGcd,&t enquire his Counfel who fhal govern youjfear not,follow 
but the rule preferibed, and I doubt not but that Cod will bids that 

Government to you, the Spirit of God Will reft up in them. 

Forconflder, That God is the Author of Government, therefore do 
not fly from Government j for this I can tell by experience, That I 
have feen a people that have, out of Confcience (to my apprehenllon) 
proftfledly feparated rhemftlves from other Societies in the wilderncfs, 
and aWowed Liberty of Confcience without any diflurbance : I have 

feen, and noted, and experimentally known thele people and paflages, 
and what have been the fruits of fuch a boundlefs, monftrous and de¬ 
formed Liberty : They have rent and divided foamongft thcmfelves, 
that it hath come to open hatred one of another, and they have even 
cryed out for to have fome Government, thut men might not Jpeal^and 
do what they /if. For confider of it, That When God doth withdraw 
his good Spirit from men, and let the Devil loofe to deceive them, it is 
fcarcety credible to beleevc how far fuch men are drawn awaj , even 

10 blaff heme God and his facred Word, (which are unfeparable Com? 
panions ;) And fome may be drawn to bcleeve, That they may 

murther their Neighbors , and take their Wives, (fhildren, or 
Goods, 

Now confider, That it is a fngular and precious mercy to us, that 
God hath Wifely andjlrongly preferibed Rules, and Bounds, and Go¬ 
vernment, to thefe raging waves of the reliefs Sea , beyond Which 

they may notyafs. Dear Friends, Look upon Cjovernment as a preci¬ 
ous mercy j it were not to be exprefled, the greatnefs of our mifery to 
be without Governors j or to be without the bkfled Laws of God to 
be governed by. For confider it well. That m the Lctws of God ate 

for Gods glory , fo like wife the Laws of God are for our exceedinggreat 

good . There is no Law of God but our Good is contained in it; and 
without thofe Laws we fliould be miferablc: The wicked of the 
World would difhonor God that made u 4 , ahd they would make fer- 
vants and yaffils of us: The ftrong Woldd opprefs the weak, and one 

would devour another. " 


Not 
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Note well all along from Mojcs to Samuel , and you fliall finde. 

That When the condition of the ‘People Was in a flatc of fuch a Liber• 
ty, to be Without chief Governors , then the people committed Wickfd- 
nefs, and are puni/hed: and the way that God aclivtred them Was by 
raiftng up good Governors. For this take for an aflur cd truth. That 
from good Gonernors and good Laws arifeth blcfidnefs : Therefore 
cleave clofe to the Laws of God, they are a precious treafurc: And 

like wife, take heed that your Governors be of Gods fending: Follow 
the Rules by God preferibed, exartly, diligently. 

There are fome nooks written by fome that I forbear to name,(both 

becaufe the matter feemeth to me to be ended, and alfobccaufe I fol¬ 
low after peace) I will not meddle with the Caufe they or he preccnd- 
eth that moved him to write But this 1 fay. They, or he, have not 
caufe to complain of unkindnefs from this prejint Government, for he 
hath juft caufe to fay, they Were patient and forbearing ; for I deflre 

thofe who are guilty to confider in what an high degree they have fin¬ 
ned. The Holy Ghoft commandeth us, That no corrupt communicati¬ 
on pjould proceed out of our months: and the Apoftle Jude fheweth 
the great evil of thofe that are bold in their own conceits : I defire 
God to give them repentance if it be poflible, That the thoughts of 
their hearts (and their tranfeendent evil) may be forgiven to them 1 

Forconflder, That (let men flatter what they will or can) yet there is 
a glorious God, whofe eyes are as a flame of fire, from his fight Juch 
deeds of darkneft cannot be hidden j and remember, That Go dis a jea¬ 
lous God . 

There was a great ado, a great tumult, but (I beleevc) the grea¬ 
ter part know not what they would have done. 

Some cry out againft the Government , who if they well confider 
of it, they know not their own hearts: For this I do beleevc, Let 
them have what Government they defire, yet they would ftiil findc 
fome matter to be difeontent. 

Beloved Country men, A great part of England furfet with pride 
and Wantonnefs : Take heed, God hath many ways to abate our pride 
and to humble us: Do we not forget th e great mercy of God, in giv¬ 
ing us his holy and facred Word in our own Language? Do we not 
forget that other places worfliip Idols.and have their Inejuiftion houfes, 
where many fad hearts do not behold the light of either Sun or Moon. 

I do verily Dclecve, if fome men were in other Countries, and flunk! 

L 3 fpcak 
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(peak but tfm Hundred part df wh.it they fey here, they (hould then 

kn°W the difference of government. But if fome do fpeak what they 
lilt, (as it there were no God; yet let us all lay it to heart, there is a 

right com God. 

And novy I detire, without offence, to propound to them that arc fe- 
parated From the Affemblies, namely, Whether that now in thefe times 
therein the Government are defrosts And do endeavor a Reformation, 

p r jt } ought not there to be in all good Chriftians a readinefs and \X>M- 
tngnejs (and not a backwardnefs andunwidingne/s) to ioyn in (andto 

help forward) this Wor^? It is recorded For our Learning, Judo.*. i c. 

That for the Divifon of Reuben there Were great thoughts ofheart. 

It ,s noted, That when the Children of Ifrael, for the tin and obftinacy 

ot the Benjamites, deftroyed their City , when the matter was over, 
how did they lament For their Brethren ! They had no plcafnre that a 
Tribe (hould be cut off from the Chut ch of Ifrael: Read Judges zt , lt 

tsind the People came unto the hvufe of God, and a fade there till even 
before God, and lift up their vojcci and wept With great lamentation . 

Verf. AndJ'aid, O Lord God of Ifrael, Why is this come to pafs 
in Ifrael, that thrs day one Tribe of If rat l fhontd Want ? 

We may fee here what a loving and godly frame offpirie was in this 
people; They wefc fo far off from re/oycing, that there was likely to 
be * Tribe Jeparaudfrom Ifrael, that they do confult, and consider, 
and ule means*, That this Tribe may not yvhoty be cut off, 

O that I could evidftltly ( now in thefe trmes of F.ibcrry and oppor¬ 
tunities) fee fuch frame of jfiirit / But alafs ! doth ic not on the 

contrary appear.That here are now but a few Wet cy ’, but tittle lamen¬ 
tations, For the deferences that arefo obedf, anfjo m.tvp l 

TX’ar Friends, On all hands hyitto heart, and bb ftutobfed for it, 


brotherly 


'* is *° neirer affinity in your affect! 

that you. are not to move forwards 

4' I ■ 


Do you expert 




jtftu L brijt m mecr a relation at a*y bvrtd or tje that ifrael ' had ? Is 

not thrifts [Precepts , and Exhortations, and Commands, as preva¬ 
lent,and at evident, and as fir eng, to pcrjwade us to unity anAado- 
fmg iu brotherly fitlOwKip nAT under the Gospel, as before tinder 


and as ftrong, to pirfwadt 


l 


nvW 


Gospel 


l 


the Lar* ? Doth not Chrift fay, A neit Commandment Igiz 
yet*'. That you Itkse one another f Dbth not Chrill tell us, Ttt* 
forgive net men their Trefpajjcs, neither Will our heavenly 


'f 


forgive 
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forgive w our Trefpaffe ? who was the Samaritans Neighbour /was 
it not hee that bound up hu Wounds? Luke 10.50. Doth not the A« 
pollies tell US, That if We had fail b to remove Mountaines,yet with¬ 
out love it profitteth w nothing : The Apoftle asketh this queftienr, 
ha (hit loveth not his Brother that bee hath/eene, how/hall that man 
love god that he hath not feene ! 

I Band notin Inch knoWnc truth/ to particularize Chapters and 
Verfesx where can you read the Dotlrinc of fhrift, or oF his Apoftle /, 
where thefe mattets arc not evident to be feen? 

Beloved Friends, may 1 not Fay with the Apoftle, that I am afraid 
of you S that jour hearts art not right in the prefence of God. 

Objett . But you will fay unto me, what would you have us to do? 
are there not many left in the way to hinder us from reaching out the 
right hand of felloWfrip to our brethren or Neighbours ,(f or fome 
Will not allow of the brotherhood ) are there not many ftnfull pratti - 

ces and muth difordtri 

ts 4 nfw. Is there not a wife man amongft yon , to hcale and to* 
make up thefe breaches ? Let mee propound this to your confidcra- 
tion, doe but remove one poyfonous wcede out of your hearts, and 
indeed thereof plant two fweete fmelling Herbes, and meete when 
you will,I (hould not doubt,( by Gods afliftance) but that all other 
differences may eafily be compofed , fo that you may joyne toge¬ 
ther in brotherly fellowlhip, a great many of you that now Hand at 
diifance. 

The poyfonous wcede to be removed is Pride , pluck up that by 
the roots, 

The graces or herbes to be planted in the deed thereof, are Love 
one to another , and Humility ; be fure thefe be fafely preferved i in 
giving honor go one before another: ’friends or Country men,you 
Bumble at fome failings, but doc you not( in the mcane time; leap 
over Mountaines , and plung your Lives into dangerous places ? It 
was the very leaven (fhrifl reproved in the Scribes and Thar ifces, 
they tithed mint and annife , and at the fame time were guilty of the 
breach of the Law of God,in Weighty matters. 

You are loth to clofe, left you (hould hould communion with [tu¬ 
ners ? Jt may be fo, bur confider well, That that heavenly Wifdomt 
that u from above, is ftrft pure : Let us (catch well our own hearts, 
let us try them well,and ( I doe believe ; we (hail fee as many and 
as great finnes there, as wee doe fee in many of thofe with whom 

we 
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we will not dole becaufe they are finners; Remember, forget not 

what condition we were in u then Cbrifl Ujeth downe his life , and 

fbeddeth out hit precious blood for nt f were we not then all over from 

head to heelc defiled in our bloud ? And did then Chrift reach out 

the right hand of hrs felloWfbip to us ? and are wee lo fliy one of 

another ? Chril wifheth US to be mereifull at our heavenly Father is 
mercifull. 

Dearely beloved Countrcy men, I mud forbeare, times quick mo¬ 
tion bidsmeegoon. I pray you yet that I may propound to your 

confideration, whether Reformation bee not now more meete, and 
more agreeable to the facred Scripture/, ( no* in this time of liberty 


and when wee ina 

feparation, in fuc 


l 


tf authority to helpe us ) 


fellowfbip y or communion of many^more then 

it in as eafie termes as 1 oan. 


Wee fee 


7 

ao\ 


re at ly the love , 

t. I propound 


For the unfoulding of this matter I conceive it neceflary, for ex- 
pedition,to propound the objection that may afterward arife inth< 
chiefe. 

Ob jell. Jer. I y.p. If thou take a W ay the precious from the vile, 

thou (halt be as my mouth, let them returne unto thee , but returns not 
unto them, 

Anfw. In fuch matters as wee finde recorded in holy Scripturet 

that leads us to extraordinary duties, or to fuch praftifes as arc not 


fevtrefl 


'f 


favourable taken, confonant to the continued practice and presidents 
of the Prophets, Chrift, and his AtolUes, ) there will not in my 
apprehenfion ) be any mat ter of moment to hinder communion be- 
tweene many that now are divided : I hold »c a lafe way to have 

recourfe to othcrandtoi ore plainer \ laces of Scripture, which (hew 


pra&iled 


darker places 


and 


believe the Prophet leremy ( dire&ed by God ) fought 


miaht 


with the wicked in thofc evils, which God had forbidden : and 

in this fence he enviteth the godly not to returne to the abbomination 


of the kicked 


thee.and then 


that is to fay,let them 


Or 
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Ordinances thou mayft joyne wich them j but note I pray you, 7 W 

the People were not hereby exhorted to devide in the Pafover , nor in 
any of (jods oWn Ordinances ; for then I conceive it had beene vaine 
for the Prophet to have left that door open, that the wicked might 
have forfaken his evils and have returned 
turne , the godly had flood at a diflance in 
own in flit ut ions. 

If the queftion now wer c, whether it be lawfullfor Believers to 
joyne With other (though believers)m the commifton of flnne; it might 
eafiiy be ilfued for it is cleare, wee may not breake Gods Commandc • 

meats. 

But now I conceive the cafe may be otherwife cor.fidercd of,for 

it is defired that there may bee fedoWfhip in thole things, which both 
parties acknowledge to be Gods owne Ordinances, as in the celebrating 
the Sacrament, &c. 

It is to bee well conflicted that many times the / fate of the IeWifh 
Church Was much corrupted, many corruptions there were, and yet 
the Prophets did in thofe times joyne with the people, in thefcOr* 
dinancesthat(/0<f hadinftituted, as namely the Pafover , fircum - 
ciflon,&c. but not in their finnes. The People in the time of Elijah 
were fallen fouly, he joyned not therefore with them in their fins• 
but token the People Were vrefent hee ofereth Sacrifice, l Kings 18. 

and upon the ‘Peoples acknowledgement of God , hee then joyneth 
with the People in doing GodstviU , namely in (laying Baal Is Pro¬ 
phet . The People of the Iewes in the time of our Saviour Were very 
finfull, Chrift doth not fpeake with them in finning • but in Gods 
owne Ordinances hee joyned with the People, or did celeb; ate 
with them the Pafover , and fo did the fpojlles joyne in the ce¬ 
lebration of the ‘Pafover,and in the obfervation of circstmci ion. 

The height of my perfwafions reach no further then to this cfFcdt, 
namely, that there might be a Brotherly cloflng, and the right hand of 

fellowship in thofe things that are of God, andfo acknowledged by both 
parties. 

Friends there are many Lions in the way to hinder y< ur doling, 

but this I believe , that if there Were unfeigned love , an i found hu¬ 
mility in many of your foules, there Would beegreatforrow in your 
heart s t for the divifiontof Reuben, and alfo an attempt, ( meanes 
would beeufed ) to joyne together in Brotherly fellowship : now 
that there are fo faire opportunities , as to my apprehenfions there 

are to be reconciled, M Put 
















But I fpeake ic withgriefe, 1 fee but little raeanesufed, do not 

fhriftiant, Acquaintance,*nd Friends, carry chemfelves as if there 
were no great matters in it, whether former breaches be healed or 
no? 

Note and confider well of the Apoftles words recorded Thilip.%. 

15. Let us therefore as mart) as be perfei! be thus minded, and if 
any be othtrwife minded Cjod fJjull rev a! even the fame unto you.Vcr. 

1 6, Ncvertheleffe in that W'hereunto wee are come, let us proceeds by 
one Rule,that Wee may minde one thing.Wc r. 17. Brethren be yee fol¬ 
lowers of mee , and loofe on them Which rvalke fo, as yee have us for 
an example .Ver. I 8 . For many Walks of Whom 1 have told you often, 
and now tell you weeping , that they are the enemies of the Crojje of 
Chrift'. ver. Ip. whofe end is damnation , Whofe glory is their 
(hame, 

Confider of it upon all hands.there is much evil fome where, the 
mouthes of the wicked are much opened by rcafon of our divifions, 
and the hearts of the Godly Minifters much grieved,and cmCjovtrn % 
went much weakened, and difiurbed, by the many divifions that 
are among!! us; confider it, looke to it, for the many precepts, pre- 
fidentt, exhortations, and invitations, that are recorded in the Scrip¬ 
tures, will not be at water ffilt upon the ground , but they (hall ei¬ 
ther prevaile in our hearts, and fhew theinfelves in our fruits,or 
elfe it had becne better for many that they had never knowne firth 

precious direflions. 

We have many or diverfe examples, in the Scripture recorded 
for our learning which fpeake of Reformation of Churchet, but not 
one ( that I know of) thatfhewetha WiUfull and contented fepara- 
tion of Believers from Believers , in thofe things agreed on , to be 
GodsoWne Injlitntions being confidercd in agcnerall way, whole 
Churches, 

There is an apparent difference between that fir para tion,\K hen the 
Church caftcth out a Tinner ("for fome offence obftinately continued 

in ) wherein wee may note , that the perfen offending , is a pafftvr, 
andnot an aflive, iu the mutter 0 f his exclufion • hee doth not vo* 
luntarily exclude the Church , but the Church him: and alfo during 
the time of his fieparation hee is not to be counted as an enemy, or 
unbeliever, but admonifhed as a Brother : atjd betweene this fepa¬ 
ration, fomuch riowpra&iCd , is it not a 'Willfullor contented' je- 
paration, whereby, many {land at a manifeft and great difiance from 

Believers 
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Believers and Churches,that are Willing to be at peace and unity with 
them ? 

1 fhould defire all men that willingly feparateto e nfider, that 

their is a great difference , betweene,partaking in ftnne,&partaking in 
thofe duties,Which God hath preferibed. And that fuppofe that there 
be blemiflies or fome things wherein wee conceive there is iinne, if 
we according to rul$ do proceede therein,fo far is our places do ex • 
tend,wc may then live in fome focieties,wherein fome may remain, 
and not excluded,which wee count Tinners. 

I conceive Chrift his example is evident and clcarc in this matter 
who continued his felloWfbip in the Church of the ItWes , in Gods 
Ordinances , and neverthelcffe did not partake with them in their 
fanes . 

But fecondly,! defire that we may duly and well confider,where¬ 
in confifteth, whereupon dependeth,and from what roote arifeth, 
and what is the caufe, that Cod hath grained this preciousfavour to 
tee, that are by nature Cj entiles, cfc, that Wee fljall bee his children ; 
of his houfehould, and have brotherly f e/loW (hip : doth it arife from 
any inherent rigbteoufne (fie in us,more then in others ? Or from any 
afluallholinefft in US ? or doth ic not arife from a righteon/neffe im¬ 
puted to US ? we are called Saints , not becaufe wet ofsur felves are 

more righteous then others, but becaufe wee believing the promifes of 

god,Chrift hit righteoufne(fe is imputed to us ; this is the roote and 
caufe of our fellow/hip and brotherhood. Thus it is recorded, Rom.j. 
11 . 111 $. for there it no difference , for all have finsyfd and are de¬ 
prived of the glory of god, ver.14 .and are juflified frtelyby his grace, 
through the Redemption that is in ('brifl Iefus,VCt(. 25,26,27,18. 

and Rom. 5 .4, being juflified by Faith wee have peaceyoWards God 
thorough our Lord lefus Chrift,&c. Call, 16 . from this roote Wee 
are faidto bee ingrafted and united unto (fhrifl by Faith ; This is the 
true caufe of OUr brotherly fellowfhip, Suppofe that ten men bee the 
brethren of one Father ,it is not a fufficiept Caufe to djtfblve their bro - 
therhoed, becaufe that one Wanteth an eye, another a hand, and another 
is blemifijed,md not fo beautiful!. 

But thirdly, confider wee ill of us, how far,and in what manner 
we are polluted and defiled with finnes our owne felves, and by that 
meanes,we (hall not fo eafily feparate the bonds of ."Brotherly fellow 
fhipi becaufe we fee that others are finners. 

1 befeech you that mourne for the breaches that are in the Jfrael of 
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Cody life diligence,^ ollow after Peace, go to other focietiet,K\d Hiew 

th4t you are defrous , to repaire and make up the breachtt that have 

bteneandarn (hew your grievances what they are, I am perfwaded 
the Cjodly Mmifltrs, and many people, will meete you and bewil* 

ling to remove any juft caufe of offence and t > doe any laWfull afl, or 
altt, for the reuniting, ind for the obtaining of Teace , and of Bro> 
therly ftlloWfbip : bflt deare friends, bee hire before you come, putt 
prtde out of your hearts by the r notes , and indeed thereof labour to 

plant and bring love and humility , and then I dare undertake a recon¬ 
ciliation. 

I pray you give me leavef without offence) to propound to your 
Conliderarion, an inflanceor two, which I can by experience wit- 
neli!. There is a place where the Governor and Afinifterswtxe cod- 
ly : they out of zeale did feparate wholy and with fome few others 
did joyne together in Covenant or fellowship : and did at once refufe 
to Joyne with all other in Godi oWne Ordinances, as namely in the ce¬ 
lebration of the Sacrament and Baptifme t &c. What followed? 
whereas before the whole place was ( in my apprehenfion ) in a 
hopefull way of Reformation , and turning from evill to good; the 

were generally beloved, and fo was the Cover nour.by the 

molt of the inhabitants , till this time of their totall feparation , but 

afterwards, thofethatfawnotlightforfuchapraftice, firftwith- 

drew their affettioni from the Miniflers, and from the Governor , and 
ill the flame increafed till the governors and Ministers , were dif* 
piaced, and worfe (in regard of godlineffc ) obtained their places, 

fuU. thaC ^ * CC n ° W * S ^ )CCOme morc evill > thcn before,and lefic hope- 

Might not thefegodly Miniflers , and Governor , have reformed 

3 fr j C j * ^ we ^ ‘ ,n a way of Reformation , as in a way of rigid 
and hidden totall feparation ? which if they had orderly proceeded 

in,and to have dealt with fuch as had been known finners according 

to any cleare rule, and by juft proces have excluded every known, 

uoitinate, and unrepentant finner j this I believe would have bin 

bo ne by the People, and the Mini fieri and Governor might f I be- 

iicve) have (till remained in their places, and might (till have bin 

beloved the People , and they mightf l belie?e)havc done the fame 

fin eftc «;by a way of Reformation , that they endeavored to do in 
a way of totall feparation, which brought fuch fad events. 

I could inftance in another People fome mattert tending to the 

fame 
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ftme effert , in both which I hate noted with diligence the fruits, 

and 1 cannot fee the gracious prefence of God to fucceede fuch pro¬ 
ceedings. 

Therefore I defire all who it may concerne warilie to confider 

the fruits of feparation, where we may do [he fame matters, in a way 
of Reformation, And further confider that it u a more facile Way to 
feparate from other finners,then to feparate from the fi-met'f ouroWne 

hearts. God forgiveth us every day our (ins, and yet how lharply do 

We proceed againft our brethren. 

This matter requircth that much more fhould be fpoken to it,but 
I forbear becaufe I fear to offend any of Chrifls little ones. 

I have only endeavoured to remove thofe hindcrances which I 
conceive do chiefly hinder Peace and Truth from meeting and un¬ 
bracing. 

Now dearely beloved Fathers , you into whofe hands God hath 

committed,^ Government of this Common-Wealth , and theTeople, 
and the affaires thereof; I humbly defire that you will not be offen¬ 
ded , that I do propound to your godly confideration the few fol¬ 
lowing lines contained in this little Treatife ; I pray you do not dif- 
daine to look over ( and confider) what is in them contained, be. 
Caufe the instrument that offereth them to you is but weake and 
meane. Confider that Godfometimes chufeth Weake , and meane in- 
flruments, to bring about his owne purpofes : It was* great Argu¬ 
ment that th e great men and learned Dottors ufedfin the time of our 
Saviour)to bring hisDoflrine , and the Doflrine of his tAfpoflles into 

contempt, namely they faid, is not this the Carpenters Sonne l are 

not thefe unlearned men, poore Fifhermen ? and the like; I hope this 
/hall not be&prevalent Argument with you, to caufe you to ae/pife 

what I here offer to your confideration; de/pife not altogether^* 

day of [mall things s I have not that rich ftore of ( neither do I much 
feek for) thofe rich garments of the fentences drawn out of many 
other Writers, to call over and to adotne this little Treatife, to make 
it appeare beautifully I mull prefent it to you in the plaine Jimplicity 
of the Gofpell, The authority (l fhall alledge ) is drawn only or 
chieflv from the Word of God, which I fhall endeavour to tender fo 

youfio far as God (hall aflift me)without addition or diminution, not 
turning to either hand. 

Through much difficult try alls and temptations, I have bin helped 

(I 












(I believe by God hit good Spirit ) to obtaine this benefit that I 
might tender theft things to your conf deration} and as you are more 

eminently confidcrcd in them, yeti alfo and my pofierity and ma¬ 
ny of my friends arc likewife tnilie concerned in thefe following 
lines. I confefle they are but is a mite, yet I pray you accept them, 

and lay them up,let them be put into the treafury of jour hearts,ta be 

confidered of. 

Dearly beloved Fathers I pray you accept favorably of thefe few 
following lines , wherein I have laboured toprtfent to your godly 
confsder aliens .fuch a p/at forme ,or draught of Government^ is drawn 
from ( or out of ) the unbUmi/hed and mo ft perfett patterns, preferib- 
ed,and revealed in the facred Scripture, thofe (freight and nnerring 
rules of truth t in the difeription thereof 1 have endeavoured, with¬ 
out adding or diminifhing, ( according to the meafure of grace and 
flrtngth from god received ) to prefent it to you with faithful - 

neffc. 

Thefe rtafons following have moved me to prefent t hefe foil Mine 
lines to your confiderations. 

Firft, aiming at gods Glory i having an efpeciall refpeft to the ac - 
complifbmtut of thofe precious promifet, foretold by the Prophets. 

Secondly, becanfe that I my felfe and my pofterity are concerned in 
the caufe. 

Thirdly, hecauft that fuels an opport unity (\ believe)**^ not heene 
offered from the dayes of Samuel to this nW.confi dering I look upon 
you as men that ainee principally at the glory of God , and not fo much 
at any Worldly refpe&t , you knowing and fteing the britt/eneffe,the 
uncertainty , the mutability , and vanity that js to be attained in any 
Worldly comfortt % compared with thofe true, Weighty,precious trea- 

ftsres, provided,promi(cd,and referved, for all thofe that love God, 

believe in him, and do unftinedly defire to dot hit fYill and frommandc* 
menu. 

Fourthly ,T daconfider that your a flings now , and the platforme of 
Government that yon are now confdering of, it fuels at is like to com 
come pofterity. It will concerne £vgland,Ireland,Scotland, and our 
Neighbour Nations, they will warily loek upon it, and it will con- 
Oetnc the J(\ands in the Indies, Barmotdat, Virginia, New England, 
NeWfound Land,l and other places. 

Confider therefore,! pray you, with thegreatefl rofpefl,thztyou 

have an eye to the pat feme of the Sand nary, to thofe rules , and War. 
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evealed tViH the holy Scriptures 


UCI Vvi |rtl - .0 

this Books <=f the Law depart out of thy m 
day and mght, that thou mayefl obferve , 
is written therein, for then (halt thou ma^ 
then {bait thou have goodfsscceffe. I befecch 


r to the it ft ha, 
JcfhuA i Chap 


profptroHS 


be fecured 


fult not too much with flejb and blood, follow not the many and 

uncertain eprefidents and inventions of men. /f you keepeclofeto 

Gods Rule, you (hall not err, you fhallbe fafe, and then lhall I and 
my pofterity(fome of your little children), (hroud our felves, under 
the proteflion of your wing, with more peace and comfort, concei¬ 
ving our felves by Gods Providence , to be fecured from the many 
Wolves, and /?e4rf/,and Lyons,thit lie in Waite to hurt ns. 

I have travelled through many difficulties,torhken Wife,Children, 
and fome Worldly comforts , that J might prefent thefe following 
tines to y ont confsder at ion s t ( which I would not mention but to this 
end,) That it might take fome impreffon in your hearts, and caufe 
you ’advifedly te read and to coufder what is contained in thefe follow ■ 

»l»jr lines, and that fo all my labour may not be loft, and thefe mat - 
fers caft afide as waft paper, to that end / pray you not to looke fo 
much at the Garment as at the fubftance , and not fo much at the 
Order, or Forme, as at the Truth and true Meaning, of what J have 
tendred to you: but whatever my Jucceffe (hall be, / know my depen - 

dancy ,and Whom / have trufted. 

Dearely beloved Fathers , J meane not to exclude my requefls 
from being prefented ( and are intended by me ) to be tendered to 
thofe two Worthy Servants of God, Sir Thomas Fairfax, and Sir Oli¬ 
ver Cromwell, being Fathers of this Commonwealth in an eminent 
manner. To them and to the reft of thofe Worthy Governonrt of this 
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thefe following 


prefent my requefts and what (hall be 


1 great, and gU 


prechus opportunity put into your hands of Reformation , be 

Faithful if in this , and God will make you Ruler S of more andgrt 


of Heave 


f Juft ice come thorough as few hands 


that fo the p 
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or chirp, and with as much eafe,as may be,which (Ido believe) you 
doendcaiour. 

I humble requeft of youlikewife, that you Will take offfrom the 


Commonwealth what burdens and taxations , yott caw. Ion 

_ _ I f ft /Y* A I . . . ' 


be deeply 


many /*d comp 


l 
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and//£<;/ of many poore hearts, that are under your Government, that 
areofyour/?^,remember what /mw? of (fir it was in that firft,*and 

godly , and eminent patterne of piety, namely, in holy and humble 
Mo(et, that bleffed man of god , he fought the good, the eafe, and the 
comfort of that people god committed to his government , he changed 
tbit tranftory life , and now lives with (fid, and With his tie (fed 
tdngellt to eternity , the memory of him is recorded ( for our lear- 


Agcsl 


gods Books of Records, and is precious, and bleffed in ail 


hie (fed Saviour 


from thofeop 


prejpons of fnnes, and from Satan and from 'Death , and laid downe 
his life to redeeme us j and all this hee did freely for us, when no eye 
pittied us, yea even then when wee were at emnity with him , and he 
was a precious patterne for us to imitate, and now hee fttteth in glory, 

and is blefed to all eternity . Hee regarded not, the momentary 

trifles, of Worldly wealth , the Foxes had holes , and the Birds of the 

jlire had ne(l s,but the Sonne of man had fiercely a place thereon to 

reft hit Head $ bee mercifnll becaufi your Heavenly Father is mer¬ 
ciful l. 

I do believe you do earneftly defire,and endeavour to take ofFfrom 
the people what burdens you can, f do confider that you have very 
many and great engagements , that for the prefent you cannot a- 

ations, but /hope thoft 


be removed 
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(1 hope God will mew 


not for the gain fay ings and moleftations , that diverfe bring i 
by reafon of their irregularities. 

pray you be m indefull of our Tr a ding and Merchandize 


perfwaded that we might be 


f 


i 

lieved 


rage rtar, thi t fo the poore labourer may bceimployed, and re 
fd« 

cannot but with thankefulneffe acknowledge your great care 
charge that you have allready taken, in fetting out Ships, to fe- 
our Marchants at Sea j I pray you ft ill continue your Watch 

fulnefft 


i 


(89) 

fulnejfe that Way becaufe thefi times, are times wherein man f ungodly 
men ,bloudtbirfty,and deceitful men, lie in waite,to devour the labours, 
and the per font,of many hone ft and Well minded men, 

I pray you to encourage the Souldiers,by allowing unto them fuch a 
competent maintenance, that they may comfortably live/of otherwife it 
will occafion them to rob or fteal, whereby onr. lives and our eftates 
(hall be more damaged, and endangered. I hope that God will give un¬ 
to US jour people fuch feeing eyes, fuch Willing andcbcerefull confor • 
mity , fuch who/efime, and peaceable, and well ordered tongues, fuch 
a freenefle of heart to acknowledge,and be thanksfullfor all your for' 
merfaithfullneffe, and your great labours of love towards its , that 
we ftiali have fuch a loving agreement, and fuch a general! peace and 
bleffedne fe,that you may Tree us from many of our military men, and 
they may with honor,and comfort,and a bleflfing from God, and from 

you,and from us all, return to their own homes with peace and com¬ 
fort. 

I humbly defire you to have a favorable rtffett, to thofe that fepa- 
rate from us, and to thofe that arc different from us in fome particulars 
Ml their judgements,out of tenderncjfe of confidence fo long as they lead 
* godly,* peaceable and a quiet life. Confider I pray you that fuch fear 
and love Godjtnddtfire to do that Which is Well pleating in Gods fight, 
and fearing to offend and provoke God, or to break his Commands - 
ments , they do abftain or refrain from doing fome things which they 

have liberty to do: confider that the fnnes or 0 fences ofj 'uch perfons , 
are ufually in the matters of omijfon. God did not command in the 

Law ( fo far as I underftand ) that men ftjould, ( I meane thofe that 

Wer ^gentiles by natureJbe compelled to partake either of thePaffovcr, 
or Circumcifton , nor to adhere to the Church of the true IJrael of 
God by way of (first nail fellow flip. Moreover have not thefi men 
notwithftanding ( I mean Believers , though they fear to joyn in \fe/~ 
low (hip with other Believers for fear of offending God thereby ) the 
marks orcharallcroj'Godsfervants ? See 2 Kings i7.39.iYf/7r.I.I I. 
and Chap. 5.15. rfal.i'),\s\.& 103. 1 1. Heehath not dealt 

with w after our fnnes :neither rewarded us after our iniquities. 
Ver.i I. For as the Heaven is high above the Earth, fo great is his 
mercy towards them that fear e him. Ver. 13. tAs a Father hath com - 
paffion of his children, fo hath the Lord companion on them that fear e 

Him. 

Confider I pray you , that all men have net the fame meafure of 

N grace ; 
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grace ; but can we deny but that thefe men fear the Lord l 

I pray you drive tbefe that feare the Lordfoftly, do not drive them 
furiou(ly,k aft as Iacob faid of his Hock, it fhould endanger them; A/ofes 
carried the chofen of God tenderly in his bofome, although they were in 
fome refpeft a froWard and a crooked Generation : I pray you put a 
realland oroad difference between tbefe, and thofe tVolfes, and Rears, 
and beafis of prej , that regard not Gods Commandements. Becanfe 
tbefe have the characters of Gods enemies. Of thefe David faith, W"/* 
1 01.8 .betimes Will I deflroy all the Wicked of the Landjbat l may cut 
cjf all the workers of iniquity from theCity of the Lord. 

I pray you to take a flue tall care in the meane time for the honor of 
that mojlglorious and high God, from whom we do receive aU that we 
have, both life and all other comforts, that he be not dishonored ; 
Remember I pray you that God to a jealous God of his honor,Svifftt not 
Jinne to march fo openly in the fight of the Snnne , and to go Without 
fpcedy and due punifhmeut, differ not fuch corrupt jpeeches, fuch ftule 
contentions languages to go without controlc, fuffer withe wicked to 
{peak what they lilt, as if there were no God to controle them; Re¬ 
member I pray you what a World of wickfdnejfe , trouble and evil, that 
little member th c tongue, ('not being regulated and bridled) may pro¬ 
duce,to the difhonor of God, to the dijfurbance of our peace, and to hin¬ 
der my weak f, yet true, andfait If nil endeavors, that peace and truth 
might meete together , as Uoitiand Aaron met together,in the Mount 
of Gotland kj(Jed each other. 

Dearly beloved Fathers 

J am jours in true ajfeld ion , and in all 

Chrijlian duty to be commanded , 

lvavvnt 
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Aiming at the glory of God, 

THAT 


PEACE and 
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may meet together. 




Aving endeavoured (in the few lines preceding,or going 

before ) to remove fuch hinderances as lay in my 
way, and alfo to view fome of thofe materials whicn 
may be ufefull, in the drawing out a C P latter me of 


fuch a Government and Governours, as God hath 
preferibed, recorded, and bieffed, in his holy, Word; 
I (hall therefore in the firft place lay down this Foundation , namely, 
That that government that God hath himfelfc preferibed, and blejffd, 
( in the firjt and purefi times of government, and then when hee did 
i* mercy and great favour mo(l immediately preferibe government j ) 
is to be preferred very much and very [ar, before that government 
which came in long afterwards, being fuch as the people chofe, and 
invented in imitation of the heathen Nations, and being fuch a way 
and forme of government as God hitnfelf doth immediately oppofe, 
and that in a very dir.eft and eminent manner, ) and is better then all 

other governments that men can prejeribe or invent what fo ever. 

The firft rcafon why that government is beft that God preferibeth 

is, becaufe Gods works and rules arc the mo (l per fell worlds and 

rules : there needeth nothing to be added to them, nor nothing to be 

taken from them, as may evidently be feen,by and in the whole frame 
of the Creation of Heaven and Earth , and all the creatures in them 


contained. 
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0i ^Endeavors aiming sft the fjlwy of Cod, 

The ftcond Reafon is becaufe £&4 is infinitely Wife, no wisdom is to be 
compared with his wifdotn. 

The third Reafon is becaufe God varietb not j bee isyefltrday , and 
to daf and the fame for ever. 

The fourth Reafon is, becaufe God is mofl flrong,able toproteU bis 

own tt'orkes. 

The fifth Rea r on is, becaufe God lovetb andblcfetbbis ottn Worses, 
and Rules, andmakyfh them to profper. 

The fixth Reafon is, becaufe God u true andfaithfull, in alibi) Word 

and Vromifet : now God hath promifed to WeiTe and to profper his 

own Rules, aud Dir eld tens x and fo it evidently appeareth that he hath 

done. 

On the contrary that government which people preferibe is very 
muchworfe, and exceeding inferior, to that which Godpreferibed: 

fir ft becaufe that mans wifdome, potter, truth, and matability, « in- 
finitely inferior, to the ttijdome, power , truth, and immutability of 

God. As doth appear plainly in th it men, when they laid their heads 

and wills, and powers together, tooppofe Gods Determinations • all 
their higheft labours and endeavours, reached no higher,nor no fiarther, 
then to build uTowerof Babell, tending to oonfufionj this will fur¬ 
ther appear if we confider thu particular cafe in the matter of govern- 
went, for thofe hedges, and that forme ofgov e mm ent,which God did 
in his wifdom appoint to his beloved fir h borne Sonne, in the firft and 
pureft times oft government from Mofes to Samuel , was much bet" 
ter then that government of Kings, which fuccecded after wardsin 
more corrupted times , when God was angry with the people, and 

was fucha government as the people invented, in imitation of the Hea¬ 
thens, 

Secondly, this \ government- of God was better, and the Peoples 

worfe , becaufe God blejfed hi) ottne Dir eld ions , and Prefcriptions. 

It is to be noted that of all the fudges thatGod appointed,immediately, 
or in which the people asked counfell of God , thofe governours Q od 
bldTcdthem whhhxsgoodand holy Spirit , all of them from Mofes 
to Samuel , there was not one of them an evillgovemour (that I can 
find ) and they all proved bltfflngs to the people ; But thofe governors 
that the people chofe and invented themfelves, many or molt of them 
Sod did not fo blefle v/ithbls good and holy Spirit ■, and they proved 

enrfes and crofifes to the people, and were great aflliflions to the people , 

as appeared in Abimeteck, in Jeroboam, in Ahab and others. 

Next 
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Next let ua confider, That this people the children of Jfrael had the 
beft forme of government from Mofes to Samuel, which appeareth 

from the confiderationsof diverfe Scriptures, Exod.j, God there faith 

yeefljall be mj chiefe treafure , though all the people of the Earth be 

mine j this place fheweth that God preferred this people at this time 
above all other people, therefore it may plainly be gathered that God 
took more fpeciail regard to appoint them a better government then 0- 
ther Nations • but other Nations had Kings at that time, and God 
preferibed, and appointed to them fudges ax that time. Therefore 
government by fudges in that firft and pureft times, were better then 
government by Kings. Read Exod. 33. 16. Jo fjall I and thy people 
have preheminencc above all people that are on the Earth; here again 
the fame is n peated, to fhew that this people had preheminencc above 
all other people j and fhould they be preferred in fmalltr matters , and 
not in thu matter of government, being a matter the gr eat ejl con¬ 
cernment l Read Levit.9. 23. and the glory of the Lord appeared unto 
all the ‘People: from this place it appeared, that in thu mofl excellent 
mercy , they were far preferred before other people, for did any other 
People fee the glory of the Lord as they did ? no verily. Read Lev it. 
26. 12. Dent. 4.5. Behold J have taught you Ordinances, and Lattes, 
as the Lordmy God commanded mee, that yee flsould do. Ver.<5. keepe 
thtm therefore and do them for that is your wifdome, and underfland* 
ing. Ver.7. For tthat Nation is fo great to whom the Gods came fo 

neare unto them, at the Lor dour God is neare unto us in all, 

Ver. 8. A/id tthat Nation is fo great that hath Lawes fo righteous r 
as all this Latt that Ifet before you this day ? Vet. 9. But take heede to 
thy felfe and keepe thy foule diligently, that thou forget not thefe 
things , and that they depart not out of thy heart all the dayes of thy 
life, but teach them thy Jonnes and thy fonnes fonnes. Ver, 2. Teefhal 
put nothing to the Word which f command you, neither [hall you take 
ought therefrom , that yee may keepe the Commandements of the Lord 
your God,crc. 

Deare Friends, let us well weigh the very exprefle, and direft force 
of fuch a plain downright Rule of God : God tells them that they had 

Lattes and fommandement s, fuch as no people on Earth had the like• 
Confider what was meant by Lawes, and Precepts and Ordinances : 
This is meant by it, the whole frame of their government • For Rules, 
and Lattes, and Ordinances . implycthmoft plainly two things : the 

governours, 2nd the governea ; for elfe to what purpofe had God gi¬ 
ven 
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vcn thellaWes: if he had not appointed governors to fee thofe lawes 
executed. 

We fee it to be of necetfty and mo ft windfall concernment , that in 

all combination! or Jocitties , wherein many art together, there muft 


be Onhr, which is nothing elfe but 


being regulated, and orde 


red wifely,j'uftly,mercifully, &c. This puts a beauty upon all mattet 

to be arted by Societies. This Order in government it puts a Jh'min 
Infer upon all pieces of Workf, and upon all Societies. Do but Witt 
draw a wife and good government, and let either a foole , ora negh 


per fan , or a difordered Spicnre, or a Tyrant 


and you ftiall prefently find that fPorfies or 'Societies guitfed by fuch* 
will either turn into a Chaos, or into dtforder ; or at the leaft ( in the 
bell cafes) the lujlre and beauties of fuch (octettes , tyj// be taken 


tWay 


fhall then gather from thefe Script 


JN at ion under Heaven had Jo good a government, f 


that no 


Ordinances) 


as tins people of ffracl had now in this time of the fudges , noVo in 
theft (irjl and purejl times, now in this time when God frewed his 
glory Jo eminently , »o\\s in this time when God came Jo mare unto 

this people as no Nation upon Earth had fuch a government , fuch 


Words Lawcs 


Pi 


implied, and expreffed, under -thefe 


• 4 9 

went by King 


by Judg 


being 


King 


Heathen 


righteous opprejjor, a r,p e of the Dcvill, but God faith that at that 
very time the Ordinances and Lanes, the whole frame of their gover¬ 
nors , and government \\'<u bettrr then all other Nations did oijoy; 
the n certainly it was better then the government by Kings. We can 
no way evade, or avoid f in a plain way of righteoufnelTe Jshis truth. 


dirertly at 
appeareth 


j ’- "-" " v 

bccaufc God in his rvifdom fa U 1 


'Hmenttobe be ft for his Church and people. God was t he ex/*- 
f * { ds government by fudges , God did preferibe this govern * 


nt and Welle this government. Aud God is not as man, his 

not imperfert* Godfeethandknowethatonce what isbeil 


fider 



stud that Peace and Truth wap meet together. ft 

fider then,TW God is like-wife unchangeable: Concerning the Govern¬ 
ment by Kings,G od was not ignorant of it, he faw that , but it plainly 
appeared that he approved not of it,becaufe ncverthelesGod prescribed 

to the people this way of Government by Judges ; this was Gods own 
Ordinance, and God faith,' This Government was the bejl, no Nation 
had fo good a Government, take it in what refpert you will or-can 
take it. Further let usconfider, That thefe Ordinances of God, thefe 
Laws, this Government prescribed and bleffed by God himftlf, do con¬ 
tinue in force to this day, they were never changed nor repealed to this 
very day. 

Objett. But do we not find, that there wire fome good Kings, as 
David, and fome others ? 

Anfw. That proveth not in the leaft, That the Government of the 
Kings was to be compared to that Government by'Judges, bccaufe 

this Government by fudges was Gcds prefeription and dircllion, but 
that Government by Kings WS the prefeription of the People, the 
‘Peoples invention, in imitation of the Heathen roundabout, and this 

was exprefly forbidden by God before in Deuteronomy, Thou Jhalt 

not follow the manner of the HeathenNations round about: And it was 

exprefly againft the Counfcl of God,recorded by Samuel; it was againft 
Gods Will,for though God did permit Kings to be, yet he did not ori¬ 
ginally appoint them, but contrarily God dchorteth the people from 
having Kings in a vehement manner, and taking it in the higheft degree 
to be Doth the breach of Gods Commands or InJlitutions, and like wife 
a very forfaking of God, recorded by the Prophet Samuil, i Sarn&.y. 
They have not call tbtt away, but they have cajl me away. And fur¬ 
ther note, That God out of his tender compaflion to the people , not¬ 
withstanding that they had caft him away in the form of their govern¬ 
ment, yet Gahovingly admonifbeth th e people, God giveth warning to 
the people what theyfhould get by having a Government by Kings, 
namely, I Sam. 8 .1 1. This frail be the manner of the King that frail 
raign over you. He flsall take your fons and your daughters,your fields 
and your vineyards, yourfervants, your cat tel andyour freep, and ye 
frail cry out by reafon of yonr oppfejfions, but I Will not hear you in 
that day. 

Further confider, That God did permit divorce in fundiy cafes, and 
did permit the Israelites to have more wives then one j tfhis matter 
(to my apprehenfion) hath a better footing, and much fairer f)>ew of 
Gods approbation ,chert the Government by Kings ; and nofcvvfthftand- 

‘ftg 
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,D B ottr Eordi aich. That this was not originally right, God did 

not in the firfl and par eft InMtut ion ordain this matter • yeiGod did 

aft in many cafes,and blcfled children, and married perfons in this wav. 
In the firft being of Kings, GWdidaft inthiscaufe, as namely, God 
chofe Saul and David, yet neverthtlefs tyoddid exprefly by the Pro¬ 
phet Samuel, inthreatning manner, admonifh and fore cel the people 
That Kings Wouldopprefs the people, and make them crjout, and 

y° D would not alter the. Government by Kings When they 
Would, ^ J 

Obferve we well,That where men do not cleave dofe to Gods Or¬ 
dinations, to his In flit Ht ions,znd do not prefer the tvifdom of God be¬ 
fore their ownwifdom, it is a righteous thing with God to fuffer them 
to fmart, and to endure bitter affitHons, when we fhall not have abk* 
lity to help our felves: We have had experience of Kings from Samu¬ 
els nme to this day , and now God hath given fuch an opportunity as 
bath not been a long feafon, now we have comfortable hope, that God 
will give and red ore fudges as at the fir fl, and Counsellors as at the 
beginning. Oh dearly beloved, whofoever thou art, hinder not Gods 

Wor^ of Reformation, left thou beeft found a fighter againft God i 
Temember that our forefathers have been a gain fay ino people let nnt 
US,I pray you,refill the good Spirit of his grace. * 

a. But further confider.That although David,and fome other Kinns 
were better then the reft, (God would not fuffer the Rod of his tvrath 
to lie always fo heavy as at fometimes,) yet even David and Solomon 
and others, were not bUffed with the like meafure of grace that the* 
Judges were blcfled with ; Confider, did M.f„, fcfl.uu, GU, m , Sa- 
***"■ did they kill innocent Vrmb ! Did they ccmmit Adult try with 
Eathjhrba ? Did they number the people withT)avid? Did they fet 
Kf IjoUtrj tr (Mr Mutrj'M they build fumftmm /»»/«, >n d 
gardens, and orchards, as Solomon ? Did they commit fuch abomina¬ 
tions n many other Kings did? Coniiderof it, That this Govern¬ 
ment by Judges, in(litntid by God himfelf, in thefefirfi andpurefi 
times, Was the befl Government, it Was moll for Gods glory, it was ac¬ 
cording to his Will, and it Was mofl for the peoples good. 

3 .Confider,ThatalthoughGod commendeth David in th cgeneral vet 
that proved nothing in this particular cafe,namely,it neither jroveth to 
them be of Gods, fir# Inflation, nor any Injlitutiou, not that place • 

for inftance, if a matter of a family having an hundred fervants, fomi 
of thele may be as petfonable, nay they may fome of them be beloved 

of 


That Peace stud Truth may meet together. 
cf the matter, and be rulers in the family; but this doth hot 

That the form of their government ( being a form of their own invent 
tion) was or is fo good a form, as that form of government that the 
matter himfelf appointed. We ought warily to diftinguifh between 
thofe matters that God doth permit, and between thofe matters that 
God doth inflitute and ordain. Adam, our grandfather, finned by 
eating of the forbidden fruit,yet neverthelefsGod made fome of his po¬ 
tter ity Injlruments of his glory, and they were beloved of God, yet it 

doth not thereby follow, That Adams condition was fo good 


before 


ifter his own heart, but it nei 



ages 


followeth thereby. That all Kings were men after Gods 
lat fence,nor doth it thereby folio w.Thac the government by Kings 
fogood a government as the government by Judges, for that is 
° the exprefs letter of the Scripture, and againft the experience 

10 this prefent. 

Doth not GoJ fay,That Kings fo all be thy nurfingfathers, 
and Queens thy nurfing mothers ? 

Anfw. This fheweth, That although the people had deferred, that 

God fhould make all Kings to be enemies orf courges to the people, for 
re jetting God their King, and for their evil and ob/linacy, inforfaking 
the firft andbefl form of government by fudges, (a form preferibed 

and blcfled by God,) yet this fheweth, That God would not always 

be alike offended,he would let fome Kings be nurfing fathers, although 
many were evil towards God and the people. 

Another inftance confider, A father, having many children, employ- 


I /-- ~ ■ 

of his childrens chufing 


chufing 


wcakne fs and 


rgive his children part of 


perfons 


fome of thefe fhould prove nurfes to them, though many fhould prove 


erodes 

way preferred, neither doth this indulg 
courage or warrant other ch 
but exprtfly witneflld againft 


his childrens aft in breaking 


One inftance more to open the m tttcr, confider, Certain men being 
to go to a place far diftant from them, there are divers ways 
that lead to the place, the mafter of the comp.iny he fheweth to 

them the beft way, but the 


company are obftinate, and 
O 


So 


I 
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actives to King and Princrs by defeent, without enquiring Gods counfel 
nd fo continued in the breach of Covenant, and of Gods Law: they 


had not yet reftored God to be their King, as in the days of old 
the beginning, This is plainly exprefled in thefe words ,-Kings t 
me i Princes, and I knew it net ; As if God fhould have (aid, j 

feftedthey pjouldrepent , and turn from their evils,and have enqi 


chief 


and taken mj counfel, who fhould he the man that fhould 


hut they go on, and obftinately follow the counfel of 


9 ” ' 

tjuainted , 


k 


Kings, hut not by me ; ti 
5 , They did not come ana 
’ of me Who pjould tavern 


ki 


tore the Enemy fhall purfue them. Hut to go on, They have tranf 
greffed my Covenant, and broken my Law j whence I gather plainly, 

That the Government by Judges, together with their entrance into 
their places, it was pare of the Law of God; God djd ordain and ap¬ 
point that the Government fhould be by Judges; and that God would 
have that priviltdg, that prehemincncy therein, that he would be con¬ 
futed withall, who fhould be the man that fhould be principal Gover¬ 
nor; that is to fay, God, and not the people (without the exprefs 
counfel of God known) fhould appoint the man, and name the perfon • 
and the erring from this here God calleth the tranfgreffon of his Law, 
and the breach of his Covenant : That this is the very true minde of 

God, (I beleeve) the very words in the Text, and their application by 
God himfelf, do naturally and plainly hold out fo much. 

Butfecondly, I gather this to be the meaning here, confidering the 
prefidents preferred and praflifed by God himfelf; God mediately 

appointed Mofes, Jofhua, Gideon, Samuel, and fome others: This 
fheweth, that God did ordain and inftitute pot onely the form of Go¬ 
vernment by Judges, but alfo God did himfelf immediately appoint the 
perfons; in which nomination we may obferve, That God did not ap¬ 
point fin thefe firft, and purefl, and uncorrupted times) that Govern¬ 
ment fhould go by Succeflion,from Father to theeldeA Son; Mofes 
had children, and other of the Judges had children, yet God in his wif- 
dom faw it to be moft for his glory, and for the peoples good, that the 
principal Government fhould not be continued by defeent: This plain¬ 
ly appearcth by thoft prefidents in which God himfelf did the moft im¬ 
mediately appear in, and the moft immediately appoint: Afterwards, 

in more corrupted times, the people chofe by defeent, but this proved 

not to be compared with that way which God in his heavenly wifdom 

did 
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did appoint in the firft, and in the pureft and beft Times. 

I fhould further note divers things here, as their cafting God off, their 
punifhmenrs being the fruits the people reaped ; but I forbear, and 
proceed ; The Lord faith, Dent.4. Verf. 2. to p. That God had taught 
them Ordinances, therefore keep them,faith God: What Nation is 
fo great that hath Laws Jo righteous as all this Law? Take heed to 
thyfelf, and keep thy Soul diligently, thou and thy fons , and thy font 
Jons ; Ye Jb.iH put nothing to the Word that I command you , neither 

0,atiyou take ought then from : This people they were well difclplined 
“by God, & they had the prefence of God fo neer to them, and God was 

fo tender over them, asappeareth Dent. 32.10. Cjod led him about , 


be kept him as the apple *f 


Verf. 11. As an- 


(lirrethnp htrneji, futtereth over her birds, ft 


her Wings, taketh thtm and 


O 

ft range god With him 


Thus did God neerly fhew the people his glorious majefty, his power, 
his wifdom, his Truth, his grace, goodnefs, bounty, mercy, his un- 
changeablcnefs: When weconfiderof it, we may fay with the Pro¬ 
phet^ Jfaiah, Oh that We had harkened to CJods Commandments, then 
fhould our profperity have been lik,e the floods, and like to the mighty 

Waters : But alafs, this people grew to be full, they were at cafe, they 
Were wanton, which God noted, Vent, 32.15. He that pjould have 
been upriobt, when he Waxed fat , Jpnrned With his heels ; that is^ he 
efteemed thefe precious mercies to be of little value: Therefore God 


feeing this, faith, Dtrtteronomj 32. Verf. 15. 


fat 


art laden with fatnefs, thou Art grofs ; therefore heforfook God that 
made him,and regarded not the frong God of his Salvation : God be- 
ins moft infinitely wife, he knoweth which way is bell to remedy 
this diftemper, namely, thefe furfets in profperity; This therefore 
God telleth the people, admonilhing them m the times of theic 
profperity to take heed to Gods Commandments, and not to 

tutri any way afide to the right or left hand, nor to M «* 


diminifh: But obferve „ -, ----- r , . n » 

would not be convinced that the wifdom of. God was belt and 

fafefl for them: God had himfelf immediately prafcribed both 


this 


would not harken 


the form of Government and the perfons; yet 
•fared the GOVERNMENT by K I N < 


HEATHENS round about 


It 


of which the 


laid to them, Ye flail net follow their Manners 


people pre* 
fuch as the 
[,0 RD had 

(fuftoms,) 

before 
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before the Government by Judges ; aneftherefore the Prophet 


that fuch things would befall them by hav 


they would not harken to God, to the Prophet ; Therefore the Lord 
fore-feeing and knowing what would follow, he admonifhed them • 
they will not now be perfwaded ; Take heed, for it is no light matter 
for hereafter Joh frail cry out by reafon of your afflictions, but / will 
not hear you ; that is to fay, youjhall feel this breach of my Law and 
Covenant, Kings/hall be your Opprejfors, they Will fly mylPriefts 

fet up Idolatry, force you to idolatry ; they will worftAp the hoaff of 
Heaven, they Will fid the flreets of JerufalemWith blood ; they Will 
be the caufes that my anger pj all be kindled again ft you; they (hall be 
the caufes that I Will bring an Enemy upon you, and deliver you into 

captivity: Hoffa 8 . Therefore, faith the Lord, the Enemy (ball pur- 
Jue you- that is to fay, he (ball prevail again ft you: This (ball come 
to pafs, becaufe you have broken my Law , and tranfgr e/fed my Cove¬ 
nant j you have fet up Kings, but not by me; and Princes,but / knew 
»t not j as if God fliould fay, I did not acknowkdg the way of Kincs 

I knew it not,&C. and yet pots repent not, you return not tome,&c. 


Kings, but 


Samuel faithfully and plainly fore- told this, i Sam. lou ftsall cry out 

by reafth of jour afflictions at that day, but 1 will not hear you ; you 

have chofen a form of Government by Kings, and Kings you (hall have; 

Thffilheweth, That the matter of Governors and Government is no 
^ght matter in (Jods eftimation ; we may make as light a matter of It 
as wc will, but God knoweth that Kings Will afflict us, and oppreft us 

Kmgt toUl dr, w m Idolatry, thy *,U c*uf t ,h, fi,r Ce ,'c 

the Lord to breaks out againft us. J 

Corifider of ir, wc have had the experience of above two thoa&nd 
yeas, what the fruits of Kings have been;' fea<ch diligently the Re- 

cords ot the facred Scriptures (from Samuel his dme to this prefent 

day) and the Reconds of all agesj How often have the people been 
tofted to and fro m iicligjoo, in War, in bloodied, under the Goveru- 

the Father of one Religion* the Son of another? How 
much War and contention hath there been for to obtain Ciawns and 
Kmoioms ? Confidcr of it; Was ic fo under ^Government by 

prcfaibed by God ? Did they perfwude the people to ldolL 
try l Oropmcanly, did they npcftonf time to time peifwade the pro- 
fie to the true tVor/hip if god ?>■ Which of the fudges, did ftriVe for 
the ^fverniment t But coreririly, the very firft of the Kings did fhed 
much Wood , haying cn airing mind to obtain the Gown, &c. 

Search 


Thai Peace add Truth may meet together. to j 

Search the Book of the Judges, concerning Abimtlech and hia 

fruits. 

Country-men, beloved, Confider of it j. I am perfwaded, That if 
fuch experiences, fuch admonitions, fuch warning, as God hath given 
us,('recoidedinthed'er/>/#rfx;andfromour own, and other Nati¬ 
ons, if thefe will not prevail; though Abraham fhould fend one to us 
from the dead, it would not prevail: One admonition more I defire we 
may remember ; God faith to Ifracl, They were full and fat, they 

would not ferve the Lord in their own Land, in the abundance of all 
things | they would not obferve Gods Law and Covenant without ad¬ 
dition or diminution, they would follow their own inventions; There¬ 
fore faith the Lord, they/hould ferve their Enemies in hunger, cold, 
and nakedneft, in the Want of all things, and in a ft range Land. 

Confider (dearly beloved) That from the excellency of Government 
doth ari/e the happinefs and bltffednefs of the Saints in t he Kingdom of 
Heaven .* I pray you therefore let us fet a high price upon Government, 
Let US proceed warily in matter of Government * let US enquire of God, 
lftus follow the pureft, the moft clear and evident Prefidents and pre- 
feriptions, without turning to the right or left hand; let us enquire for 
the old and good ways, preferibed, owned, and bleflfed by God him- 
felf; againft this there can be no juft exception: And ic may be God 
will fee and regard us, and remember the riches of his own companion, 
of his own precious promifes, lfai.\,i6. Cjod Will reft ore (which ar- 
gueth they then were not in being) Judges as at the firft, and Coun. 
Jellors as at the beginning, then /hall we be called a City of Righteouf- 
nefs, a faithful City. 

I might multiply Teftimonies, the Scripture is obviotis and copious 
but time bids me forbear; Therefore I go on to confider a little more 
particularly Kiues, concerning whom the moft highand wife God did 
both fee and know what and when the firft King fliould be, and how 
long the continuance of the Government of Kings fhould continue, and 
when their Kingdoms fhould be finifhed; of this I doubt not, now 
the end of Kings and all other affli&ions work together for the glory of 
God.andthegoodof Gods Eled: and I doubt not but that God 
would ufe fome Kings as inftruments, in fome particulars, to be helpful 
to his Church and People. 

ObjeCt. Some (and too many) ufe this as an argument. That Kings 

Were good for Gods Church and People • for, fay they, did not God make 
Promifes to Kings of good things f and Were not fome Kings good in- 

fir aments 










' Endeavours tinting at thegloryof God, 

ft turn ents in fome things to promote Gods glory l Did not Solomon 
build a Temple to the name of the Lord f &c. 

4 nft One infhnce confuler, Adam our gxeit Grandfather, after he 
had broken Gods Commandment, and eaten th t for bidden fruit, after 
this, and prefently upon the occafion of what came to pafs by reafon of 
his tranfgreflion, Cod out of his bounty and goodnefs Ciaketh a Pro- 
mife of great worth to Adam and to his pofterity, namely. That the 
feed of the yeoman Jhould break, the ferpents head : Confidcr now, 
would it be fafe or found arguing to argue thus ? Adam did well, be- 
caufc God in mercy gave him a precious promife f No verily j Or 
would it be fafe to fay, That We,fome of his pofterity, may follow his 
Reps in finning , becaufe that he obtained a precious promife ? No veri¬ 
ly ; becaufe we are firft to have refpeft to Gods Covenant , to his Law,. 
And alfo we are to confider, That the roor from whence this promife 
fprung, was not from, or becaufe God was pleafed with (or approved 

of ) Adams tranfgreflion j but the Promife fprung out of Gods abun¬ 
dant and rich mercy, and free grace* 

From the premifed refpedsand confiderations I gather and conclude 
That thole graciouspromifes, oratts, wherein God ufed Kings asin- 

ftruments or adors in fomc good things , thefe do neither approve of 
the. Government by Kings, nor do they prove that the tnftitsstion of 
Kings was approved by God; and muchlefs do they prove, That the 
Government by Kings W'as of equal goodntfs With the Government by ' 
fudges j in which the Word of Goa is plain and evident, That God 
prefcrib(d,owned, and bit fed the Government by Judges; And COH- 

trarily the Word of God is plain, evident, and copious, That God did 

not si/low of the Government by Kings , but did exprejly difapprove of 

that form of Government by Kings ; and to this wc may add the ex¬ 
perience of the fruits of Kings to this very day, 

Ob jell. Some do ufe this argument to ilrengthen the continuance of 

Kings, namely, That God did fore-tell that Kings fbouldbe,and fomc 
Kings God did himfelf appoint, 

Anf God did fore-tell that IJrael would kick with their feet and 

flight his Commandments j God did fore-tell that the people would 
reap bitter fruits from Kings: This doth not (hew, that God did allow 
or approve either of the one, or of the other. 

God did appoint fome Kings immediately, fliewing, that in this way, 

“ the people had kept clofe to god, and have gone no further backward 
from his Rules and Directions, then itfliould have been better and fafec 

for 
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f 

loy 


for the People * it was> too much to alter the forme preferred by 
God, but it was an addition to and aggravation of tlvsfinne, when 
they flighted God and did not enquire of God, who fhould* be the 
min that ftiould be their King, from time to time. When ihev 


- -and made him King whom the Lord did chufe, 

(it may be noted that )God chofe Saul immediately by /0t,wherin we 
may note that althossgh God Were angry , yet hee tookc thus much 
care for the People, that God let Saul ( rightfully ) raigne no longer 
as Ktng ,but fo long as bee walked in Gods rvajcs t and dur.ng that 
tinie (JoJ gave Saul fome portion of his good Spirit } orafpirit 
which made hitn futable in fome proportion to govern his People • 

asappeareth. 1 Sam.io.fi. God gave Saul another heart*, and all 
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appeareth 


futable 


thofe tokens came topaffe, &c. And when JW departed from G 

and forfooke his Law, wee may note that god re jelled him f 


being King 


Thou haft caft aWay the Word of the 


Lord , and the Lord hath caft aWay thee that those {halt not be King 
overjfratl . Ver.i8. Then Samulfaid unto him ,the Lord hath rent 

the Ktngdome of Jfratl, from thee this day . And note now, that 

when Saul was depofed , Chap. 1 6 . 14. The Spirit of.the Lord 

departed from Saul, and an evill fpirit fent of the Lord vexed 
him . 

0 

Wee may note, that becaufe the people made DavidKhg a man 
Chofen by i>od , ( and not by the peoples rafh proceedings V that 

f ri/i CT\ _• J I • ^ I / / i rT I • i 1 . D / 


God gave to David hit good and blejfed Sp 


I Sam, id. 13, Then 


Samuel tooke an home of Oile and anointed him (Davids in the mid¬ 
dell of his Brethren : and the fir it of the Lord came upon David 
from that day firward : here we may note that it is no vaine thin? 


that God [honld appoint our govern 
tafle of the difference between Kings 


t 


vr us , Gcd let the people 

fudges,h\ that Salomon fet 


yet it did not extend fo far, not by very much, 


upon the people , 

afterwards the 


People tilt under th c government of other Kings ^ which were fet up 

rafhly by the people, without fuch an immediate call, (and for 
ought I know,)not being anointed with Oilejby any true r jProphet of 

God. 1 J 

This I note the rather, becaufe I have refpe& to God his expreffe 
Command and Dire&ion ( which was never reverfed to this Vtry 
Dayjrecorded, Deut. 17.14. where God (mhifthou fbaltfayj Will 
fet a King over mte like at all the Nationt that are about met. 


P 


Vcr.15. 










» 

led JFndsuvorj, aiming the glory gffSod, 

Ver«/ ^,Tou fa alt make him King ever thee, Whom the Lord thy God 
fh ill (bn fa, 

I lliallonly at the prefent obferve thefe tyvo,notes from this place, 

full that god doth not hereby either command, or allow that the 
People fhoutdfat pep a government by Kings j tor the Lord faith, if 
thoh /bait fay l Well fat a King ovtrmee , this came to pa{Te in the 
Dayes of Samuel. Then the people they would have a King , the 

People here did not inqui e of Grd, firll now it doth nocfollowi 
that becaufe tie People Laid wee Will have a King, that therefore 
God doth either approve or allow of thit matter, but the aired con¬ 
trary appearcth, i d'4«r.8.in moll eminent manner* 

But fecondly, l do obferve that God faith thou /baft ('if thou wile 
wilfull a;U lave a King,yet )th»ufbalt make him King whom the 
Lord thy God fhal chufa jhere I put a reall difference between a King ‘ 
or governor being chofen by God immediately, and betweene the 
choife that the People make, / puryofe if God will to (peak more of 
this in place afterwards. 

But this Rule alfo the People foone forfooke, namely they made 

thtmfelvct Kings of their oWne chafing, wherein ( / conceive j they 

did not inquire of God, Who fhoutd bethemm, therefore the Lord 

faith they had Princes and het knew it not j that is to fay , they did 

not iccording to the Rule inquire of God, who frouldb* Kin?, Thus 
much to (hew, that it Was better With the people When they eyed 

God, audkfpt cloft to the Rule (when god choje the per fan) then it 
was When they fell more fouly at afterWards they did j but this ftill 

doth not prove that God did infiitute that for.me of government by 
Kings, or much lefle that this forme of government Was at good, 
and at well approved of by god , or fo bit (fed, at the government by 
Judges. 

But to go on to fpeake more pundually, or more particularly to 
the being of Kings i I fhall endeavour (according to the meafnre of 

grace received j to (peak of them in true proportion., as God hath 
Igjoken of them in the holy and facred Scriptures, 

The firft King that / node recorded was Abimelccft, hedges p it 
is noted that this Man was no tawfull governor appointed by God ; 

but one that ufurped the Kingdoms, becaufe he entrtd not by and ac¬ 
cording to the true way, Wherein and whereby, God had prefart bed ; 

which I believe was principally ioregtrd that the people did not 
W<{\i\iSQiGQd,who[koHidgovern them tbuc contrariiy the People 

chofe 
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chofe him out of, or for ftnifl er reft eft, becaufe of affinity, kindred, 
and alfo, becaufe hee entered by force; wee may fee what is re* 
corded fudges^. By rids mans government there were very fad 
events, or fruits that followed or fpfrung, for he was the o:ca(ton of 
much evill and bloodfbed ; this ferveth to warne us to take heed that 
we fnquire-of God Who fhall govern us , and that we do follow the 
mod cleare and evident Rules and Prefidents, preferibed and re* 
corded in the facred Scriptures the fure Rules of Truth: our Saviour 
teacheth that the true Shepherd enterrtb at the true doore, that is, ac¬ 
cording to the revealed will of God. And on the contrary thofe 
Wolves and Foxes, do enter in at the window , that is(as / conceive ) 
by fome way that God hath not preferibed, as by friends out of by* 

refpttts, or by Frauds, Force, Metty, Beauty, Ptrfonage,Eloquence, 

or fuch likejall of them not in fuch away as is preferibed in the moft 

unerring Rules of Truth, 

After him arofe Saul to be King, concerning his perfon, he was 
truly and rightfully called , being chofen by God, but concerning 

the forme of government by Kings ; this was the Teoples invention, 

in imitation of the Heathen Nations, asappearech, i Sam. 8.5. The 
people Laid make us a King to judge us like alt Nations : from this 

place I obfcxVC that it woe not the Peoples demand to have this, or 
that man in particular to be their King • but they defire onely to have 

4 King, By which it appearcth thac this finne lay , not in regard 

of the perfon , but it was in refpeft to the forme of government ; be¬ 
fore they were governed by ludget , which Forme ofgovermnent 
God did immediately preferibe and owne it, and bleflTe it; but this 
Forme of government by Kings the people they did invent it, in imi¬ 
tation of the Nations round about; concerning thofe Nations God 
had exprefly faid, that they fhould not follow the manners and cufoams 

of the Nations, 

But fecondly, againfl this way of government by Kings God 
doth (I belicve)cxprefly,evidently, and eminently oppofe himfelf, 

in thefe particulars : 

Firft God faith;, that ( by this meanes or way that the people 

here lulled after ) they had cafo off God from being thetr King, or 
reigning over them. Which is exprdfed, 1 Sam,2,y, They have not 
cafo thee away, but they have cafo mee aWay , that I fbouldnot reigne 

over them; this (7 conceive,) is plainly implied, and exprefled, thac 

the greatneffe of their finne lay in regard of the forme, and not in 

P a regard 
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ic%otdolthcperfo» t at if God fliould have (aid , they have not fo- 

much finned in defiring another Governor , ( although I believe this 

alfo was their finne) but they now have rejected the forme of govern* 
mtnt by me immediately preferred. 

. Further God oppofeth this forme of Government by Kings, 
immediately in fliewing the People the great evils that they fliould 
reape, by Kirfgs, noted, I Sam.8, From Ver.9. to Ver.ip. King* 

wiUtay your Sonnet , and year Daughter! from yon, and Will <*p~ 
point them to ferve themfelyet. ( This C iod doth not fay was la w<uli 

for Kings to doe ) for Gods Law was exprefle to the contrary, 

exod.li. a |, Moreover thou (halt not do injury to a (Iranotr. Nel» 
therdid Gods Lawes permit that they fliould wrong any man * and 
Samuel ufeth that as a ftrong argument to convince them of their- 

CVill namely,in thefe words, I Sam. 12 3. Beheld here } am, be arc, 
record before the Lord of met, Whofe Ox have I taken, or \\>hofe Me, 
have I taken, or Whom have I done wrong unto , or whom have l 
hurt fVcr.^. Then the People faid then hall done He no Wrong, nor 
haft hurt w, neither hafl thou taken any thing of any Man t hand. 

Hereby appearcch the Peoples great evill and ingratitude , and their 

Mnri Vf t f 0M M e in forfaking that government , with which they 
could find no fault. Further this (hewed that Kingt would prove 
great eytllt, becaufe they Would be great Wronger!,and great oppref - 

!°y> bec * H f*[hey Would take bj violence their choifefl comfort! from, 

n,Pj f ; . And further this fhewd, that Kings Would rule by th, 
Rules of their oWne Witte, fin our dayes called their prerogative!) 
this is (hewed in thefe expreflions , Kings will take thefe and thefe 
thing! from you, but this they ought not to do, for herein Samuel 
ine weth his integrity : we may obferve that the LaWof God ought 
to be the guide, the Rule, and the bounds, to all men high and low, 

to Kmg and People, thisis evident, Deut.1y.16xo 1®. There God 

laith , that the King (houldhave the Bookt of the LaWand that hee 

J- ould re.de there!. all ,he d.,e, ,f hi, life , that hee m.y U.r.e „ 
.! the Lord ha God: and to keepe all the Words of this Law, and 
t»'fe Ordinances to do them: that his heart be not lifted up above h:s 

Brethren , and that hee turne not to the right hand, or to the left 
trS C f Fr0in hence we ma F fce that the King is not to do What . 

hte hfteth : buc he is as exprefly commanded to obferve and do the 
Law, as any other man, yea and fn fame fort more, becaufe 

his example is more.prevalent to draw .others, either togoodor 

cylil < Buc 


That React And Truth may meet together. 1 09 

But further wee may here note the difference bet weene Kin^s 
and fudges } the Kings they will do thus and thus, they will breakc 
the bounds fet unto them, but the Judges were humble meeke men, 
this God knew when hee put in that claufe ( fo ntarely linked to 
the observation of his Law ) namely, that his heart be not lifted up 
above his 'Brethren ; experience hath taught us much of this (could 
we be warned ) That Kings their hearts mil be lifted Up. Obferve 
I pray you, the Iudges they acknowledged the People to be thiir 
Brethren, blit Kings they fay their blood and their difetnt is more 
Royal /.more llluftruous, more Excellent, then thofe they call the ba - 
fer fort, and the more ignoble. 

It is to be noted that in the firft and pureft times, thofe men that 
were truly godly,truly virtuous, thofe men that weremoft precize, 
that were the moft obfervant of the Law ot God. Thofe men then 
were accounted to be the moll noble, and fo we finde they were 
in Godt efteeme (for wee finde Mofes taken from keeping the fheepe. 
And Gideon from threfbing , and David from the Sbeepc- fold , and 
made Rulers of the People. ’But the World is now turned upfide- 
downe, for what do fome men now applaud and worfhip but the 
Blood Royal/ , and Noble Blood ! we have men now, that vc truly 
noble and eminent for Piety, that fway the government of the 
Common-Wealth ■, but what is the tumult ? They fay they cannot fee 
their Nobility. (J would fpcake foberly and forbearingly, ) con- 
fider warily and truly, is it not becaufe the God of this World hath 

blinded the eyes of many men ? 

But let us further note that this King Saul, or a King, or the 
Government by Kings, would not onely deprive the ‘People of their 
Sonnes and Daughters , but alfo Kings would take their feede and 
their Vinyards, 1 Sam.8.1 5 . Their Meu-fervants and their A/aide- 
fervants , and the chiefe of your yong men , and your Affcs, n .»<d 
Sheepe : andyee (hall be his fervants ; Note I pray yon, that this 
People had g/eat liberty and freedome under the government by 
Iudges ( cot^d they have improved thefe with thankfull and con¬ 
tented hearts) but they would re/eft and flight thefe mercies, ihcy 
Would be governed by Ktngi, under which Government they fliould 
endure many affliftions, bat when it commcth to this height, that 

they themfclves(hould be fervants, then they begin to be more fen* 
fible.then they cry out,but faith £<^,Ver.i 8, The Lord will not hear 

you in the day,and time of thefe affliflions^ 


By 
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By this evident admonition it thinly appeared that < 7 */oppofed 

in threading manner, this government by Xiugt, for note that the 

cauie here was not fo much about the per fan to be made Kin*, but 
It was about the forme of government by Ki Note furthe^ how 
Sctmutl humbly andpatiently doth argue the ciufe with the People 
Chap.i *vtr 7 to, 3 . where Samuel y uttech the People in minde 

h i n0t - ,n J Wlm i ng 10 thcm ?- but from *»>* “> time had 
God proteftcd^uidtd and bleflcd to them, and made them Saviours 

f and npt opprefforj nor defiroyers) to them } (onerimes ( for thei* 

imnes, and to prove them whether they would cleave to GW, and 
to foew them the benefit that it was to have God to appoint rood 
governors, and for other ends which God knew to be foV his dory 

and their good) God did leave them without chiefs Indies and 
then we fee the People they run into many by-paths, andfinfull 

conrfes, and then God filtered them fo feele affliaious by enemies • 

vonrof God, andcryedto God to helps t hem , God never failed 1 st 
anffeereth their petitions ; pore in what manner God anCwerxl them 

tt feoX *'' ’ VVhkK °° d l ° * 

1 rem thisexpoftulation of Samuel, we may obforvethat Godbi 
mZh rTV tk rj 7>,c ^ e / 4r *•"»• cfgovemmeJt 

And the People could not deny the truth of this; but fun her note 

y oJ / ,h ‘ et,d th * t pofiertty to come might evidert'y fee hisdif- 

government by Iudgct t and in/lead thereof had Wilfully and obfiinatJy 
Mtred a government by Kings , Therefore the Lord rtieweth the 
People by an euiinent and wonderfull way excreted chus • i Sam 
l ?* I 7* 7 W/M call unto the Lord and he (hall fend Thunder and BaZ 

thatyee may perceive and fee hoW that your mchdneffe U ere at, which 

f" have done t» the fight of the Lord, in atlfinr you a Kino Ver r8 

Tffifii 7;:LL h zX! M *" w,yfw * * 

Concerning this King we have occafion to note, that Gods Pre- 
fence did remove now and(land at a further difiance then before, God 

did 
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did not wholy depart from them, but remembering the multitude 
of his mercies, he did dill favour the People, but as the Tabernacle, 
for the finnes of the People was removed out of the Hoft, Exod.33. 

7.8. ( Yet not wholy out of their light ) fo here God removed his 

gracious prefence further off from the People. 

The next King w ts David , who was a good and vertuous King, 
God would not aliliff the People fo much that they (hi uld have 
bo good Kings.DaW/ blemifhes I forbear .though fome blemifhes 
he had,fuch as ( 1 believe ) were not to be found amrngft the ludges, 
that were immediately appointed by God to their place after luc- 
cceded Solomon, how far he declined from the ftraighc Rukstof Gods 

revealed Will, are to be fr und recorded in the Boofe of Kings, 
Rehoboam Reigned, he had l$,Wives and threescore (f 1 oncubinet, 
and defired many Wives, 1 Cro 11,1123. He forfooly the LaW of the 
Lord , and all lfrael With him, for Which caufe Shi/haci ^ came up a m 
gainfl Jerufalcm , and tooke the firong (fitiet, which Were of luda : 

The Teople Were made fervants to Shifhack* 2 Cro.n.I.to p. Fur¬ 
ther he did eviU and prepared not his heart to fee be the Lord, Ver. 14. 
esdhijam reigneth, he Walked in all the fines which his Father had 
done before him, and hie heart Woe not perfcbl with the Lord, I King, 

1 y. 3, Afa reigned he did that Which Wat right in the eyes of the Lord, 
he put down his Mother, becaufe (be had an Idoll in a rjrove, 1 King. 
iy. Nadab reigned , he did evill in the fight of the Lord , and made 
lfraelfinne. i King. 15.2 6, 3 aafhaw reigneth, he did evill in the fight 
of the Lord , and caufed lfrael to finne, I King. 1 6. Elah he reigned, 
did evill, being drunke wat jlaine. 1 King.id* Omri reigneth he did 
evill in the fight of the Lord, Worfetben all that were before him. 

1 King. l6.Zimri.reigneth Wat burnt. 1 King,i6.l8.ft/^<*£ the fome 
of Omri reigneth and did worfe then all before him. 1 King. 16.3-. 
Abaziab reigneth, he did evill,he fought helve of Baallubub,the God 
ofEcron. l K \ng.uJehoram reigneth , he did evill in the fight of the 
Lord. 1 Kin. 3.1. Iehofaphat reigneth, he did that Which wot right in 
the eyes of the Lord* l Kings, loram reigneth, he did evil!, 2 Kin.8. 
p. Jehoram fonne of iehofaphat reigneth, he did evil/. 9 Kin 8.17. 
Jehu reigneth, he regarded not to walks in the LaW of the Lord God. 

2 Ki.10.3 r. He is an occafion to caufe lfrael to fin , & therefore they are 
fmitten in all the Coafis of Ifrael.Ver.13. Athalia reigneth, did evill 
it flaine. 1 Ki.iu 3:6. Iehoafh reigneth, he did good in the Eyes ef the 
Lord during the time tbePrieft taught him* 2 Ki.ll. 2. But the high 
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^.V'r't^T Vcr \ u /,iu< W» -/a, 

■v,ll,n the fight of the Lord t W caufeth Ifi-dl eobe 
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fir h El ion of the People Was ft 
men, and .0 Charrets , an 
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nemtet, a AG.13.2,,3. The Be* 
that there Woe left but 50 Hof ft > 
Footemen , they ^re destroyed 


and made like Dull beaten topoWder. z Ki.iX 6 n feh^n. r ' r 
Uhoaafb reigneth, he didevill in the f.ght ohheLord fi ° f 
leroboam reigiufh, he didevill in the fight of the Lord ^kWa’"' 

«•. *jns?Lt± e v.‘. °M‘ tMX't 


lik£ T)avtd, 


'f*-, Jitriab reigneth, did uprightly 


Ejes of the Lord, bat they burnt Incen^he bbhZT” 7 VT 

Urdfmote the Kin ? , And beewne a Leper t. the £W hi, ^'7 

lerd, . Ki.iySf. shAlhem f ei gneth "ispim, 


Ki.iyit.The P eople CArried a*aj cAptive. 



acts , in 


34*37 


h.'DAr,,, ,be Lord fen, enemies upon the feop 'e ,tf ?" 

».?. Thejeopt. be[,e i ed,.nd cnrried eop,ive"%„ s l‘ J'-‘J- 
kept notuodtcommnndt diligent !,.. j 7 . HeuchUh rcijncifi, Ilf did 


hefeged,Attd cnrried cdptive. \lt.6. Becnnf, 


kept no, God, commnndt dilieent , „ h'.I-l , Me ““1 

corner to corner reith inn,cent blood, 2 Kilx J’Zdh’eZ fi 'rZ 
He did npright/y ^tntheffhfoftbe If fit, ft fbT't’ 

Son ft* n^inn^ii l- j* j ..... t .... iV/ * 22 » 2 # Itboabaz, hts 


teigneth 


'ode fight 
tribute* 


Ioftah He reigneth, 

12*2. Iehoahaz his 
• * Ar1.23.32 . The 
» ^r. 3 \ .leho\uchin 
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Sonne, He r„ e n«h, Ho didntneb evill i Ki. 7 rh.TeZi 
reigneth, and He hid or,ill iJ.u n.L. . L\ V } ah He 


H 
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well to be confided of.tfeat amon 3 a all ,h, l.dge, of //,„/, 
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fthat came into their places according to Gods inflitution ) there 
was not cne man of !(hem (that I know of ) that was taken away 

by the Sword of the enemy , nor by treachery flaine by their nvne 
People, nor came to any untimely Death ( fave one man ) and that 
was not for prafticall evill of himfelfe, but forfuffering finne to 
go without due punillrment, in his children. But, contrarily they 
are noted much for HumilituSinctritjy and Piety,* Certainly, the 
Spirit of God doth wifely delcribe Governor!, for our learning, had 
wc but hearts wifely and diligently to obferve them; But note 
contrarily that amongftr^ A rings, how many!were taken away by 
untimely Deaths , fome by Gods command fliine, fome by the 
. SWord of the enemy, fome carried captive, and the greater part mine 
by the people j and the moll of them are noted to bee notorious 
finners* 1 (hall rehearfe fome of them , although I believe not 
all 

The firft fruits of their King Abimelecke , Iudg.^.6.$}. The next was 
Saul t (laine.was hi soWne Executioner, 1 ^w.31.4. Nadab flaine by 
one of his oWn people ,i Ki. 15.27. El ah flaine in like manner ,1 Ki. 1 6* 
p. And of Baa/ha his predeceflors progeny, God faith. 1 AG. 16.4. he 
that dieth of BaaQia his fiockjn the C it), him fhall the Dogs cate , and 
he that dieth in the field the EoWles. After him Zimri purfued by the 
People, burneth himfelfe, 1 Ki.16.1S. f eh or am flam by his own people. 
zKi.<y. Aba^iah fhine in like manner. 2 Ki, 9.27. lefabell flaine, 

2 AT».p. A hah flaine,his posterity flaine, 2 Ki.io.6. by the £ Iders of his 
own people, Vcr.7. Athalia flaine by her own people. 2 Ki.n.z, 16. 
lehoajb flaine by his o\\'* fervants.i Ki.n. 20. Shallum flaine by. his 
own people,! AG.i 5.10.12. flaine by his own people.! Ki. 1% 

25. Pek.ah flaine by his oWnepeople, z Ki. 15.30. Amon flaine by his 

oWn people.2 Ki.n.zy. 

1 know not any one of thefe , but that they are noted to be noto¬ 
rious fnners , I doe let pafle fome others flaine,and carried captives, 
only thefe briefly ( as the fhortnefle of time will permit ) the Lord 
give us hearts to undcrfl and the meaning of the bleffed fpirit of God 
•right. Note here that ( 7 od in his righteous ludgementt luffered,and 
appointed Kings to be punifhed on earth, ^od did not let them 
alone to be punifhed in another Wotld v 

I do believe that all thefe were not to be approved in the infl ru» 
ments and manner of their (laughters; but fome of them are ap¬ 
proved , and all of them arc noted to bee taken away by Gods 

A. riihteom 
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rifhtoou) judgement r,for the b'eachof his Z*#/ and Commandment*. 
Now let 'he fincere godly hearted impartially compare this govern. 

went by Kings, with that government by judges fm which I pray 6’od 
todireft you aright. 

Thu? have I endeavoured to prefent to our view the Kings that 
reigned over ludah and Ifrael % the Lord give us underftandi;»g 

to confider what bitter fruits the People reaped by changing their 

forme of Government, I (hall onely in this matter confider 
that ( doubtlefTe)thefe Kings many of them or others in their room 
would hue beene much better, had the People kepcclofer to-the 
Rules prefcribeJ, and from time to time enquired of God, wiu> 
fhould have ba ne the man that fhould have governed thnn • for 
we may note that although Cod promfed David , that feme of fox 
pofterity fhould govtrnc j yet they ought to have made him King 
whom the Lord fhould cbuie,Dcm I /.But wemay note that Gcddid 
fo withdraw.his^W Spirit from the people, that I renumber not 
that it is recorded from Solomons time and after, that the People 
did ever folemnly enquire counfdl of < 7 od, Who fhould governe 
thorn. I doe believe that if the people had folemndy and ferioufly 
fought to God in this matter , (Tod would have provided Come of 
Davids poflerity from time to time, and fo have blelkd and guided 
them by h>. good Spirit , that they fhould have beene much better 
then they were $ but 1 doe believe tyod fuffered them to fvverve, 
rhat we by i heir examples might learnt* wifdome, Whatfoever woo 

Written before time wot Written for oar learning. 

Having thus far proceeded in lay ing downe, ordeferibing the 

or Foundation . whetefore or whereupon J endeavour* in the 
pare and love of the gnat and mofl high God acc irdtng to the me a Jure 
of Grace received ) todefcribe luch a government,governors % to- 
gethir with their entrancet and authority , as God hath preferibed, 
owned and blefled ; in all which r doe confider, that from the 
time of the Prophet Samuel to this day, there hath beene fo great 

a [n erving (and declining, from that firft mod pure,and clcare Fotsn - 
tame, from thofe mod ftraight, wholefomc, and good Ruhr, Pre- 
. ce P‘* > a nd Commandments , deferibed by that mod high and onely 
Wife God ; therefore I pray you blame mee not if 1 decline from 
humane authorities, in all this defcription, 1 defire to enquire for 
the old and good wayts of our good God. And f confider that Gods 

Wayes, (h)s good Will and PleafureJ 'is molt certainely ( molt 

wifely 


That Peace andTrsttb may meet together, i r y 

wifely,mod apparently ) made knowne in tie Scriptures wiitten 
by the Prophets and ^Apoftles , men that molt truly and faithfully 
made knowne cods good Will and Pleafure ( without mixture of 
their owne or other mens inventions.) Therefore I dull molt 
chiefly and only in compaiifon, alledge the authority of the Strip - 
tures s ard the rather becaufe I confider that as theinterpofition of 
the Earth, between the Sun and Moone, daikneth that light ( and 
maketh an Eclipfe ) whereby we are hindered from the more ap¬ 
parent aid clear light and benefit, tint other wife we might receive; 
io I feare it would come to pafle, if l fhould follow other inventi¬ 
ons ; 1 am fare that in this way the true light is molt unerring. I 
(hall next endeavour to Ihew what encouragement I finde recorded 
in the fucred Scripture , that do ftrengthen or encourage me tube* 

\k\C; That God now in thefe latter Dayes and Times , Will re {lore 
and rtferme government, fo that We (hall have Judges as at-the fir ft, 
and counfcllers at at tht beginning : and then wee (hall be called a 
(fit] of righteoufneffe a faithfnil City. I (hall begin to propound 

to conftdcration this Scripture, £fau i. 24. Thus faith the Lord 

of H*fte t the mighty one ef Ifrael , Ah 1 Will cafe me of mine adver- 
faries, and avenge met of mine en ntier. Ver. ay. Then Will / turne 

mine hand upon rfor, & burnt out thy drofe till it be pure , and take 
aWay all thy tintje. Ver. 26. And I WiU reft ore thy Judges at at the 

fi>ft, and thy connfeNtrs at at ihrbeginning, afterwards thou /halt be 
called a ('ity of righteouftrtjfe a faithfull City. 

From this place I Obfcrve, That corrupt Governors are the great 
hindtranccsof Reformation, becaufe the Church fliall then be a City 
of ri^hteoufneffe,When they haise judges at the fir ft. 

,St'Condly, 1 obferve, TkatfnchcdVpHpiGovirHors, and Govern¬ 
ment* God hath determined fhall be put diWne , this is exprelfed in 
thele Words , J will eafe me of my enemies and burnevut thy Droffe, 

thi*»is plainely implyed in thefe words, / will reftore thy Judges as 

at the firft, &c. 

Thirdly, / obferve that at this time when the Prophet Efay wrote 
this fentence or this precious promife, The government that then 
Wm in being ( which was a government by Kings ) was neither the 
ftrft government, nor the beft , or pure government ; but hereby 
noted to be a conupt government : If this were not the plaine and 
true meaning of thefe vyordsT believe, God wpuldnot have mide 
this to be the way and meanes, whereby the Church fhould become 

2L* (in 
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( in Gods t Aimation ) a City ofrighteoufnefe , and a faithfull City, 
and this appeartth if we do confider that the way how, and caufe why 
they Aioiild become a City of righteoufneflfe, was Becauft a better 

government (hould be to the Church and People of Qod,and that which 

then veAi in being fhould be defiroyed, but then the government was by 
Kings. J 

Fourthly, I obferve that this government Aiould be reformed, or 
regulated according to the firfi and pureA timts^nd by J udges, which 
being confidered ( I believe ) it plainely folioweth that from the time 
of Samuel to this day this prephefie hath not bin fulfilled and accom- 
pliAied; becaufe, there hath not from that time to this bin fucha Re¬ 
format ton, fuch 4 Government by ludges , as was in the frft and moll 

pure /iW/,inAituted,the moA immediately,by God himfdfjand is held 

out in thefewords. As at the fir (l, &c. 

Fifthly, I obferve that there is juA ground to hope and believe that 
fuch a Reformation God will workc, namely, that God. will red ore 


Endeavors aiming at the Qlory of God. 


a 


government (hould be to the Church and People of Qod 
then was in being /hould be defiroyed, but then the gov 

Kings. 


Judges as at the firfi. 

Sixthly ,1 bv litve there are good grounds from this place ('compared 
with the alls and great works* that, God is now Working , mi hath 
brought) to expeft, that this very time, is the time % tr the beginning 
the time God pointed out in this prephefie; Becaufe, that corrupt 
government by Kings is put downe, in fuch a way of burning and 
righteoufntfle, as hath not bin from that time to this day ( as Ibc- 
lieve ) and fuch an earneA feeking and Arong endeavours, as hath not 

bin ufuall, for to jet up and refiore a government by ludges as at the 

firfi; in which endeavours I cannot but acknowledge that i I believe,) 
it evidently appeareth. That, many men have afclltonately endeavored 
(with the hazard of their lives and ©Call their worldly comforts ) to 
obtainc a government , fuch as might be for the glory of God and ac¬ 
cording to his Will revealed, as at the firfi. 

Ob jt&.HoW commith it then to/safe that fin abounds fo much, and 


mp 

nd 


ckfdneffe is not more fupp 


J£ 


rlnf v. We are to confides that great workes are not alwayes finifii 


cJ , fo foon as they ar 
then ordinary to appear 


begi 

tiato 


that 


God may fuffer fome fins 


Die evil of them, and the danger of them, and by feeing them we may 
fee how, and where tliey may be rooted up: this government is yet in 

agitation not fully fettled.f aslconc^ivejtbey have many occafioqs.theic 
Enemicsnot wholy fubdued. 

We 


fee them, and fee 




That Peace and Truth may meet together. 1J7 

We mav obferve that in thofe times when God was about to work 
the greateu deliverances for his Church, Godworketh by contrariety 
fin mans apprehenfion, ) when Ifrael wasneareA to their deliverance 
out of zs£g/t , then cod let them tafie the moA bitterly of he yoke of 
their opprtlTion, although Mojts at the fame inAant was labouring for 
their deliverance. • 

Secondly,can we fee no reformation r’confider, that the Goff ell hath 

free liberty to be preached, many (Congregations are much reformed, 
and a free liberty for Reformation to others, Idolatry is fupprefed, 
the Minifiery and People are freed from thof e troubles in confidence, 
that formerly they Would have beent glad to have beetle eafied of, and 
further confider , that in thefe times there is much more light j many 
things(formerly obfeured and hid ) arc now appeared, and concerning 
thofe fins that are a juA caufe of griefe (I believe when government is 
fetltd ) they Will be driven a Way as chafe before the Windc ; and 
touching thole Burdens and Taxations, I believe they are our gover¬ 
nors grieft to impofe them, and I hope God will Aiew them a meanes 
to cafe them, and to take them away ; in the mean time let us feek God 
unfainedly,and God will anfwer us gracioufly. 

Thirdly, ler us confider which party (thofe that are for, or thofe 
that are againA this prefent government or Army ) be mob guilty of 
the fin, molt reigningjl Aiall fpeak fomething what my own experience 
reacheth, and fo far as my memory and opportunity hath received from 
other men. 

Thofe generally that Aand for the Army and Parliament are godly, 
or civill the moA of them, I know not one other wayes. 

Thofe that are againA them are many of them, fuch as I have heard 
my felf ( with much grief, that have bin fiwearersy moA notorioufly, 
and have fpoken of the fecrets of nature of Men and Women, in fuch 

a manner, as if they had never lived Where Gods Word had come to 

their knowledge , in fuch a manner as the very Indians ( that are civi¬ 
lized ) are aflumed of, or not accuAomed to j in fuch a manner, as 

That their mouthes are filledWithcurfing and bitternefie, defirullion 
and calamity are in their wayes, the way of r Peace they have not 
known e. 

i I leave them, and fpeak to fome other, I believe there may be many 
( fomejUcnpw ) of whom I am perfwaded I may fafely affirm, That 
they are the el ell of Qod , and yet neverchelefie through weakenefle 
(for fo I judge it to be j do not favour the Army and the prefent 

government 



n * £ *dtav6>nrs timing At the glory of God' 

iZ'ZZl' > 1 /r G »'fl' c * tl,1 ' m i" ft cailf f Hfr their error, 

the proceedings of the z/rw; and this p^efent government 4 ut thev 
appeare to be either#*//; or civill, not openly prophain (I would nw 
be miftakoi, I (peak not in this particular what the Souldiery may be 

hi«rfd« t i hc C 0 T° n SouMkr y ma y 1 kl ’ow nothin- again!* them’ 
but this I can affirm upon my own knowledge upon inquiry, in Come * 

*W/, and in ^ Dev on Pure, they behave themfelves fo orderly that I 
much rejoyced to fee their civ, 11 And orderly carriage . and I did 

K!r^ y i CIK1U i r j ° f ^habitants , and I remember not any one 

but did acknowledge, that they earned themfelves orderly . ^ 

. To «ondud« my Anfwer to tha ObjVftron, I do acknowledge fin 

t ° Feaj i :> fb ?A ht oftiu ' s "*> th<?rc «* ^ny 

^ h th! wt £ * hr,ft | Jdh ? the r' W 

lattn that, him by whom the offence contmeth -CWim 

y there is a righteous God that will prove and try all our hearts 

S 2 **' ’ t0 whofc Jungly refer the 

I humbly requell thofe that fear God not to be ofknded , for con- 
fiderthat many take liberty to the utruuft to detnft the Army and 

orcccdc. the bounds prcfcl,,, by C.od. BuM^n roC lufe 

Why wemaynosvexpa'Ufwnnation 7 '+>?„ « atth-.prll ■ tl»jsh!l- 

v hul)T( ,‘J/ i** y uma po'phrfit*: name- 

Zol!T"7 ft"' hn ft from ,ho ^ I Z 

tons, to hope and exptCl, that Mihail will " T ES 

ft» tt nj tll _ ■ r hgmmils i 

ftftt. u /*«*/*// py. Unto the lorcfaid Scripture we mafadd 

\\L\** ****** *h v **foHMs % And Ml NAt tons Hull Row unto it • 
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T Vat P eacpau d Tmth maymeet< together. i tp 

ten Hemes that thou fitWef, are ten Kings that Pad strife , W***- 

ther PjaII artfe i Ver.2?. andpall fpeake words again/} the mof high, 

and flail conftime the Saints of the mop high f and thinke that hee 
may change Times and LaWes ; and they pnill be given into hie hand 
until/ a time, and times , and the dividing of time. Vcr.26. r/ip 


fi 


Mill a time, and times, and the dividing of time, Vcr.26. r/jp 
dgtmcnt palt pt,andthty pall take aWay his Dominion, and con - 
we it y anddetlroy it unto the end: and the Kingdome and Dominion , 
dthegreatneffe of the Kingaomc , #»der the whole Heaven,pall 


be given unto the holy people of the mofi high, whop 
ever lading Kingdome , all powers-JI mI/ ferv 


vertaping Kingdome , *wl all powers JImI l ferve a 

rom theft precious Promifes or Prophefics recorded by 
lhall coileft fuch things as (Ido conceive ) do plainly a 


Text 


% 

Firll, that Kings Ibould be enemies to the Saints and people of the 
tr.oft high, and Axnild do much damage to them during their govern¬ 
ment, and that they fliould be lifted up in their own imaginations to 

think that they might change Times and Scafons : by which,I con¬ 
ceive, is meant that thejf lhall endeavour to govern ( not according to 


the prescribed rules 


but ) by their prerogatives 


it) that is, according to what feemeth good in their eyes, be 


beyond thofe limits which God hath prefcribed in his Law: this, I 
conceive, is plainly held out in theft expreffions, and think that trey 
may change Times andSeafons.* by Times and Seafons may be meant 

fuch things as are already prefcribed, by a higher poW er , within 

bounds , and by the Wifdome of him that had true authority to appoint 
fuch Rules. 

Secondly, I obferve that fuch corrttpt Governours lhall be defroyed 
and put doWne by thofe that God in his wifdom appointed as inftru- 


def 


tccomplipj hts deer 
And they psall tak t 


hath determined 


repore and to reforme government, which (I conceive) is plainely 
held out in tbefe expreflions. Ver.27. The Kingdome and Dominion, 
and the greatneffe of the Kingdome , under the whole Heaven , pall 


be given to the holy people of th 


tying k> 


fl high, Whofc kj 


this prophelie is not yet fully accomplilhed, becaufe 


appearcth plainly (to my bell undemanding) that from the 


1 


lao 
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phet Daniels time 


Heaven was not yet given to the holy people, and alfo becaufe this 



tender ft ho whole 


J | , rw . . ^ I A • -- UIIJ 

ngdom this government, or this power taken out of the hands of 
; foregoing Kings, (hall be everlafiing, it (hall continue notwith- 
ng all oppofitions againft it, I leave thefe things to due confidera- 

Rtade Micai 4.1 .to 9 . But it fhall come to paffe in thTufi 


Ki 
the 
ftandi 

cion 

dayet % that the Mountaine of the houfe of the Lord ft 

the top of the Mountains, and it (hall be exalted 


h And hee (halljudge among many peopl 


e 


ared in 

H ills . 
ebulye mighty 


til be prey 

above the 


V“P 1 ‘ 4 f arr * off, nnd they Jballbreaks their Swords into Mattocks, 
and their Spears into Sithes , Nation fhall not lift up a S Word again fi 
Nation t neither fhall they learne to fight any more. Ver. 4. But they 
fhall fit every man under his owne Vine, and under his oWn Bio-tree 


and none fhall make them afraid, for the Mouth of the 

- 1 . ¥ ^ t a • a ^ J 



ksv it , Ver. 7. and the Lord fhall reigne over 


Mount 


from hence forth f 


why dofi thou 


King in thee, u thy counsellor perifhed 



for forrow hath taken thee as a Yeoman in travelL Vcr.i 2. Rut the 

knoW not the thoughts of the Lord, they under ft and not his counfel 
he fhall gather them as fheaves in the barne. Ver. 13. tsfrife threfh 
0 Daughter of Sion for I will make thy home Iron, q rc. Thispro- 
phefie (I do conceive) is not fully yet fulfilled and compleated' for 
although it might have refpefl to the comming of thrift . yet it holds 
out more matter then ( as I conceive ) yet is come to pulle , becaufe 

the prophefie recorded that men ihould breaks their , Words into mat - 


to ck *, and their ffieares into fithe 
againfi Nations , neither thall t! 

conceive cannot be accomplifhed , 
fence (I fee not that ) this is yet 
complijfhed. And for feverull other 


s 


ey learne to figh 

oecaufe if we 1 


(word 

This I 


iKiernaou it 111 any 
phlhed, but is Hill to be ac* 
s here aledged, which 1 leave 
bid the/eventh AnvcllblcW 


" - - WW9 ’ f w w J ****** rf/if ^ #r| 

kjngdomes of the World Are 
he fhall reigne for evermor 


gathered that the go\ 
forme as God hath 


(hall be reduced 


Heaven, Joying the 
and his Chrifts, and 

(Iconceive) maybe 


fatle 


1 preferibed in his holy Word, according to the 
diate pure inftruments. lleade Revel. 14.8. And 

*'great City ts fallen 

fufion fpringe thfrom 

this 


firft and moft imm 

there followed another Angellfaying, Babilon 


Now we may note that Babilons con 
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That Peaa and Truth may meet together. ,21 

this root, for want of good Government ; this is the very root of the 
fin and diforder,namely, evil Government • for if we read the Records 
of the Kings of Ifrael, and take notice, we may plainly fee, That evil 

and corrupt Governors brought confufion to and among ft the People ; 

on the contrary confider, That in an orderly, and in a rational way’ 
when God will bring his people out of confufion into order, God will 

certainly reform Government, that being the principal infirumtntal 

Way of Reformation ; fo then,when God foretelleth. That the Babel 
of Confufion fijallfad, this is a principal part of the meaning, namely. 

That corrupt G over nors mu fi fall With or before it. * 

* Time bids me forbear to multiply places, there are many godly and 
learned men that have written largely and learnedly concerning Babe It 
tall, to whom I refer the Reader for lurcher fatisfaftion, and mail con¬ 
clude this Point with that which is written. Rev, /. 18.8. Therefore fhaU 
her plagues come at one day, death, and forrow, and famine ; and fie 
fhall bt burnt With fire, for that God Which condemn el h her is a ftrong 
God: (Note I pray you in the verfe before. She fate as a Queen, and 
lived in pleafure ; ) Was not this draught much like the pifture of 
evil Kings f But Vcrf. 9. The Kings of the earth fhall beWad and la¬ 
ment over her : ('Note, that the Kings of the earth are noted to la¬ 
ment and to fear her torments : Why (hould they fear ? Anf. Be- 
caufe a guilty confciencecaufcth fear,they being fenfiole that they have 
fo flighted Gods Law :) which have committed fornication,(note like 
fornication,} audlived in pleafure, ( note ufually.rhat is one note,they 
lived voluptuouflj) with her, (thefe words (with her) imply a near 
conjunction,) when they fhall fee that Jmoa^of that Her burning: 
Verf. Xo. And fhall fiand afar off for fear of her torment, (and why } 

Jsitnotbecaufeitthreatned them?) faying, tAlas, alas, that great 

City Babylon, that mighty City, (ts fallen, is fallen,) for in one day 
thy judgment is come. Verf. IJ. tAnd the Merchants of the earth 
fhall weep and wail over her, Q rc. Verf. 17. And every Jhip-mafter , 
and all that occupy /hips, and fbip-men, and Who/oever trafieme on the 
fea, fhall cry, Alas, alas, that great City, crc. ts made defolate. But 

note J pray you what the bkfied Servants of God efteem of this fall of 

Babylon, this is noted, Verf. 20. O Heavens, rejoy ce over her, andye 
holy tApoftlct and Trophets,for God hath punijbed her to be revenged 
on her for your fakes. I pray you confider why the Prophets and A- 
pofites (hould in fuch primary and particular manner rcjoycc over her/ 
Anfw, Was it not becaufe Jhe ruled by her prerogative, by her own 

R Will, 






% 
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W, and would not be *tik-d and guided by the Writings of them the 
Prophets and Apofln^ therefore the I'rophetUod Apyflet (whole 
Writings this grtfflt Wttorehad flighted) are-naudiniiich? W/> 
and tmintnt ■maimer totcpyceatherdovvivWl 

Tocorvdude, (if flae be fatting orfeUrrn) J hope /CVd will keep ip? 


that 


Ifoillndtuide*-prop 4 wr-co keep Iter.up/ 
hus(I bdeeve)by this Baht lofGovfftfioa j$ plainly 


bltfftd Spirit of God, / That corrupt Govmmunf and corrupt 


WU f he 


por/m to betmdtrftoDd cffdrtby, xyhuib B*k*l of Corrupt*?# weft 

be put down, this heiug the foot ( of confofian ) wufl bi§iplu4<ed up 
by t be very roots, , 4 

And further note,Tku the very true way to bewiftd aodigopd order 

mutt anfejrom^W Government and good Governors, thttvfofe jfever 
we do become a fit) of RighttaMfntfspefaa faithful (ff&» ll?tgs very 

Circuiafpeaiy, and wirh all diligence) labour^ we may ktv* fodg® 


a * fit f ir J f »**<iCoHMjdlors as nt the beginning • that is to iay, as ip 

the firft, and in thofe mott uncorrupted times, when God did the mcS 
immediately appoint Government and Governors ; Let us keep clofe 
to Gods Rules, and then wc fliall not err. 

Thus much briefly I have writ to (hew foipe grounds that Arena* 
then me to expeCt, That now in thefe latter times God will do fotpp 
eminent matters in the Reformation of Government, and (to my ap- 
prehenfion ) thefe atftings of God in thefe times do hold out fuoh a 

1 amd >'> T ^ at God “ malting his poor affl tiled (And fo much dt- 

ipifea Servants and Peoplt.) Heave it toconlideration. 

■ _.lt I . § A mT' 


l 


onnfellors as At the beginning 


the firft, and in thofe mott uncorrupted times, when God did the 


fliall,by the affiftancc of Gods goad Sp 


( which I hope and be 


leeve l am guided by) new proceed to defer ibe Government accord¬ 
ing as I hnd it prefer ibed, owned and bit fed by God, and recorded in th{ 

J cTii cr i p T, eti an ? ** at the M iH the l" re fl timet • Therefore. 

tint, i^nnd, That God did begin the model, or the form, or the, compofi ■ 


of Government at the head or chief 


Moft 


tpofi 

firft 


ching his entrance, he was called immediately by God, and fo 


rs till Samuels time. And becaufe Gods prejidents&nd doin 
fuch perfed manner, with fuch wifdom, and fo exaflly u ( 


luland fit for thofe employments that God c 

therefore I conceive it may not be unufeful to commend fomethiiig to 

confideration touching this man; and firft God fetteth out or defcri- 
bert his parentage, Exod.u. There stent a man of Levi, and took to 


tfe a daughter of L 


Verf. a. vAfnd the Xtomsw. emtehefa and 

bare 


*£hstt Peace and PrHth Way tfaet together, 

hare a fop, (\?hfth was Mofes.y Hebe God doth not describe 




gfcat diftereriCe between h?s parentage, and the parentage of the reft of 
thofe people that God tailed fiim to govern, f he.like is noted in the 

reft of thofe Jtidges which God did immediately tail, and in the be d of 
Kings.AiWd.foho was a manGW did immediately in 


man God did immediately in mercy appoint 


governhis people l/rael ; this David, the bett of the Kings, wa scho 
fen by God , and taken (not for his eminent kindred , but) out of a lot 
condition. From hence I obferVC, 7W God doth nor loohfor chstfe Go 
vernors out of or by re fluffs, as man ufually doth ; Man ufually look 

ethupori the dut ward mart, this was Samuels t rnr ; man Jookcth a 

beauty , riches .kindred, rich or g-eat parentage,^ eloquence , and thi 
like, Which rCfpertfc ufually lead men to chafe thoffc fnen that provi 


& 


rent promoters of Cons <?/«/>, po; of the Peoples 
at their Herman, fa mgr Mbs Of his own Spirit 
principally God looketkat his own.Inflations, 
made Judg as enfereth ftr6 hi? office and diarce 

V J.. f.kJJ Jiik. 1 X\\ ul. /S . s J ! . if « « - Q 


ufually neithet* any^r (remoter* of Cods ahty, m ft tht p% p/ „ 

good. God looketh at the inner man, fathfgrMbs of his own Spirit 
in their hearts, and principally God looketkat his own.Infiitntions 

When fuch a tarn is made Judg as eriiertth /nr6 hi? office, and diarce 

partly retarding to Gods infix atm, fo as God io hli VV'ord hath pre* 

fet/bed, thtfiGtrl bfffeth fuch with his Spiriti It if remarkable, that. 

M»fe, pladhdM ■ tykfiUMffti t m' work do/abpb&m un- 

tb^ (reWed fot ofa learning,) Hxol 4.1 o. 1 i . Thai the Lot d faid 

faito hik, tPho'hdtbgfach the month to man ? or who Lth made the 
(tomb, or the deaf, dr him that feeth. or the hliiiAS tL*,* JJ ,* r if.' 


1 


Jii$ W'ord hath pre 


pleaded tfo hJUplefay ftx fodt work Go^appbfflted him un- 
i)ided_fot ofa ltarnihg,) Ekod.4. io. i i. 'hat the Lord faid 

de t 


tryO'hdtf)gibeh the month to man ? or who hath made the 

the deaf, dr him that feerh, ,or the blind f have not 1 the 

L * -A. ■* -Li t uJa # i/ J A wd. I A 1. ^ J - . ’ • ^ ' I J 


bhtf Thef 

ThisOortfid! 


l 


ment 

enter 


tefOf ego bow, / tm bd \hith thie. ' 

rfdratiki Holds Out to os, Of abj great concern 

j.Qbfcrve with carelulnefs and diligence how our Govern 
' choir iff ces dfidcharges in Government ; we cann 


rs 


be too cireumfp£& in thrs foatter, let us keep clofe to thofe firft, mott 
putt and Urtbbenlifhcd diredions that God hath mott immediately pre- 
Jhibed, that art moft Clearly reVcaled in hit f acred Word, for that is 

dtir moft certain guide, and the mott futeway to our future'aftti 
that pofllbly we can attain Of rtach ilhto. 1 J J J 

’ It is very Obfervable, That of all the Judges that God did immedi¬ 
ately thufC Cl cannot find) but that God endowed them all with his 

good and bit (fed Spirit, and not one of them but proved toJeelgGods 
Cjlbrr, and the Peoples good, from Mojcs to Samuel, which was fo 
it) tig aS the people followed Gods InflitHtiod in their Government. 

And obferve well, That fo foon as the people were negligent in fol¬ 
lowing thofe firft and pure Itijlituihns, moft clearly and primarily 
preferred bj God, concerning Government, then God did withdraw 

R 2 his 


prefer ibed bp God\ concerning Cover 




1 14 Endeavor s aiming at the glory of God, 

h\s gracious preface from them, and what mifery and aftliEUon fal- 




left recorded (for our learning) 

Xings of Ifrael and Judah : Ho 


i the Books of the Chronicles and 

did thefe Kings draw the people 


n™lP>°An!]'r f"’ a ". d brought the fierce writft of Godu^nThe 
people ? And did not all this proceed from this rootfnaimly from this! 

Biciuj,, th'j Vf'r, rngtitn, ,h c circumbtU obfirvanci of GU, 

w “' w *** 

. Oh that wc, the People of England, might now be wife, and learn 

(by our own and other mens harms) to cleave clofe to the mo ft pure 
mofl immediate, and firfl In flit ut ion of Government, recorded in the 
facred Sen Mures, fofhould we fecure our felves and pofteriry and/ 

W * b ^ ^ pr ° tCai0n from the l lor "« God of our Sat 

™ K lovcd ; c £ nfi . der I pray you, now there is fuch an oppor- 
davi nf “ nbelceye) Cod ne V er offered to any generation, from the 

4 yso Samuel to this prefent time; now I pray you feck Gods fa. 

Vour, ferioufly put forth vour beft and utmoft endeavors, that we may 
fh we be calleda City of Right eoufnefs, a faithful City, Ifti. by 


this 

and 


% 


. r f Right eoufnefs, a faithful City 
ans we (hail become good examples to our neiehbo 
generations to come (hall have caufe to praife the L 


ila. i. by 
Nations - 


Lord 


ml^bltflfed" 0 ^ °* ° Ur nanXS rccorclcd in Gods 'Records (hall be 

. » 


lly bltffed. - - w uiau oe etet- 

Conceming this man Mofes, being the firA prefident 6od fet to be 

p frltyinj ofmojl fmgular aft to poftritj , therefore I judo it neccffa- 
JJ 1( j j 12 <ouc b | "B hls prificMiutt, he was a ran painful 

//^'Jr od ' ,8 ' '?\ lnd afterwards in all his life we ray note fow 


to 


may 


how 


Jladieu* he was, ancU%«r, and atlive in obfervino GodsComm^l 

ZZlf, t “ ,h ‘l"» ~ he ™ 

J prtftrmtmt for b K om chUinn 

highlj provoked the Lord, (o that <7cd’threatne"h Z define 

To ° fh r m ( , thtt iS * ° f ^ P° fterit y) - tngh 7 y peop)eX^t 

• Now therefore let me alone, that my Wrath map wax hot agailfi 

them 


That P eace and Truth may meet together, I jy 

them,for I will confume themfut / will make of thee a mighty people • 
Now Mofes preferred the Glory of God, and the Peoples good, before 
any by refpeas,either to himfelf,or to his pofterity, noted Verf 1 1 .12, 

13. But- Mofes prayed unto the Lord his God, andfaid, O Lord, W>kj 

doth thy Wrath wax hot againfl thy people Which thou haft brought 

°f Eg )!* 1 1 & c • Wherefore fhotild the Egyptians 
fpeak^ and fay. He hath brought them out malicioufly, to (lay them in 
the Mountains ? &c. Turn from thy fierce wrath, and change thy 
mind from this evil towards thy people, and remember Abraham , 
lfaac, Cite. Vctf. 14* Then the Lord changed his mind from the evil 
which he threatned to do unto his people. This is recorded for the 

learning of fucceeding ages, to fhewofwhat concernment and what 

benefit the people get by living under fuch a Government andGovtr - 
nors asGoafadcth ; filch Governors fland in the gap to keep off Gods 
difpleafure, and to procure a blcfling for the people. Many refpeft 
not much under what Government they live, this was Lots fin, who 

deeply taAed of the cup of Gods diffleafurc by living under or amongft 
the ungodly in Sodom. 

But fecondly, This example of Mofes is of fingular ufe, an eminent 
pattern to all Governors fucceeding, namely this, That he fought Godt 
glory, and the P eoples good,before his own or his childrens preferment; 

It is to be noted the like of him when God told Mofes he fhould be ta¬ 
ken away or dye, he doth not requeft of the Lord to continue the 
Government to his children, but this he doth, he loves the people, he 
lookethat Gods glory, and the peoples good, therefore he remembers 
the peoples good, and maketh earnelf prayer (recorcted for our learning) 
to God, entreating God, That he Would appoint a Governor for the 
People j where note the modefly and humility of his heart, his Jpirit 

peing not life up above his brethren, therefore he exprefTeth it thus, 

That he map go in and out before the people, that the Congregation of 
the Lord be not as Jheep without a (hepherd: Where we may note. 

That he ftileth himfelf and fucceffor but under thefe expreflions, Num. 

27. 1 6. Let the God of the fpirits of all fh/b appoint a man over the 
Congregation. Verf. 17. Who may go in and out before them , and lead 

them out and in, that the Congregation of the Lord be not as flseep 

without a fhtpherd : Note his expreflions, A man over the Congrega¬ 
tion, (not only a King, or by the name of Commander, but) only a 
man, and a (hepherd; he had true refped and undemanding of the 
nature of his charge and office, which was to order, to provide for, to 

R S feed, 


< i 4 PlitcOiMYl diming at the ghfy of (Pod, 

feed, Idve, and defend the flock, (and not to petfecdte, or to faffer 
Wolves ro devour then 1 )) nor to feed upon them him fell,) therefore 
note hfcetprtfllon, Verf. 17. that the Congregation of the Lord: 

He nrmcmbrtd and modeflly ackfio wlcdgeth the people to beGbds he- 
rftagej Hedothnotft 9 ethemhisSubje&,or his Vafftls (aVld fofeek 

to leave th* ptople, as inheritance oj G00 ds, Lands fBcttftt, hnd Mattel, 
to his Children,) butheefteems the people, and fo they Were (ofmore 
value then earthly inheritances) Gods inheritance • and fo in profs 
words he calleth them, The Congregation of the Lord, th'e Lords Ifa 
hrihence, the Lords People-, and therefore he dothrtdtlayclaimto 1 
tnehi as the Inheritance for his Children, he knew Gods tninde better 

w (ptfaks no fuch matter - for fatcejfton in Govemmtnt, fiorfr the fa¬ 
ther to the Son, came in long (many hundreds of years ') after, hr rtiore 
ctoitupted Trtnesj God did not, m thefe ffrflf arid pur eh Tito e$, fo 


the original’' order it to be* fo 


did Mofte exped, at 


p 1 — ~ - -- w ivi uiu a r+vjcj t Apf t | , Of 

delire it, beCatffe be looked after thofe matters that were truly 

rlflO _- |-jL A _ 4 .. ^ » JT% I . 1 . . . »■ -at . a* * .# 


4 


own 


fonght Gods Glory and 


pie in rhofe days, thrift* 


16 Op 

ffrit 


fpeft that he had 


Peopl 
ad of 


fi griod X 

the peo- 


r -v -if iwic umyji 1 nvre mil Governors ■ aimed the pedfth to brthtir 

brethren, and fo tloi behaved themjtli/es /dwards the people as bre¬ 
thren .• ft not the world much altered in t We days, when many great 
men Will foarwe rtknowledg the prior periple try be any df their ifndred 
aw oft, much left as brethren ? Y«Mf,tl its G6*enter, to-tfrefcfo ft and 

pdr&ft Times ,did not? only bfc the People * Srelhteh'Mttts children he 


ft (pit 
hen mi 


br 


irdrct 


the Government, wc may obferve how foon the cafe was altered, A* 
bimtleth he flafeth his bra keen, that he might obtain thepreeminent ^ 
and SAn l he per fc rated an innocent and Vert icons man,' fear fog left he 

-ft. 4 _i 1 ^1 I _»* 4 • S '.. / i • /* ft * A K-J 


might hinder hit fonf^om reigning after hin^yca be pur foe th this with 
ftch violent e thifhemaketh tittle act ohm of Gods c ommndhrekts, tf 
they /landiit htt way to hinder him to mafa fare the Government to his 

fan Jonathan, blood is not much valued in his fight, Wimefs the death 

6 f Gods Pr lefts, t Siam. 2a. ip. And Nob, the City df the P tie fti, 

fkibte he with theedgof the fiord, both man and woman, bothchildc 

andfackfing both Ox, ami Aft, and/he ep With the edg Of the fiord t 

arid frai/idi life, whith he eameftly fought: Witnefs hit mtjutt mole - 


ft Mini ef the People, whottl he for 


M°ug 

cedfr 


om their tnen dwtilings to pur 


fue 


Tfat Pestft and Tritih map me# together. \>%j 

fue an innocent and good man .• T he fo were feme of the frft fruits of 


jue an innocent ana gut man: ji neu? were fo 
their Kin^s, more followed afterwards; B 
praftife o( thefe fidget in the frft and pureft T 


thus it was riot the 


Butfurtfor we may note. That thisman Wafts and his fuccdfors (to 

the days of Samuel) foch as God in ft it used {l do not mean fuch w 
crept in at the windows ,ao l in by-paths, not in the way (fad inf tinted,) 
bn i Mofes and the rtJT of his fucceflorsfo Samuel, we rend much re¬ 
corded concerning their VertUfS, t heir pains, and diligence, but wc do 
not read that they addided thcmfulvt,s to gather great fajUies to leave 
to their children (and fuch as they had jheced ft om their brethren the 
People unjuftly) nor do we read much of their banqueting houfes, nor 

of their Jumptuotts palaces, nor of their numerous j wants, nor of 
their hunting and hawking, nor of their exit ruble /wearing and Ala/- 
pheming the great and glorious Name if tht Lrrd, iv >r of thtir Pnrt- 




overt op And Anmhilutt Gods Comm 


Jei^e Hpon the rvra<?kj of poir (Ujirejf/J Merchants and Seamen , which 
fuffered fliipwrack upon their borders; a cuftom, I beleeve, hateful and 
abominable in the eyes of the Lord, and dircftly in oppoiition to his 
Commands, who commandeth us to help and relieve the oppnfi d and 
aftlitted, and not to ft rive to add to th.ir atfUtficns, by talftng away 
that little that God hadotlurwife jjmred to them. {I heard of one fliip 

f* • I ft I ft • m jo * . I 


afllitted, and not to ft rive to add to th.ir affiifliens, by tafng away 
that little that Godhad other wife j)>ared to them. ( I heard of one fliip 

flnee my arrival, that the pt ople feeing themfelves in danger, foriook 
the fhip,yet after this flnp was fo brought to the fliore,thar much of the 
loading (being rich, and of value J was fpvcd from the violence of the 


) I hum- 


wv-j vmiiivi ivimiiivw w vwwvia v iuai a vuuiu yu tui|i • ^ 111 

bly entreat you that are our Governors, make diligt nt enquiry, tha 
more fuch cryir^ fins be commited,left it bring upon us tht fierce Wi 
of the Lord.) But tp return; Neither are thefe Judges noted to kei 
company about them of fiear<rs ox other vicious perfous, fuch 
here name not, but fuch as vour cars have heard of. and fuch as ( 


abominaceth 


Judges, in thefe ftrji and pure ft 


humble, faithful,Watchful, and pious men, mtn whofe ads are re¬ 
corded by Gods direction to all generations, that they might be ex¬ 
amples to follow. 

[OLordJ fliall we ever live to fee thofe, (orfuefoas thofe Go¬ 
vernors that were in thofe fir ft and pur eft times ? ) Haft thou given 
us hope of fuch a Reformation ? Bleflcd be thy Nan*;» 1 t^elecve tliou 
haft pnomifcd/ thatwe,flWl hoys Judges as at the fir ft, and Caunfeiltrs 


as 








1 **B J Endeavors aiming at the Glory of God, 

m At the beginning j then fhall We be caiifd a City of righteoafnefis a 
faithful City, J * 

Having fpoken thus much ('although it be very much lefs then the 
fcripture rtcordeth for our !eaming)couching the (Qualifications & vir- 
tuet of thefit Judgts in the fie firfiand purefi times, wherein God did the 
moft eminently and the moft immcdiatly appoint and preferibe Govern¬ 
ment And Governors , to and for his Church, and peculiarly chofen peo. 

pie If r ael ; I fhall now endeavor to propound to confideration (accor¬ 
ding to the meafure of grace received) to draw out of Gods facred 
Word what I finde there recorded concerning the principal Cover - 
non and Other Governors diftributed in fever al adminiftratie'ns, and 
alfo their power and limitations,*^ alfo the entrance of them intotheir 

places. 

I finde, That God, in his divine Wifidom,faw it meet for hie Church 
and chojen,and peculiar people , to ordain, inftitute,ami appoint one chief 
Judg ,andnot many ; Thus it appeareth in the book of exodus, and in the 
records of? o/hua ,& of all the Judges, and in the book of the Kings,that 

one chief Judg h.idthe charge : for although Judah and lfir at l were divi¬ 
ded, it is there to be noted, that afterwards they became as two diftinft 
and differenced Governments: and alfo we note,that this was not fo in 
thofie frfi and purefi times, wherein God did the moft immediately 
and clearly appoint Government : And alfo we ipay obferve, That 

this divifion did not flrengthen them, nor did it turn to their peace and 

Welfare, as afterwards appeared, and is recorded in the Books of the 

Kings and Chronicles ; For although God fuftered it to be fo, yet wc 
may alfo confider, That Godjufftreth, and bringeth upon the people for 

their f,ns, many try As andafttlions, Which yet God knoweth hJ to 

make Hjt Of for hu own glory . This people would not keep Within the 
bounjtoof Codsprfi tnjtituiions, therefore God cauleth them to fee 

the difference of government, to fee the difference between his pre- 

fenpt tons and in filiations, and their own inventions : and alfo that 
God might {hew the fruits of fuch irregular (proceedings to us that 
fhouid come in thele latter times; Whatjoever Was written,Was Writ, 
ten for our learning ; Confidering this, I dare not turn afide from Gods 
Commandments in thojt firfi and purefi times, wherein ^appoint¬ 
ed, that there fhouid be one Governor, and but one as chief. * r 

And that this is the beft way of Government, moft for Gods rforv 

and che peoples good, thefe Reafons guide me thereunto, b ” 
F/rft, Bccaufe Cjod in his wifdpm did fee meet that it fhouid be fo; 

witnefs 


< 


That PtMpi dad Truth may meet teg filer 


iio 


Wtnefs the immediate pattern God gave to the people, Mofes, Jo - 
pm a, Gideon, Samuel, and the reft. 

Secondly, Becaufe this is the pattern of that glorious Government in 
Heaven , one God diftinguifhed, but not divided in three perfons, 
which govemeth over tll.GWtnviteth us to be like to himfelf,and fit ah 
forth himfelf for us to imitate \Be ye holy, for I am holy, faith the Lord, 


(aplice 

is befi ti 

Heaven 


well known,) From hence I conclude 
fi that is mofl like , mofi conformable, 


Gods Government 


hirdly, We know that Forces united are ftrongeft, i 

.... difference arid difeord: We may fee in the Records 

Nation the many Troubles, Wars, and Difcords that many 


lefs 


occafion 
oar own 


vernments brought forth and produced. If men fhoald commit the 
Conftant Governmtnt of a Land Into many hands of ryual authority, 

call them by what names you will, would not this be theiffue and fruits 
thereof? Firft, They fhouid rum from the fiift and moft pure way 
preferibed by God, (which God forbid:) And alfo would not fuch 
Governors be thonfelves ^over* burthen ed with bufinels? and would 
ndfc the TtopUho worn way , wearied and «ppr ( (fed thereby ? It wa * 
9 ethroes cboSftl to Mofics, and the Lord allowed or approved of 


that 


Thou both Weariefi thy ft If 
Vert, a 1 . Provide them among all the 

. ..Wtf ton rage, fearing God, men dealing truly , and hoeing to- 
ifitefs, and appoint fuch over them: Verf. 2a. And let them pudg 


thfat «recorded, 

and th* . 

peopl 


e 



fat* many 
evtty 


allJfaui matters { fofhdUitbetafierflrthcty&c 

We fftay httt «ow, That this dtflkibuttou cf fuflite h 
fad* Wtoftbt to theinttht that mariy fhouW judg ordinarily 

brte cafe; for then it would hm broughtboth a greater but then upon 
Mofiet, and upon the people, becaufe when the judgment of * cam ft 


oeth through many hands, theft many hands, or Judges, arc with 

Realty brought 'wgethee, and with gnat or charge ,q 

expences; and likewife their judgments not eahly reconciled 
alfo foch cafes, in fuch a manrier heard, are lon«rtoiffuing, 
caufes can be heard,and likewife the pfople wA be barthened with long 



ore di 


renter 


Waiting, and 

werenot mot 



jr ptHtte no maintain this-churg 


Therefore there 


added, 'H6t more Governors of * 


affift Mofios in the Hearing fucb caufes tscame ordinarily to be 

lodged byhfttf: Bat it is evident, That multiplying Judges was to 
thajendj that theft Judges, or Kttkrt, being chofe*, might be dipt. 


I 









t i° Endtvors timing at the Glory of God ,- 

h Z\\i m V ht r‘-‘! lTrih ‘‘ * h "‘ ,ht r "H> , So the intent 
Iliac the Ko le might not traveil far , but might have thtircmf', 

trytd and judged near to their otvn bthititiont. And this did not 
^fl'Vnn " or L dl ‘ n,ni(h from Mor,t his authority , there 

was this (1,11 relented that Mojo, the chief Judge fliould ll,11 have 

ttollolc )nj,em,nt nml d'terminition of the n'iohti'ft milters end 

Ojteirti. his tllriher appearcth by the extent of tofim his authn- 

rity, lo/kni 1 . 1 ( 5,17 Tbs* they inferred Isjbni forms,ill that thou 
command'll is Ur, re, It do, end whithtrfeever thoufeniefi m m mil 

L.ZZ "rdi M °- u I • fl *• Ml olef thee, on,l, the 

Lord thy God he » „h the. o, he w„ htith Mo fen Ver. I i.Whofoeur 

■ ni! Commsrtdemtnt slid \hill not ohe, th, Words. 
" ill that tb.ncomminds/l h,m , let him he fit to dsith,&c. 

Here it may be noted that,he chiefs jidee or ., verior , that was 
° v "£ ,od . s h:ricage,had power to command and to determine all thy 

tsettht, tn miners that Concerned the (topic of the Lord. 

we lo jkc but upon a Family , (which reprefenteth a little 
commons'll,h ) wee fliaU there finde that God appointed one 
chnfe fovornor, (although the woman be in fuch a relation ) yet 
Cqd knew that it was mecte to ordaine one to be chief, sovernsr. 

' l e '' 0,d ** of force. This doth avoide much contention, 

where it is w ilhngly confented unto by aU in the Family. But on the 

2 which « tke "«K(» relation and the molt 

dance of all miner, in the Family, W hat. fid even,, do follow in 

fuch cafes f That mutuaU lovc.thatotherwife would be betweene 

(he Man, and (he Woman, is feparated, the Family diflurbed, fer. 
vmts and children grieved, neighbours offended, and God much 

d ‘~ d - E«" foroJmoch more (I believe ) we (haU finde the 
C ommon- Wealth to be difturbed, where no one is chiefe. 

But “« 001 id<hf »4,Hiieofco»nl,il„,theri 

uja/fiy t \ •» 

That fteweth that the chiefe governor \ houldnotbefo 

proudiyhftupm h,s foirit, thithefhouldderpifcrheadvi^ofon 

thtrs, in whieh refp A David fheweth an humblefrauf* of heart, 

n C f a,t p ** if *" at nj'B tht ntkice of hiKftry^nt p .much 

wore not of thofe that are in nearer relations. It is a precious 

VCftue to be of an humble frame of heart, to hear the conn fell of 
«rsm<« t,hiS d ° th m> deat0 > ,h ‘ W* ditheritj of Order in gL 

wwTTiTwwinf § - a 

Toach- 


That Peace and Truth may meet together. 131 

Touching ‘Parliament*, QX^Affembliis of the Elders of the people 

doubtlefle ( I conceive ). they may be, iadiverfe cafes,as in the cafe 
of the deleft and want of a chiefe Iudge, or in cafe that the cbiefe 

Judge (h all degenerate and decline from the Inflitutions and Com• 
maniementt of God , they are ordained and approved o f by God in 
fuchcifes and in other cafes , provided that they do notdimmifli 
the^ottvr and lawfull authority that God doth allow to fuch good 
governors that walke in his wayes. This appeared by that quore 
that the Prophet Samuel maketh to the People , when he demandeth, 

I Samuel, Whofe Ox have I taken t or Whofe Affc have I taken , or 
whom have f done Wrong unto, or of whofe handi have / taken any 

bribe to blind my eyes therewith ? as if he fliould havefaid, if you 

could jaflly lay to my charge thefe thtngt, there might be fomcjufl 
caufe, wherefore you fboutd come together to demand another govern 
nor ( although neither would this warrant you to change the forme 
of government , for therein you fhould breake Gods inflitution. J This 

appearcth likewife when the people aflemblid to depofc and punifli 
Athaliah^nA divers otherst&the reafbn is plain .becaufeGod muJl be 
honord above al,he is theJupreme governor ruler of rulers people 

. .Ppufctlefle that LaW of God that bindeth all men ( without te* 
(peft ofperifons ) to the obfervation of it, muft of neceflity finde a 
way, and allow a way for the obfervation of it, other wiie it would 
fall fliort in the pcrleftion of it ; buttofayrA** god onelymuft 

puni/b chiefe governors for their offences in another world , to me 

plainly appeareth to be of no validity, for God gave the Lawes to 
Men on Earth to be obferved, and the breach of his Lawes to 
be punilhed upon earth, without any re/pell of perfom or limitation , 
ana one Law of God bindeth all men . 

But toreturne, that lawfull power, and authority, that God gi. 

vfth ; and hath becne given and yeelded to all good governors {by Gods 

Church and People ) mu(l doubt leffe be yeelded to all good governors 
in like relation! , and With the Itkf refpefls : therefore I believe this 
is evident from the whole premifed, that the principallgovernor of 
a t Common Wealth mull be one, and mufl have neither leffe, nor 
ngfre authority then Mofes and Io/huahad, in thofe fir/l and pur eft 
tirqes rf Gods inflitutions : And becaufe we have the like liberty to 
punifli or to remove fuch offenders as break the Law of God that 
they had : if we fee that fuch chiefe governors doe evidently aft to 
(jods Aijbonor , and the People t rnine, (which are unfeparable com- 

S 3 panions 





i 1 * *”k*V9rt turning At tht glory of God, 

panions jCods Laws do helpe the people, in cafe that God give the 
people hearts to improve them to hiaglory. S 

Do but warily cleave to Gods ordinances , to bit inftitmiont 

** fub,e A £ ° tke ?"**&*"»* that God pn> 

fcribeth in fuch cafi s,for fnch offences in kit [acred tvord . ^ 

S'*™* 1 ’’ kc 00(10 fuccc «k hy [Hecofficn, from Father to 

fri3!lIL dly wi Ch ^r hatG ^ d Q ^ k V vermri ' let them beofhis 

and the good ofm % and of our poller it j, (» | bei«ve h fbronr daol 
ger and mifery aiifeth from this rooce, namely, fthen governors 

SheiZdl *'/l n h'P« h '’e and are not iKl tree 

Shepherds , but tee and Footes : and lhall we love them fo weW 

t7/rl ,U ^ J'f? 6 *?!> ^nd not enquire of God, who 
[ball be the man f thirdly,if we are yet more negligent* fo that when 

they appeare to be ( as they too often prove ) trotve/ in (keeoet 

C,M L ‘*"’ Which «*** ** «£»»* 

The calm feemtih to me to be eridenrcftalciufaitfie’feobie 
ftomhme to erne, to ufe fuch pttlnw, tmd diligent ^,ob» 
from former Kings, grants, that the Kings(hould not opprefle or 
Jtnimii2e otter the People, ortheirconfents to leverall fuch AGs in 

IZYT.T •' W, l “ n ? t bccaufc,bt L *» a f a ?d*>.,ktp, in elfin. 
pXd > h wh„ me f h " erl " H, l d t ’y Go <l. was Hot thenaccom- 

pwinedy who, or where was the man rhat<forft, or did fo far ad* 
wnture, to declare the Law of God in that particular * namely that 

■ for had the Law of God bin fully, plainely, and dearely o- 

ne^ of flirt °n ' ™r fiht " fil T Jw.fteng', that they ha<l had Ioffe 

Z? -*»**■**». Am..11,*, 

°a™\!f ss J the y P row d too weake to hold down their loftU 

tkLaZ^fG.T^A*" 7 1 d ‘ d ** ^ anJ man y oth «sbreake 
Char ter s,ihit the People had obtained in former Ages? ® 


Was 


That Psasoand Truth may meet together 


rri 


Was it not becaufe the People were kept purtly in feart of their 


great 
ignorance 


overtopping yafter ? and partly by reafon they were kept irt 
nee that the Kin ft ( and treat men of the earth ftere equally 


ng 

without refpefl of porfors ) fub\etl to the Law of God, and moft 

efpecially becaufef Gods time fore-determined for the Reformatio* 
of government not being fully complcarcd ) the People dfd not fee 
( nor cleave ftedfaftly to,) Godtprtferiptionr, to the way God in his 
word appointed, for the calling of governors, but on the contrary 
the People were carelcfle and negligent in the matter of governor /, 
they made too light account of govern*?*, not throughly feeing it 
to be of any great c oncernment ; and did not God fo withdraw his 
good Spirit of illumination, from the People, that he denied them 


ftifdome, ptfter 


opportunities , to puniih offending 


Dearely beloved fuffer thh truth of God to be udly and freely 
pened, and I.believe, we (ball no« neede to feare to fet up on 
chiefe. And this likewife will be beneficiall to us, for by this me 

we fhall not have fo much bloudfbed, for to obtain efroftnet 
Kingdom r» 

O m /• I ■ t» ■ at/*. 


i 


1 pray you further to confider, that if a people fhottld fet up 

overnment campofed of msny heads t or many members , making oi 


chiefe, having all equail authority ( in the fteede, orf* 


wapl of one cliefd,govern or ) and if this fhouldbe their plates, their 
powtr t and a flings ; confiaatlyio fudge , and determine, the 1 affaires 
of a Common- fte alt h, thismuft needs beconfidered that they like • 
wife are fukjeft to erre ( yea are they not often times more fubjert 
to err) and to break Gods Lawes ? Now in fuch cafes ofdelin* 
quency , muft not there be lefc a way open to puniih them, which 
muft be fome other invention, and will ic not follow thus ad in- 

multiply whit numbers you will? 
j Confide® ol the benefit thac a People get by having dne chiefe 

goverfior; from this example« fuppofe there Wtfre a hundred thou- 

fimi Men in aCampe'i and fuppofe that there w<ke one hundred 

Generali ft overlfvery thoufand of Mtn one (jenirallp and fuppofe 


that every one of thefe Cjtneralls 


an equall authority , and not 


any one to command in chiefe. Confider, would the Campe be m 

greateif fecuriiy, becaufe their Cbtiftaines or (f entrails tyere mlfriy, 
no one commanding in chiefe above the reft ? No verily, but in 
much more danger thereby, not only in regard of a common enemy, 
butalfo in danger cf emulation, and flrife am eng (l thcntfelvet. 


S 3 


And 









l }\ t . . Emi eavoMrs aiming at the glory ofGcL 

t\fTr t‘ r t agrcc ’ ,h “ « * a 

Of force WithLTlhT °y h 'f' G ' mera ‘ lt ‘bat fhould be valid , and 

; V± ’%’);?^cpK^Sz,t 

:£“ r ^HHsSE 

“ ‘ or fff »nd for *$£?" ’ thC “ 

« XLXNa%2S; ^ 

wollldglmore'flow'llward d ° Itof"T 1 '’"!’ 
or cakcfh Dioremcn ,0 {Elm T M KtoK L tlK ™<» why he cUeth 

strasa^xf-r'£“ s -* 

did ne B „ly refemble C«b w^^TT^T 

thM *“ thofc aouid aft /in y \1 ‘• 

that 


Tbdt Peace and Truth maf meet togeth 


that J/o/m arted 


't ana s ruin may meet together. j 3 j 

Neither were any of thofegovemots ('much 

> have eq-sall authority \vi:h Motet. This did 


lefle were they all ) to have eqnall authority wi;h Mofet. Thi 
further appear by the authority that all the Judges cf Jfrael 


fiicce (lively 


doe but labour to fet before you , 
e I am not like ((o far as I know ) 
in this World to fpeak in the caufe 


thefe inftances: and it is be 


blame 


if I propound thefe things to your confederation, for I and my po 
fterity are like to be fub/crt to what forme ofgovernment , yoi 


eftablifti, and I evidently 

buffings ( if it be fuch e* 

as God hath prefcribea ] 


God approveth 


overnors 


will reft upon fuch goverr 
On the contrary! Know 

expert that£r* 4 * afflidions 


prefcribed ) then I know that the ble(fed Spirit of God 


f you miftake 


do 


into their places according to the Rule of qods word, I (hall not ex¬ 
pert that the gracious Prefence of God, will accompany them, And 
this I evidently feef by the records of the Sacred Word of God, and 
by the exftrience of all Ages recorded ) that Where government is 
corrupted\ they are a meanet to draw the People from the fincere wor• 


overnment is 
e fincere wor • 


(hip o f God,and they are a meanet to bring the Wrath of God upon the 
‘Peoples 

I doubt not but there are amongft you many wife, godly, and 
men precious in Gods efteem, I pray God double the Spirit of his 
grace up«n you; and direft you to fee much more of Gods minde, 
now ever let it not be grievous, if I put you in minde of thofe 
things which you know > and which are plainely recorded in Gods 
facred Word, Mofes put the People in mind? of the fame things 
often, and fo did Iofiua, and fo did Chrift, and his Apoftlet, This 
is all that I can do by all the inftances or arguments I can alledgc, 
it is but only to perfwade, or put you in minde of what is already 
recorded, plainly in Gods Word which is a bright fhining light \ all 


of the fak 




dfrktfl night , 
herefore all th 


fin comparifon of Gods facred Word ) is far (hort 
ebt t compared to the brighteft fhining light of the 


draweth me* (or is any motive to me) 


(luff, is this, namely. The records of the (acred Scriptures fheW fuch 
a government, and fuch Governort, God did preferibe ,jn fuch a 

leji ' 


People , 

Goain 


manner, and they Were blejfed by God, they Were a ble fifing to the 


) 


his Wifd 


dfo appoint 


and blejfed fpirit of God wat given to fuch 


On 


















Ht 


JRade/tvirs liming at th (Sion of God 


On the contrary I hire obfcmd ( both from the Retard/ of tb 


facred Scripture / 


ind from the Record/ of all Ages,znd from 


conftdered experience) that although the inventions of men . which 

jwerve from the mod approved Rules of Gods Word may hive a 
fitfelhew in fome mens eyes, yet he that well noteth fuch inven. 

tjons mail in the ilfue finde Gall and Worm** ood, bit tor fronts and 
Cods good Spirit doth not accompany fuch inventions,'which ctu- 
feth me to keep* a loofe from Mam invention/, especially in fucfi 

LTfa*■i sf tti t w 


a we I 


tghty matter, and of fo great, evtin _ r . .rrr 

both for GW/j/«r;, and for the People/ bkfedmgo* i conceive w<* 

cannot poffible be too circumfpefl, nor cleave too dofeandfted* 

frltly , to the mofi approved and bio fedforme of G otter kment, and 

Governors preferred,owned, and bletfed by God, and recorded in 

the (acred Script/eree , for our learning. Deadly beloved Fatten 
l fpeake freely, and willingly, and with more liberty of fpeech to 


I r w - u # ^ ---v/i luvwii iU 

you, becaufe I am perfwaded that pour iteartt do {really ft eke Gods 
glery, becaufe I bdieve/4*/ pen ft eke not jmrfltvoo, and have bet* 
ter learned to tread under fooce thefe trifles, thefr febhftnrt com¬ 
forts, and do feek for an immortall CrownofelorVDrOVMed fill* 
chofethatfeekGods gloryiyoubeloved know hbWtovHatEHnitt 
better then a better^tfren tbit firm fpan nftttee. Therefore ! 

pray you be not offended. 1 

/ifcM 1 *1 kn* there aire ramy Mm Ofeqnill 

in fomc cauIts , »nd mint tfpet jj||y the moll vwigjL Mafts do 

rwrcfpe«s Iwiymiich? Ainamely, let), [odlfplwfeAne mother, 


having allequill authority, (ubjeft to emulatbm, 


jenhneflet, yea 


atai fometimesco be fodivided* chat dbHuknotfomreiffirt ap 
lo Violent, that rt oeafion&hcivMwbbtHrbo/MnomA 


raerfcteti-fttfng 

snd anto rjbtfr 


Ppcatc 
! way 
flrefne 


[at ? l \ ft*** k by owe , and into 

* ”!i lh8lr **?’ icnt s “d -«W" 

Mmng that tMgmrm**, , kw , ood- ,ppof need / w 


j God moft i^niedteely ^jhtttfjrttV&vt, 
HkuMtvtdfirfl *«•»», «W ytcfcir Ckurlk M <j>nptTucvA. 

^L K "L? 9h & tn *P i who had foie power ito judge and a/ 

, and to determined Weightieft caofos ; is not thlthe fafA 

wty 


7 W P<?4rr andTruth may meet together, J $ 7 

way to av: ide confuiion and contention, and mod like to be biefled. 
Herein indeed will lie the great weight of all the matter, namely j 
that fte cleave clofc to C/ods Rules, that fo a Wolfe may be preven¬ 
ted for getting into the fheepe fold. For lea us but feeke ‘ u dm 
thofe wayes he hath appointed feriotifly, and heartily,md( 1 di nbt 
not but that ) we fhall cbcaine a blejfwg, a Man fent of God. And 
then let us never fear, but ood will accompany fuch a man , with 
hu h/effed Spirit, Did ever a People feeke god. humbly ( follow¬ 
ing gods Rules ) and heartily, and failed ? 1 believe no Record of 
Divine authority will demon!!rate fu.h an example, in fuch a caufe, 
fo profecuted. 

Objeft. was not this fir me of government, peculiar to the fiate 
of the l[ratUttt,u it not abolifhed,at the comming of Kings ? 

Anfre. I defire every one that doth unfeigntvdly defire to do cods 
Will to be wary of this Ob\cftion , and conlidcr that it is too much 

for uv to turn atide from Gods lnflitutiont\ but to c!eny C/odi Infli - 
riwr/Wjthis is a fin of a deep imprejfion. H>w often doth god bid us 
be'toare that We do neither add,nor diminijl? this being duly confidered 

I apfwer. 

Firft, this Order of government by hedges , in this manner, was, 

Gods, owne Order. goJ did molt immediately appoint this 
Order. 

Secondly, cod did prescribe this, to his Church and People, be¬ 
fore the Law was given. Mofts was appoin ed , and had his power 
and \ lace, «nd the reft of the Judges were orderly diftributcd, be¬ 
fore tfieLaw was given,at Mount Sinai. 

Thirdly, this order of government was continued, co. .firmed, and 
bleffed immediately by ood himfelf und< r the Law. 

Fourthly, this O der was further confirmed by god, when the 
People ill the Dayes of Samuel defired a government by Kings, 
which appearcth in that god phinely affirmeth, rW the People 
caff God of )Xhen they altered this forme s and further it appeareth 
that God xvm the fame long after , by the exprellions of the 'Pro¬ 
phets. 

Fifthly, there was never any Government Cince, to this Day, to 
be compared with this Government, nor fo bltfTcd by ood , as ap¬ 
peareth by the Records of the (hr on ides , and the bookes of the 
Kings of Ifrael , and luda : to which we may add the experiments of 
all vAgts, 

T Sixthly, 







* 1 8 Eudevostrs aiming at the Glory of God, 

ab ,S‘*%’ Oois Wifdome is in oft pcrfed, tndGod is unchange- 

Seveiuhly, this Order was never repealed in any Age to this day. 

Eighthly, the Proimfes of God in tne Scripture, do plaindy fhew 

that when God will have mercy upon bis beloved People, it fliallbe 

ihewed the moft eminently, and apparently, b y re ferine tudfes dt at 

the firjl } ,iudcounfellcrs as at the beginning. 

Ninthly, thisgovemm.nt by one chitfe as bead and oovtrmr doth 
the neartft refemble,thac Heavenly frame of government. 

Tenthly, conflder whoever thou art that harboureft fuch thoughts 
that fitch thoughts do artfe from tsnfound Principles , I believe * 
not Well bal lanced confderations. Becaufe admit or fuppofe thou 

were left at liberty, now to prefenbe a forme of government , what 
Jorptc of Government collided thou invent ? Conlider that God wic- 

ncfled evidently and eminently, that ( whm God prtferibed eovern- 
ment by Judges,-' in fuch order as Divine records do mention ) this 

better then any other Nation , had in the whole World. 

No Nation was fo blcffed by God in (ho/e times that had Lanes and 

Ordinances fo righteous (by which is meant Governors or Indus and 

Lawes be jheir Rules jas God in thofe firft and pure(l times did pre - 

fenbe to his firjl borne Son. * , 

And further confider, that rrc are not now a feparated People from 

rJ r .7 ^ ratl , °l God ’ We «rc not Jlrangers to thofe LaWes which 
1! th ^L tmcs i gave to them ; but contrarily we by Faith in 

UJtu Q hr ill, are ingrafted into the true Olive Tree, we now are 
part oj Gods houjbou Id, and doe fubjellto all the Lawes of Gods fir fl 
borne Sonne, and though they were our elder brethren, yet now alfo 

odhath , in his rich abundant, and not to be fufficiently exprefled 
f JBr^lren >0tteH ** ^ *° * t ^ at we ^ are *<heir yonger 

Therefore for any man to conceive, that he could invent a better 
forme of government, then any in the World in thofe times had, and 
z&tt< r forme of government , then God himfdfe did the moft im¬ 
mediately prefaibe, and own, and confirm, andblefle; fuch a man 

(ft there be any fuch; had needeto conlider this matter Itrft very ad- 

viledly j leaft wanting wifdotn, to prdcribe and power to uphould 

and powet to blefle andprofper.fuch his inventions, he fliould b» 

r,cEfeoTof&A and “ hismfj ° m 


The 


Tidal Peatt andTrUth m\y mil together. j 

The txttt matter* t oonewvd it will be itieete to propound to confi- 
deratiort j other judges or governors, that are in order inferior to this 

chiefe Judge before mentioned. Exod.r8.2j. And Alofts chofe Men 

of courage out of all Ifrael and made them heads over the Tcople, 
Rulers over thottfands, Rulers over hundreds. Rulers over fifties, 
and Rulers over tens, Ver. 2 6. and they judged the ^People at all fe’a- 
fonsfut they brought the hard caufes to Aloft, for they Judged all 
fm til matters themfelves. 

The ertd wherefore judgement or Judges were thus diftributed,is to 

thatintent, that both the chiefegovernor imy not be over burdened, 
nor the People over burdened, recorded Exod, 18 . 18 . Thou both \\ cu¬ 
rie (i thy felfe , and this People that is With thee greatly ; the end 

being duly confldered , we may more eafily diftribute the governors 
Governors are futable to this proportion to be diftributed into the fc- 

verali Shiers , Cities, Townes , and Places, where the Teoplc live. 

(which piainely appeareth the end being confldered ) for the very af- 
ftdion of a loving Father is fo prevalent, that love caufeth him tofeek 
the comfort of his children , and ;o provide for their comforts, and 
conveniences ; to tllispurpofe the Apoftlc faith, that he is Worfe then 
etn Ittfidell that provideth not for his Family. Now Conlider that 
th t Commonwealth in foinc refpeft, is the Jamily of the chiefe Go - 

ver U'or. 

It is a lamentable cafe to conflder, have not the People bin, (I could 
\Vifh it were! not fo (fill ) forced to travell many miles, to their great 
detriment, for to get thofe caufes decided, and determined, that might 
with much cafe, have bin ended ar, or near to their own dwellings. 
Yett moreover have they obraincdche determining or ending of their 
caufes, without making many or diverfe fuch chargable j’ournies, to 

the undoing of too many A Jen, JViddoWcs , and pdore Fatherleffe 
Children ; have not many for want of means, bin forced to loofe their 
rights , and laWfnll maintenance ? Conflder of it dear Fathers , and 
now-let it be remedied, and doubtlelfe God will fhortly fay unto you, 

well done good and faithfull (ervant thou bafi bccnc fait lifts !l in thefe 


ngs 


Mafiers joy. 

But on the contrary conflder that opprcjfon is a crying flnne, God 
will certainely hear the cry of the oppreffed , the cry of old , and yong, 
life cry of the tPiddowes , and of the Orphanes , God will certainely 

hear them, GodwiH doit, for the Mouth of the Lord hath iloken 


T 2 


tt. 




M° Endevours diming at the Glory of God, 

^ *k* r ty be loved Fat hers t I humbly befeech you let Gover¬ 

nors be diftr.buted into the feverall Shires , Cities , Townes and Place* 
where the people dwell. And keep clofe to the rules preferibed in theft 
rft times J namely, let the determination of caufes be in. 

proportion , to theft fir ft patterns, let not the end be ncglettcd, Which 
U) that Gods LaWes be tbferved, and the People m.iy be eafed. I pray 

youtoconfiderwhat is recorded concerning Samuel, that good ami 

pious Cover mr, he, rather then the People fhould era veil far, did travel! 
himielf to the places where the People dwelt, i Sam. 7. 16. And 
Samuel went about yeare by year e to Bethell,andGilgall, andMi'peh 
an l judged l rad in all thofe places. No doubt he appointed Judges 
all over the Land, that did judge the people \ kewife. I p;ay you 5 to 
avoid c multiplicity of Judges , being of equall authority to judge at one 

tim , moneandthe famecaufe, I believe, it will not be To much for 

the Peoples comfort, nor fo futable to the frfi and moft pure inflitu- 
tions, and, I believe, t will be too great a burden to thole that fhould 

be Governors, in fuch caufes.in fuch a manner conftantly. 

I do conceive that from that end of the multiplying C] over nor s re¬ 
corded £xod, 18. which was to cafe the People, and Mofes, and* that 

Gods Commandments might not be broken ; and from theading and 

prefident that Mofes left there ricorded,it appeareth.that many gover¬ 
nors are needjull in their fiver all places , but not many governors of 
esjualauthority, conftantly to atf in one caufe.and not in the weightieft 

caufes more and moft efpccially. My reafons mentioned are gathered 
f rom the prefident and wifdom of God himfelf. 

Now I (hall proceed to deferibe that way, for the calling or entrance 
°J th-fegovernors into their places . Being a matter ofthe hiehtft and 

greareft confiquencetous, next under God, we cannot poflibk* ufc 

too much diligence , nor too much intention , nor too much rratch- 
julu'jje in this matter ; which doth fo nearly conccrne the glory of 
God and the good of us, aud of^our pofterity. I find that God doth 

dele ibe a clear, evident, and great difference, betweeue the chit fe, or 

principall ludge or Governor , and the other Governors inferior to 

them, in regard or rtfptft of their callings, or of Gods fending them 

into and unto thofe places of government ; therefore I (hall obftive the 
wi dpm of God,who full erdaineth the head, or chiefe governor, and 

fpall begin with the chief Judge. J s 

We findethit God did himfelf immediately appoint Mofes, £xod. 
3.10. Const uoW therefore! will find thee tt^to Phar$oh f that thou,, 

raajefi 


That Peace and Truth may meet together. 14 j 

majefi bring mj f topic the children of Ifrael out of Ofgypt. Ver.i 2. 
And cirtaincly l Will be ivith thee, (frc. Here is A/ofcs catltfo likewife 
God did immediately appoint lofbua. Read Jolhua. t.x.Now after the 
diatbof Aiofes the fervntu of the Lord, the Lord jpake unto lofbua 
thefonneofNun , Moles Minifhr, faying Ver.2. A-iofes mj frvant 
u deal, now therefore arife go ozer this for Lw, &c. Read. Num.27. 
18. And the Lord faid unto Mofes take lofbua the forme of Nun in 
whom is the (pirit, and put thine hands upon him, &c> We may note 
here that in the Vetfes before, Mofes did earntftly intreat God, that 
he would appoint a Governor, or Shepherd , to go in and out before 

the people; Mofes knowing of what concernment it was to Gods 

glbry and the peop'es good, that the people fhould have a good fiep- 
herd ,note that God doth not presently anfwer Mofes thus, let the 

people■ chuje a Governor themfelves ; but on the contrary , God 

owneth this way, of his own preferring, as appeateth.becaufe as God 
did immediately chufe .A/0/r s , as is before confidcred , fo alfo here 
again God proceedeth as before, and doth immediately chufe lofjua ,to 
be the cbdtA governor of his people. 

And fecondly wc may obferve, that God giveth this further ma- 
nifeftation of hisminde , in thefe wordes, in whom is the Jpirit , wher- 
in, and whereby God fheweth, that the People might have erred if 
they had chofcn, for they could fee but the outward man. But God 
knew exaeflly who would be for his glory and for the peoples good, 

he knew in whom his bleffed fpirit was. NextTeade/Mjr/1,1. 

After that Jofbua was dead the children of Jfraelasked the Lordfay¬ 
ing , Who flihllgoe up for us , againfl the Canaanites>V\v may here 
note, that the people had bin fo well inftrurted in the dayes of Mofes , 
and lofbua, that they did account it to be Gods Will, and their du¬ 
ty, to let Cfod chufe their chiefe Cjover nor ; no doubt this people did 
not do this unadvifcdly, but upon krmvledge, and due confide rat ion, 
that it was the Will of God ; and that it was the moft fureft, andfafeft 
way for them, that God Jljould chufe their principal Governor for 
them. Therefore they ufed the means, they enquired Gods minde 

Who-piould gevtrne them. And it is to be duly confidered that this : 

People ( nor any of their pofterity ) did never feek God in fuch 
weighty Caufes , Humbly, Heartily, Earneftly, but God did ufually,. 
mollly, if not alwayts, condefcend unto them , and anfwer them 
grackm!ly, whether they enquired Gods Mind by the judgment of 
Trim, or whether by lotts. I cannot tell; but God anlweredboth . 

thefe 


/ 
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th*fe vlttycs , and Cjod owned and preferred both tU»r ^ 

&! , V s^T&^ hiS!f " d * ta in clH,( ' n ® ' W by Gods iZdrte 

jot*,,. d»i//J /( ^ SJ 5°"” 


tfofe re aye 


hadknoWn ail the work's of 


t 


bee had done for ffratl, 


Wemaynote that after this Generation th.~ J ~' 
M'tkeftnigkt , W,.„ 

J>Uv,r,J them into th, handi tf their emmit, 1 'all, ^ 

fj' th ' w 7 ' h “ Cod »W «*nn, is by railingu{>Judm 3 llf 

and he judged /frail . Here wo mav now tWt£ htrt ** 

f ? ek the ^ although the people had done wickdlv C ° 

they cryed unto the Lord, the LoVd heareth them * 7 yCt wflCn 

M “ this way; that him- 


read that God 
rd lookjdnjnfrt 


«f chufcih commit ‘I? Way i T c hfm - 

didimmediaedy fend Gideon hidrt n ^'y e , rtti yt‘ead that God 

htmend fn,d H . „ tf* rt, *(JS, % ,#„/*/ nfIfo??T* 
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//««rV«: Inote th«e wfc God dotti immediately 


IJfit, 

fend 


point qove 

Goddc 


enrf 


tfn 


thediyes of Moft 


otE noc iuflatalc or appoint the Son 


Meedfttrefl umio,, andthofc rims wherein God didmoft 

^ajssaaaaasg BB 

™ appnMIl **-Mme,a»4 hi.(f, this lay. 


appeared! 


and 1 tt Hli; t0 chu 


p this Way, 
re G overtiofs 


furafclf immediately* The next way that God did prefenbeo'f 

»rar. , «s , sssfe2?«si 

-uStUggHtZ 

fandt. 
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That Peace and Truth may meet together. 145 

foods. Vert'. as. t/fud when Samuel had gathered together all the 
Tribes of Ifrael, the Tribe of Benjamin Was taken , and afterwards he 
ajfembledthe Tribe of Benjamin according to their families, and the 
famly of Matri was taken, fo Saul the fen of’Kiflj Was taken- 
and Samuilfaid t See ye not him whom tl.e Lord hath choftn. 

By this place it plainly appeared), That God did ordain this way for 
the chufing the principal governor namely by lots, whereby God is 

fa id to chufe. There were fome J udge?, the manner of whofe choyce 
is not fo exprtfly recorded (thofc moft eminent ) arc fuch as God firft 

raifed up, and ufed as iujlrumcnts in more then an ordinary manner • 

fuch, for ought I know, may be made ufdulfot Gods glory, and ft r 
the people* good, fuch as God hath raifed up to work deliverances 

for the people fuch as(in that refpeft)may be called Saviours, and fuch 
as are men well known to be men of courage, humility, and petj : 
Wefipd, That God afforded detn trances, protection, and peace to tie 
people, by fuch man as/or ought I know, were fo raifed up; this way 

is the neareft to thefe moft pure and immediate callings of Governors 
by God to their places in thofe firft and pureft times. But this is no‘c 
fo fefe and dear a way, (fo far as I underftand :) 

Firft, Becaufe we read not, wc cannot find it recorded, (that lean 
find, and I have fearched the Scripture with diligence,) that God did 

appoint the people to chufe that way : Confider, That thofe afts that 
the people did, are not therefore Gods Commandments and Indituti - 

ons, for then we muft follow them in many aft ions, which would be 
vain to conceive. 

Secondly, The People may err, and are much fub/eft fo to do. 
Thirdly,GodsLaw isexprefs, ftv may not add nor diminifh, We may 
not turn to the right nor to the left hand, to or from (jodf Command¬ 
ments, 

Fourthly, I believe the promifes of (]od lead us to chufc moft cxaftly, 
according to the pureft Infiitutions, noted in Ifai, 1 . I will f that is, 
God will) refiorethy fudges as at the firft , c re. that holdeth out 
at in the pureft times,&c. Before I make Application of what is men¬ 
tioned, touching the calling of thefe chief Judges, I conceive it will be 
needful to anfwer an Objetlion , which is this: 

Qhjeft. May not the people chufe chief Governors ? did not the 
people chufe Jepthtab l 

Anfve. The exaft manner of Jepthtatis choyce is not fo plainly de- 
feribed, but that, for ought I know, they might have fome further en¬ 
quiry 








M 4 . Endeavours aiming at theglory ofO d, 

quity then is fet down ; much we read not' of Jephth.ihs acts this is 
to be noted concerning him, That he did fuch an ad is no other Jude 
dal (that wc re id of,) namely, he vowed fuel* an unlimited and ui£ 
lawful vow,as occafioned him to Sacrifice hu daughter, (and fo he didl 
which was the dired breach of Gods Comm And in a high decree* 

But Iccondly, confider, That it is a [aft wav in dubious matters 
(Specially in fuch eminent matters as do fo immediately concern 

Go ls oUry, andth C peoples gold) to walk^by the plained, hi. he mod 
evident Wajs that God hath prefer ibed. 

3 ; G *' fai ! h cx P r ‘% with many and many tunes,Tim 

Vce /tsall neither add nor dmmiJJj from hie Institutions ; Now this k 

evident, That Godchufing immediately either by voyce, by Prophet 

oT W ot i ‘ s God ® 0wn appointment, it is without denial or queftion : 
and God forefeeing that the people would corrupt their wav s and 
break his lnftttutions, by defiring to be governej by Kincj, yet God 
was dojeaUiu of hu honor, and tends r of, he peoples good, m the choyce 
of the cfstef governors, that he faith exprefly, Dent, \y. Thou (halt 
make him King whom the Lord shy God/hull chufe : Therefore con- 
fidering that we may neither add nor diminifli, it is without compari- 
fon much fafer to chufe by C/ods plain Rules: For in both the Govern - 

Thll C * nd j n ^ a ° v r ernm<nt brings, it is to be noted, * 

That God did ‘mpiediately chufe Governors; and I cannot fee that a 

people that wiU foUow Gods expreft Command and Prefsdent, can 
avoyd but thatGod (and not men) muft chufe the chief Governor , It 
rsexprcfkd and recorded, Th it Godraifid up Judges , and made them 
a avtours to the people ; but btcaufe the maiiikr how God raifed 
them up,is not fo plainly cxprefled, therefore (I conceive) that it is the 
fafefl way to follow theplaiotft andekareft ways, by which are plain¬ 
ly declared, the manner how God did chufe , and therein God did a fl¬ 
own, and mo (l eminently blefs ; but where God raifech up men, and 
maketh them eminent lnhlrn mints for his glory, and by them work- 

fir fuch a cafe I dare not oppofe it, donbt- 

lels,I belie ve, it is a way ncartft to Gods immediate callings, and neareft 

to the plutneji C J } reft dents recorded in the /acred Scriptures, 

Fourthly, If the people chufe, they ,refubjeil to err and mi flake, 

they fee but the outward appearance, and they may intend one man, 

and it maybe a great number carryeth the choyce to another , or they 

may be miftaken in the man mof } meet for Government, which will 

appear, if wc confider, that fymucl, a wife and holy man, was miftaken 


f h*t'fr*c»*»dTrktt> to*y meet together. i# 

fa ifafing btlt amongftone mslfts children, how much foonet may wo 
be miftaken, when we, having lefs undemanding then Smut l, are to 
chafe but of a multitude, artd we may be over-powered by money, 
by friends,by kindred, by beauty, by eloquence, by fraud, or force, or 

ways we know not of. 

Fifthly, Experience may teach uf, That people do err very often, 

and chufe thofe men to be their Judges or Governors, that prove dr- 
retl enemies to them and to their poferitj • witnefs Abimelecl^, and 

a multitude of others, recorded for our learning , and for our 

firuRion, 

Sixthly, God never erreth, and he doth blefs with his holy Spirit 


of his own fending. 

Seventhly, God coraplaineth of this by his Prophets,formerly cited, 

faying,77*7 had Kings,but not by me ; Trinces, but / knew it not, 

From the premiffes may be gathered three ways, thereby Gover- 
ners were in theft fir SI and pared times chofn and ordained ; two of 


them art very dear, the third I dare not abfolutely oppofe, but leave 


the conftderation of the godh-wift 


(hail propound 


confideration fomewhat touching the particulars , and then make a 
central Trcpofition, to confideration, touching all the three joyntly, 
as God ftiall aflift. 

Firft, concerning the immediate Call of God by voyce, or Prophet, 
Or Tome fuch way as God ftiall fee meet • I know no place of Scrip¬ 
ture that doth declare. That God will no more appoint Governors at 
at the firft, as he did Mofes and Jofhua. 

Secondly, This Prophecy, lfaux, holdeth out much, for thefc words 

Yas at the fir SI,and as in the beginning J may (for ought that I know} 

be determined by God, to be accomplift 


the/#// latitude 


ly, as in the time of Mofes and Jopsua : That Prophecy, Dan. 7. 27. 
(in thefe words ) And the Kingdom , and Dominion, and thegreatnefs 
of the Kingdom under the whole Heaven, flsall be given to the holy 

people of the mofi High: This feemeth to me to import, ThatGod 

intendeth to do great things for his people in thefe latter times: Read 

Micah 7. 17. According to the days of thy coming out of the Land of 


Micahj. 17. According to the days of thy coming out of the Land of 
Egypt, I will flew unto him marvellous things: This (tomyappre- 
henfton) holds out, That God Will do marvellous things ; God is not 
limited within bounds, he can do as great things now in thefe latter 


times 


Thirdly 


the/ 

(belie 


ormer times. Thus in other places. 


That (with limitation and fubmillion to Gods 

V * good 






CJod in the Namcoft his Son our blefled, Saviour* That hi toatfAU \ 

fUafediajfpoint. onr chiefGovernor, for m j TheXqrd W ^f a fa, 

fropi meftuj^thc people,/#^. m« when thy fctjgl&f^gfacipqsfari 
v° u rln tbs particular, that he graciouftygrantetJuhw 

doudtlds wjftnptbc offended,wh$n people* with thegreateft cil««nd 
di)|gepce,cleav^ dofefUo him.; the Apoftle wileih .us,*», *<**•#, 

*f*& oter reqHcft JheuUj* *»M* kjtwn unto God, by prayer a*dfftf r ' x 

PHC4t§0f$f • - • » * 

J } * ■ ‘ • • ». .... . . ■ ; r i v * 

• 4/ J « 4 1 , | 


wo may, (ft 
his Son our b 


prflfcnft oqr humbls, IWWUOit 

cd.Stwour, ThtthftoutUUi 


* 


| , J* ' ’ ^ j ' ) ♦ 

Fourthly, This Way is a way that God did moft immediaf<ly\adL 
appoint, and pradfifond blefs* from Mofes toSamuef andGod never 
repealed or contradicted this immediate way of his; Qvdis Muchon/er 

Me: If the pe»pk ( formerly caft off God,and therefore God removed 

mmvthccn, and hid his face frqm. them, they never turning to God to 
feek his face, being much hartjnfd in their (ins; yefiif God npweife 
u« hearts tp repent, and to fee the-evil of them, and of our felves,1nd 
to turn a&in, and to long, and lament, with an earned affeOion, to do 
Gods will, without awning to the right or to the k ft hand, wj thou tad* 
dipg or dimiqHbmg: and if we do humbly and unfcignedjy r feek his far- 

vour who. can cell but God may fully unfwe r vus, petitions ? God 

rath done already fo much for us, in opening a way to .farther m in this 
particular, as ha th not been from the days of Samuel to thtfc timesi- 

Ibelitvelmayfafelyaffirmit. , * 

FiFthly.Confider what a rich jewel, what a precious favour we/haU 
obtain, in cafe that Our good God hear our petitions, and\d© inn 

mediately appea* m the choice of ; 0 ur chief Ghvvwrfmtim we 
inali be fpre to have a, true Shepherd, (and not a Wolf in (beeps 

*JrJ?' n S >) ttanwe Hi all be certain that the g 9 od and Me fed Spirit 

L G .°R r f ftt, P° n fuchaman, ( and not an. evtland deceitful 
r?!' j er ? lf ! e P^bple be drawn to God, ( andnot caufed to 
forfake GodJ then the people will be bkffed of God by the means of 

vxh Governorj, then Hull wa obtain a man from the Lord, then (ball 

J have Judget as at the fir ft 'apd^ounfrllors at at the 1 be fitted*/ : 

Confider I pray you, is not this jewel, this precious favour worth the 

'fin i ^tenor worthy opr mo \X fervent prayers t Have we. 
not fate Rul^s (and clear) to warrant and to direfl us to cry to God in 

* jsverycafco {.Government f Did pot Ifrae! Cry to God.and enquire 


\ 


J 


* 


r 


of God for Cj 


Did not Gqd him fell preferibe and pra'Uift 


this way to dyfij G/v.trmrf hirnfflfmoft imm^ftawly a Aw "wie 


not 


♦ I 




4 W I 


right 


M 7 


?lbVctim'mand^, ttib t »*r ‘tvetj fhi*£ ouYre^ieji't 'fioMbi mdje 'known 


Pbs requeft in this very cafe of chief Governors'?, ' ft' ' ' . ‘ 

Confider further, yotrhave endured much tronblf, war; and blood- 
(bed about Government, if wcdbould now fafi rtWt, and iiiiftake in 


our Governors 


our]g 

contrary, if wcobrafna man,from theLo'rd^wtjballhkvea rich r^- 
cbmperfc for all ourfontrer labors. Thbefore I- tbs ndt lo'feruch 4 pr^- 
cfousfavot jor wartt of asking it the hands of the Lord i ‘WboCan teft 
tot f?<id may imrtiediardyKtiftver us in fome way of his owb prefcrl- 
bing ? however let us not If car, nor doubt, our prayers fliall not bein 
vain, the/fballbe kept ittGods good trcafucy, ; ;; ; 

Sbrthly, Confider tHat'ifyoii ibotild tniliake itl ^hefotnl of G&ve'rn- 

. # .1*# • * . J i . i ^ k xt x a l fl. 1 X i 11 sit i k . t* - A#. I i _ 


labor is loft , we are 


c 


i‘, 'or In the pCrfdtis, (vvhich tnnft' govern US' sill))' fuChiftlftakes 
f ^yhard ana dfBe tilt ro be amendeef; for. wh£h, i 'Cbvernment 
Governors are tftablifbed, let experience teach irt,'thatWe may 


sdl, J’fuChi^ittakw 


<are V 

and i 


bfbur rniTet 


' ( 


or, noi 

tjhtbd 



$ 


(6 helf) out felv'es 


roiYety (\Vtuth is not ordibakity taken 
rhfn khbVv how to 1 be frej?; We tmy'C 


long tiute fitiee any 


U 


• • m 

Urft 


my^ar 

ferred 

food a 


theglory qf 

.arkfvbUt fe 


artu vcrijfbihg deceiving refpefts whatfoever. 

•' Seventh^, Confider th3t where people chufe the form of Govern- 
niept' and 1 Governors, they‘are moft ufually mlftaken, becaufe they can 
diftCrtl no morebti^ the dutward appearance (and few ahlongft many 
taodifeem that) day know not who God knoWCth to be meet: 
MredlsVrtlatfon thac m outward appearance is of great fora; but by 
that nrains A Mine lech obtained the way to Government, J»dg. p. a. 


m 


wm 


td the anditnee of all the me* of Shechem 


Hir alfbihafl dth’ybttr bone and yout ft efts. Vcrf. 3. Then his mothers 
breehre* f ak} ef bltHj in thk audience of all the me* of Shechem, atl 
theft words : aidtheti hearts t Xerc moved to follow tAbimclech, for 9 


vr %*+fJ**r* jy**\*>vj vwwwjv wvrrwr**'*, m 

thefe words 1 aidtrni heart / ftere moved t 


refe words j > 
fkldthtj^ He 


& 


itft bnthcr. But note what followed, Verf. 2 3 

V* 


God 








* 4 $ £ndeavors diming at the (jltry of God, 

Cod font an evil f&irit between Abimelech and tho men of SbtchiM j 

There you may read what mifery and blood ft td befell the people. 

1 would ftortly note three things from this Example. 

Firft, That even thofe that immoderately thirft after Government,’ 

are ufuallv unmeet men. 

Secondly, It ufually i$ a means for the hart of fuch Governors, and 

ufually a means to ftorten their own lives. 

Thirdly, That it nfually, moftly, proveth very bitter to thofe very 

men that prefer others for by-refpe&s; and it is very dangerous when 
people venture to chufe the principal Governor, and do not therein fe- 

fioufly enquire of God Who Jhall be the man that Jball govern them: 
And as we have many examples in this kinde; fo, on the Contrary, we 
fhall finde them bleffed that let God chufe their Governor in chief 
But further. Remember that Samuel was mjftaken in the per (on (a- 
mong ft Davids brethren)fit forGovemmentjhow much (ooner may we 
be miftaken ? How many have been lifted to chief Governors places by 
kindred, by unadvifed multitudes, by fraud, by force, by eloquence, 
by beaaty, by hypocritical pretences j Therefore I pray you fufpeft 
your own hearts, lean not to your own wifdoms; for although C#- 
ftom have overftadowed Truth from our view, for a long feafon, (fo 
' *k*t Truth looketh fo ftrangely, now we fee ir, that we can hardly bie- 
leeve it is Truth,Jyct now I pray you let us own Truth , left, if he de¬ 
part again out of our fight, we fhall not know him again: Therefore 
'I pray you feek after Gods Rules of Truth, take his counfel Who Jhall 
be our chief Governor , and this benefit will certainly follow, The good 

and bleffitd Spirit of God Will rojl upon that man. 

Next concerning lot/, this is a way that God himfeif preferibed 
(though atfome morediftance) as appeareth i Sam. Goddireded 
Samuel that the people ftould chufe their chief Governor this way, 
namely,by lots-fyy which way theLord(and not the people)did appoint 
their Ru ler: And Samuel no doubt had refpeft to (jods prescribed 
Rule, Deut, 17. Thou Jhah make him King Whom the Lord thy God 
fhad chufe : whereby it appeareth evidently, that Samuel fo under¬ 
stood Gods will in that Scripture, that there was a clear difference 
between God chufing a governor, and the peoples chufing a governor; 
therefore he chufeth a governor by lot, wherein and whereby God 
chufeth: therefore Gods direction and inftitution is, that God Jhall 
chufe: This is mofl for Gods glory, and for the peoples greatefl fafety. 

Lots are Gods own Ordinance, as appeareth in many places, Jojh.7, 17. 


1 


That tidlt dud Truth may meet togethe 


So Jojbua reft UP tarty in the moruin 
Tribes, and the Tribe of Judah was taki 


tsfnd 


l 


Ifrael by 


34 ? 


brought the f 


he 


t 


)f Judah, and tool ^ the family of the Zar kites, and he brought 


iy of the Z or kites, man by man, andZabdi Wat taken : And 


ight his houjhold, man by man, and Ac ban Wat tak> 


God 


could have (hewed to Jojhua , who was the man, fo well as he (hewed 


offence; but he caufeth Jojhtta to enquire 


preferibed 


difficult cafes God ordained that people ftould enquire his minde b 


lots: and this Samuel knew, and therefore he enquirethGW/ 


Z 


by lots, in this very cafe of government; this was never repealed 


thisday ; for God is notyea and nay, God is not contrary or oppofite 


his own Rules: This is certain.it is better and fafer for people to be 


dire&ed by God to chufe the man; yea .although God for our fin ftould 


be 


hands 


angry with us, yet even in thofe caufes it is better to fall in 
ds or 6W. then into the hands of man: and this David well 


fidered* when hechofe to fall into the handsof God, and not 


hands of man: But further we may obferve. That this was the ufual 


way (namely, by lots) that the people took, to enquire Godt minde 


ighty and difficult caufes,. as appeareth, Jofb. 18. 6 . I will cajl lots 


for you here be 


And Saul ft 


e before t 

aid, cajl 


Lord ; thus Verf. 8, i o. read i Sam. 14. 4 »- 


than Was taken: Here we may fee that God 


and Jonathan my fon, and Joua- 


dctermination , and this was a way to avoyd 


and gave a true 


Read 


fat he 


And they ca(l lots, both [mall and great, for thehoufe of 


what Gods 


3 




7 


this ufe of lots was to (hew 


to prevent all jealoufies or indirect means, 


and to prevent ftrife. Read Nehem. 10.34, We cajl lots for tbe.offie 


in os of the wood, even the Priejls, the Levites, and the People. Read 

O / ft • 1 f • r _ J /«» 


Jonah 1.7. And they faid every one to his fellow, come and Jet us caji 


Jots 


cajl 


\y know for Whofe caufe this evil is upon us ; fo they 
he lot fell upon Jonah : By this it evidently appeareth; 


:hat the people m weighty cafes did enquire to know Gods minde this 

,vay, namely, by lots. .... , h .\. 

Secondly,We may obferve,ThatGod doth anfwer the people this way 

Thirdly, We may obferve,That the lot did not err, nor fail to ftew ; 


h i. 


that which the people fought to God for. Read Att.i. 24- And they 


prayed, faying. Thou Lord , which knoWefl the hearts of all men, Jhew 
Whether of theft thoubaffi chofen, Verf.26* And th<Jg*ve forth their 


r 


V3 


lots , 


1 * 








• * 


Qffo . 'EnietvWMmityAttht'Gtoy'ty &i t 

u\rt*i lct f* U M MfittbLu. , Thisdh6weth, 'thaildft wtre^t 

*ooliIhed, but they arc- now of. the fame ufe that they were-under rh* 
Law ; this is an example of the Apoftles, men in an extraordinary mea 
fare guided by thegood and holy fpirit of God; and this was written 
no doubt for our learning ; this was and is a dear and evident direftidn 
in the very cafe of governors, for the Apofiles were Gods En&affa. 

dors, his own WitntflTes, they were the Pen-men of the holy Scrip 

*“ ret r this matter was an eminent and a Weighty matter, thev ch 

but one of two j The lleafon is evident, becaufcthe nature of their 

caufe required nomore. . .. * 

Firft, B:caufe not any amongft all, although holy, would ferve thev 

JJ??** a? that had b J ™ the raoft notd to **T-witnefTesof what 

^sJhemK ’ *" df0tl " t tiKJ ■ rWn '*«*** 

™ e ApcftIes werc P refcnt thar had in HMh fbirlt, ‘ 

T^rdly Thls aure diffirni from the Governors of aCommoLeahh, 

beciofe GW in his wifdom ordered the Governors of a Common, wealth 
to be chofen by 6Wout of all the people: and I do conceive / with dm* 


I 


do conceive / with due 


•and humble refpeft to thofe that (halt fee Godsm^^T^ 

xhat. 4rOjthe fafeft wav to follow the moft dint^ and evident Wes 

f (efenbed, owned, and Wtfled by GW, in the fame cafes: Nowicevi- 


^ntly apn^rerh that the Pronhet Samuel (di reded immediately bv 

that means God did fully chufe (according to Deut. 17. tomah'hiJL 
ovornor whom the Lord didchufe immediately) m this very cafe of 

r ° f ‘ Comn ^ M i ff. in this cafe, this prtfi. 
fKnon that Cm faw meet lobachnf governor ; This m not afiont 


T 

abo 


the 


ofgovetnatem ;%£* 

tprof that matter God fbewed his ininde by before, ^xorilv 

VviCneOiogagainft the form of government by Kings : but this was a 
Kule to fbew how God is faid to chufe the nerfon that* he* r»*i, _ 


Severn: I leave it to the confident iorvof 


godly 


Fwm thcfe places before mentioned firft, 1 obfctVe, That it bldihlt 

aftd deariyappeireth, that lots were ordamed by Cod, and Thar nnJ 

owned thernybccaufe GW'truly appealed, and truly gave onfwti 1 bv 
th«n, and breaufe that (/WblefTed this way of his aWndevitfmr. ^ 

Secondly, I obferve. That the lot (when mencaft thetnfelvSi or re¬ 
ferred themfclves, whoJy to, or upon qod t iafuch cafes) did'Uever err 


That Peace tptd Truth may meet together: £$>1 

if always gave a true direction, a true determination in aH Miighttt 
caufes: Search tfeeScfipturefr, and it cannot be found, that the lot ever 

ertpd. Let not asfear therefore to chufe our chief governor by lotfan 
Ictuspot doubt, (Wisthofome unchangeable God, yeftevday, and tty 

tUjiaud the fame for ever? Will noC this Way compofe all • our ' 

cnees/ Will it not heal all diftempers?' Will not this way end all our 

ffrifc? Will not this way keep out all Wolves, and Foxes, and other 
beads of prey / Shall** rretr we by this way return again to the Lord? 

and by thismean^iWfhailbe Our King^ his Laws our guide ; by\thb 

means we fliall obtain a man from the Ldrd, and we fliall brbkf&d, 

and Peace arid Truth fliall meet together; and fo fliall we have fudges] 

in fome proportion, tot at the firfl, and CounfclUrs as at the btginning ,, 
at\fi We (ball be called a frit bfttl City. ,, , 

>. Thirdly,, Let us retnember the great cjfufon of blood that hath been 1 
fbed^and the great-envies ^ hatred,.mahcc, that is at this day reigning, 
in the Land; Is it not in every Country, in every City, in every Palifh'A 

Nay-, there are but a few Families (coinpararivily) where thcreare not 

fomc breaches about this matter • and what the iffue will be, the Lord> 
knOwcth : If therefore there be any bowels of pity, if you love Goi* 
glory, if you be lovers of peace and truth, then fear,not to truft irt God 
in thii matter, God is not changed* Do we not truft our' Souls with 
Godd andfball we not truft God with our Bodies / The Lord give Us* 

under ftanding. 

And now I ftlal fpcak a word to the third way of chufing Governors, I 
it is faid in fundry places of Scripture that when the people had for* 
gotten, or caft behind them, Gods Commandemcnts, yet even When' 

they earnef ly fought Gods helpe , Gods counfell , thin GodjUrred or 
raifed them up a Saviour , or Deliverer,. The way being not fo’ 
plaiucly deferibed, where we may take notice of the peoples negli< 
gence .iii not fcCking to God for Governors • for at fuch times when 1 
the people committed fuch wlckedneffe, C we fliall ufually find that ) > 

the State or Common-wealth, wcu vacant of a chiefe governor'. Read' 
Jildg 5.7. So the children of J Jr at t, did wickedly in the fight of thv\ 
Lrrd. Vcr 9, And When the children of Ifrael crycd unto the Lord,’ 
the Lord, ftirredthemupa Saviour , and be favtd thtm.’W cr. 10; 
and the Spirit of the Lord came upon him and te judged • Ifrael ; We 1 
rmy note here, that the people were negligent in inquiring* ] of God be¬ 
fore their dijlreffe, for a chiefe Judge, the jlAte nuu empty, And WO 

may note that till tfcyfought rhi Lord) God fufftredthertUo beaf* 

' Aided, 










ifs Pndeavers Aiming attke Gf&ry of God, 

Aided, but when they cry unto the Lord , when they do cleave lo th 

Lordt the Lordtdievcth them and (he weth to them mercy chi* way, 
namely by flirting them up a chiefe governor . And further we may 
note, that when God pututh hie Jpirit eminently in fetch a ferfon , 
then hejttdgeth Ifrael, no doubt but the Spirit of God came upon him 
m fome extraordinary manner. Read Jud. 3. n. Then the children of 
Jfrael againe committed Wickedneffe in the fight of the Lord. (This 

was after the death of their former governor) Ver.i f. esfnd when the 

children of Ifrael cryed nnto the Lord % the Lord flirted them etp a 
Saviour ,&c. Jud.4. The children of Ifrael againe committed wickeet- 
nejfe.Vc r.j, tAnd the children of Jfrael cryed unto the Lord: and we 



may there read how the Lord (hewed them favour by ftirring up a Sa¬ 
viour. Where the Man was nominated that was their leader by the 
prophetefs Debora, but Debora at that time judged Ifrae /.Ver.4. And 
fo Debora by Gods appointment ,1 believe, judged Ifrael to the day of her 

Death. 

The next was Gideon, Judges 6 . He was immediately ailed, con¬ 
cerning divers Judges it is not fo exprefly noted, after what manner 
God A tr red them up. Whether it was by immediate Revelation, or by 
Prophets direction, or put his Spirit into their hearts, and made them 
to be notable and eminent deliverers of the people. In all fuch dubious 

cafes, thefafeft way is to follow the moft evident, and dear Rules, 
Wherein, and whereby,God doth moft evidently preferibe, own, and 
bleffe. Now confider, that Gods immediate all is dear without all 
doubt,and chufing Governors by lot, is evident, and dear, to be a way 
that God himfelf preferibed.and the lot never erred. 

The third wiy is more dubious, yetldarenotoppofeit, where 
God raifeth up a man,and maketh him an eminent deliver of his Church 
and people, if the people in fuch a cafe chufe fuch a man to govern 
them, cod may blefle it, this way is left recorded in the facred Scrip. 
/*rr/,and we find that thus far God bleffcd this way’, that hee made 
fuch Men (Co raifed up,or ftirred up by ood )to become faviours , the 

n‘ 




with peace in their dayes, this is the neareft way next to the former, 
but in any wife take heed not to efttblifh government by fucceffton, 
from Father to Son,we have tailed deep of the cup of affliction in this 
kind. The Father a good man, the Child ochcrwife, the Father hold¬ 
ing one opinion, and the children another, this plainely appeareth from 
the Divine Records in the/acred Scriptures , and by the lat cfad ex¬ 
periencetja this kind. w e 
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That Peace and Truth may meet togetke 


1J3 

We may plainely fee the bittter fruits the people reaped, by Govern¬ 
ment from^Father to Son, if we confider and compare the fruits by 

Judges, with the fruits that the people reaped by Kings, which fuc* 
ceeded by fuccefTion; Note well, that the Government had continued 
from Mofes to Samuel , which was many hundred years,many vene¬ 
rations ; and yet we fee God foblcffed thefe fudges , that ( came not 
in by fucceffion, but ) were by God appointed where he faw meet, 

Read I Sam.9.%. And the fervant anJ\Vered Saul againe and faid, 
behold J have found about me thefourth part of a flicktll of fiver 


(which was about five pe 


) 


man ofQod to tell us our Way : note well the plainnefie, and godly 

humility, of the Judges in thofe times, that would accept of live 
pence. 

- Note likewife, that in a fhort time when the Government . wmf 


by fucceffton 


j * - 

to Son , the cafe was altered, we may 


~ --- o • ' «5>-— 

rich gardens , a thoufand Wives and (foncubh 
of Char its and horfes , thefe things were d 1 red 
mandements, Deut. 17, Inanywijc bee pjall 
Horfes, neither fiiall hee tak 


built Jlately houft 


— — 

ly overtoped 


h fiver and gold : but 


Pi all he g 


»fK 


18,19. namely, Cods Lawn , that fo their hearts lliould not be lift 
up : but thefe Lawes would not hould them, their hearts were above 
Gods Laws; God warned the People of this, the 1 of Samuel,but the 

l i eople would not hear till, they cryed out under Rehoboam by reafon of 

their oppreflion, I believe a door -Keeper would not now accept five 
pence. 

Dearely beloved Fathers, if you fiiould confent to government by 
fucceffton , it might be /lift with God , to let their hearts be lift up 
like to Rehoboam , that God might make their little finger bigger then 

the former Kings lo) ncs, the Father chaflifed us with rods, but the 
Son may with feourges. I pray you therefore let us have pliire,humble, 

blcffed Judges as at the firfl ( not chofen by (nccejjion j but as in ti e 

beginning. 

I fhall now from thefe confiderations make one general propofition 
(and humbly lay it down at your feet, dearly beloved Fathers) which 
is, Confidering the fad and lamentable envy , emulations, firife, differ - 
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1 5 4 Endeavors aiming at the Cj lory of God, 

wees, that have been, and are at this day in the Nation } may it not be 
meet, fokmnly, after an extraordinary manner, to humble our felves, 
and rocry nntoour GtJfot dire^ton who flwll be our governor? It 
may be,before the time ( which you fet apart forthts occafiqn j bee 
expired, God may reveal hisminde in fome extraordinary mirwer • buc 
if God appear not, then let us within fbtue little cooperate time, 
(before the time be ended, which God dire^eth you to fet apart for 
this work) proceed to chufe by lot * It is a fafeway, it is away ood 
h:mfelf prt feribed, it nevererred » Will it not be a way to remove 
all yealsufies in6Juhtleries, and to compofe all differences, and to pwc 

an end to all fir if € ? But, dear Fathers. I pray you however, in feme 1 
convenient tune, chufe fomc one chief Governor, eminently known 
for courage and for piety, and give him all the An*/#/ power that •od 
in his wifdomc, gave unto JoJhtta s and to ocher laafud governors • 
This will be 3 way for Gods glory,, and for the peoples (lor us yotjr 
childrens ) fafety, and comforts, for GW/ Wifdome is infinitely be u 
yondall mans inventions. I pray you let us not have a Titular Go- 
vernor , if you fliall not tbinn meet to condefcend to any of thefe 

wayes, 1 know whom I truft; and I hope I fhall (hew my felfe obe¬ 
dient,in all lawfuU matters, to fiich as God, and you, fhall fee meet to 
appoint, and I fliall not ceafe to entreate God fo to direft you with 

hi sgeodandbiefftd Spirit , that you may do that which is well pleafine 
to him. r ^ 

Now I conceive it will be meet to fpeak fomething touching thofe 

Governors inferior to the former, which are for the glory of God, 

for the tafeof the chit ft Governor , and for the Peoples eafe and 
comfort. 

Now again I look upon the moft glorious,perfe<T,and beautifull frame 

oiGovernmeHt, which the blefTed Angells do, (and the el ell children 

of God fhall Jctj/oy to all eternity. Where I find one blefTed God, the 
governor, and the reft all appointed and diftributed into their fevemll 
places by the power, and wifdom, of that blefTed God. This leader!* 

to conceive, that God proportfonethhis Works, like unto hin> 

ltlf, for fo God did in the Creation of the World , and the creatures 
therein, g od made one man governor of all the creatures upon Earth, 
ana that man named the Creatures, and difpofed other matters:it had 
bm mans happintffe ( provided that cods glory had bin maintained) 
tharth 'government of the World, might have continued in, and ac¬ 
cording to that lovely order. Secondly, cod made that one man in 

his 
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TLitPeaae yndTrttth may meet together. 

his owne image, like to;him(clfe, and I believe we fhall finde i 
God compofed, or framed the government of his Church,and People, 
infome proportion like to the frame of the Heavenly Government: 
my time will not admit to fpeake much of that bleffcd Spirit of 
God, part whereof God did communicate, orbeftow upon Mofes, 

and fb Let him reprefent his place, fo far as might ftand with Gods 
glory, that is fo far as Mofes might be fubjeft to Gods Commando* 


menu , for therein God referved 
the 

to TSods Cotnmandementt 

ceede 



>f the World* Yet hee was fub/eft 
m thefe confiderations 1 fhall pro* 


When Sod, in thofe fir(l andpnrefi times did appoint the difl 


°fg 


recorded thus, Exod 1825. tsfnd Mofes chef 


men of courage out of all Jfrael , and made them heads over 
Rulers over tbossfands , Rulers over hundreds, Rulers over fft 
and Rulers over tens. 


finde that God gave Mo !< 


appoint the qrvtrnors 


were 


Which 




do believe, doth undoubtedly belong to all good rover 
nor/, beingfbiefc governors, oncly this i8 to be flonfidcred, that thi 
Pc >ple here were neire to Mofes, fo chat Mefes knew many, oral 
of theim Therefore 1 believe that God, that is the God of wifdeme 
art of Order, wiil allow, that where People live further 


chiefe rev 


know all the 


lurcher off from him , and therefore cannot 
qualifications, andfitneffeof rr.enfor government , in ft 
doth much differ; buc Mafes mud ( J meane the chief 


whofe dwelling: 


mult doiibtlefl’e ) approve of all governors under hin 
for Gods glory , and for the Peoples good, eafe, 

There muft be no inferior governor that he approvei 
would be directly againl't the frame of the Heavenly g 
againft the expre[[r letter oftkefe fir ft, and pnre(l ihft 
Mofes muft, I meane the cbiefegovernor muft, chu 
(ifit be portable with convenience) thechiefe ne: 

f thmfands , this moll nearclvi 
God chofc Mofes , and Mofs chofe the 


thstgoverne 

d comfort; 
not, for that 


And 


1 


* 

Pro fide at. 

the words are exprefle, and I dare not alter them j I dare not prefer 
my wifdome, befor t Gods Wifdome. nor dare I add. Dor diminifti. 
to or from Gods Prefcriptions 


fifties | and 


reft of the Rnlersof hundreds 

may be chofcn proportionable to this prefident 
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15 6 Endeavors aiming at the glory of God, 

(provided 'that the chiefe Governor appiove of them.) 

Now that this way, is mol* for Gods glory , and the Peoples 
good, appeareth, if we confider that government diflrikuted re- 
fembleth, or fupplieth that deleft of man j who cannot be every 
where prefent, nor here all caufts ( for otherwife they all reprt- 
fent but one intire, and ibfolute governor) therefore God appoin¬ 
ted one chiefe namely Mofts . like to himfclf j but through 

the occafion of mans weakenefe, to fupply that defeft, God fuftet eth 
the Government to be dirt ribticed. 

Secondly, it appeareth that this is the bed way, that the chiefs 

'• governor fhould appoint^or at the leaft approve ) the reft, becaufe 

theWifdome of God faw meete it fhould be fo, as is exp re fly re • 

. corded. 

, Thrdly, confider that it doth ftrengthen, uphold and ]knit to¬ 
gether the whole flame of Government, forces united are the 
ftrongeft. 

Fourthly, it doth prevent divifions; and may be a meanes to re¬ 
forme abufes, when inferiour governors are offendors, thus God 
when he feeth his Lawes broken, doth remove, and punifh delin- 
querns. For if you fhould admit of governors againft the minde and 
approbation of the chiefe governor, it muft needs follow , that that 
State fo doing, muft be corrupted, divided, or fore fhaken, and 
endangered,in fhort time j for let but ®ods Lawes take place, and 
then the governor in chiefe is fubjeft alike with the reft, and the 
reft afting for God, have power to punifh him, becaufe God is 
their highefl governor, and they muft obey (Sod although it bea- 

gainft the chiefe of men. Therefore tf.e danger cannot be great 
thereby,but on thecontrary.it is for Gods glory,tnd for the peoples 

good, that the chiefe governor fhould appoint,or approve of the reft, 
at the leaft. 

Fifthly,, it will appeare to be Gods appointment t by the Records 
in • he facred Scriptures , not only in the firfl institution ( which is 
the beft, and the fureft ) but alfo in the continued praElice of chiefe 
governors , ill along, from time to time. This appeares Iojbua i, 
17. we obeyed Mofes in all things fo We Will obey thee , but Mofes 
had the authority , to appoint governors j therefore Iofkuah ad fo, 
and it appeareth d y/o/hua his aftings afterwards. 

Thus we may reade that Saul , and David, did appoint^wrr- 
nors, recorded in many places, and fo did the governors , and the 
Kings of Ifratl and luda. j 
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That Peace and Truth may meet together. i$y 

I (hall refer thefe matters to the confideration of tfte godly, and 
of the learned , if any luft to be contentious ; I drive not to 
contend, but contend to bee quiet. and feeke for Peace , and 

Truth . 

And now I conceive it is requifite to fpeakc a word , touching 

the Lawyers.Gods La wes if we obferve them well, are pithy, and 

lhort, they are contained in a little roome,ifwe fubftraft the Hiflo- 

ricall matters, ( or matter which fhew Gods aftings, and mans 

actings, which are not fo properly Lawes, but rather fhew Gods 

glory, and mins convcrfacion ) from the direH Commandements of 

god j in what a little volume , would Gods LaVces be contained ? 

which fheweth the purity , and excellency of them, of Code 
LaWes. 

The Lawes of fome Countries containeg>?4f Bookes or Volumes in 
companion of Gods Lawes , many Lawyers looke much upon the 
Letter of the common LaWes , I would there were many more look¬ 
ed faithfully to the true meaning ofthofe LaWes, contained in the 
Sacred tVord of God, We reade but little of other Lawes, during 
the times of the Iudges of lfrael j I do believe that the multitude of 
LaWes did originally faring, from the iniquity of the Lawyers , and 
from the iniquity of the People, fcarce any words were fufficient, 

fo to exprefle the truth, but either the Judge, or the Lawyer,or the 
People,would break through the Law ;I believe *here is juft caufe 
offorrow, and of (hamc, to conGder it. 

The beft way (that I know J to reforme this, is to keepe clofeft 

to the true Origin all, which is the mofl true, perfe (l ,and clear rule, 

and is the rule of all rules j becaufe all other rules,are but derivatives 
from thence. 

Doubtleffe our Lawes ought to be as few as may be 1 , and thofe 
Lawes diftributed into fuch feverall places, where the People dwel, 
fuch as do concern thofe People, in thofe parts, for the Peoples eafe, 
and comfort. 

Secondly, (he Lawes ought to be in our oWn language , fo as the 
People may reade, and obferve them j becaufe God doth afford that 
benefit to the People, in the giving , and publifhing his Lawes, 
which are of the mod excellency. And if we confider the end why 
Iudges were multiplied, as Gods glory, was the chiefe, fo likewife 
the Peoples eafe.and comfort is exprefted .* fo ought it to be in thofe 
Lawes that ar e branches of Gods LaWet, as Gods glory is the higheft, 
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and (rue end of them, Co like wife the Pedplcs cafe and comfort, 
by, and ftomthem, is to berefpefted, A great helpe, both for 
Cods glory,and for the Peoples comfort, is (o have^W, tnd faith- 
full Iudget • for fuch will not( fo much)feeke themlelves, ( which 
is trucly to deftroy themfrlves ) as they will fceke Gods glory, and 
the Peoples good. Thefe things have bin mightily perverted, yet 
God hath not left us without hope, but that God will report fudges 

m at the fir fraud comm ft lien, at at the he ginning, then fhali We be cal¬ 
led a City of rightetufnefe, afaithfull City. 

What ever 1 have written in this little Books or Treatife • I doe 
and have onely propounded to theconfideratfonofallyou that do 

love, honor , and feare the true andevtr living god, who is bleffed 
for ever, I doe humbly ( with all due rclpeft to the godly and to 
the learned) acknowledge,I am but a Weakffraile man,( of my ftlf) 
I may erre; therefore if any man can, and will fliew we any error 
(provided that they bring the authority ofGedtSacredfVord ac¬ 
cording to the plain and fincere meaning of the ble(fed Spirit of God) 
I hope, God will give me a heart, willingly (not conflramedly ) 
to acknowledge any error j I ever held it as a principle, that wee 
cannot pleafe Cod better , ( nor bring mote true honor, ard fafetj, 
to our (lives ) then by httmble unfeigned and Willing acknowledge¬ 
ment of any of our error/ , in feme proportion futab/e to cur offences. 

Receive nothing from me, further then you finde it agreeable to 
Scripture, But this I fay,that in whatever I have hire in this Books 
written,! have fee tiod alwayes in my fight, 1 knowing that! am 
ever in his fight, to whom I muft give account for what I have 
written. I account k to be a matter of no fmall moment ro write 
anj Boothe, neither had I written, if 1 had not believed cod called 
me to it, (of my fdfc I can do no good matter,)but this J do believe 
that in this writing contained in this Botfre, I am ftrengthened, pro* 
lifted and guided by thegoodand ble(f(d Spirit of the true and ever- 
living God, To whom 1 defirc to acknowledge and give,is is eoJs 
due, and-my duty, all praife, and ferwice, g/try, and honor , and 
power , becrufeood is worthy of it, for Ik* hath ere ated all things, 
and for his Wills fake,they are, and have bin created. Rev. 4.11. 

Now beloved, and approved Commandtrt , and Sou Idlers, you 
that have bin helpers of the Lord againft the mighty, although 1 have 
not made mention of your Names in this little Treatife, yet you are 
in my eye ai men of precious cfleeme > and (o I believe you are in 

cods 


Thft Voaco and Truth may meet toother, i fp 

cods accotnpt precious, ( I meane inch as nut <>: >>■. dj 1 zoale, and 
true love have afted inthefe Wa is, of whicn fort • 1 b ..eve) there 
are many amongff your Army ) may I nor account you amongft 
I )avidt worthies ? yes, 1 believe, I may .* and further, 1 believe, I 
may truly fay that many of you. Revet, 11.27. Are Written in the 
Lambt booke of life, and chat you. Ver.24. Are of the people that 
{ballbo favedand Walks in the light of it, Ver.l. That new Heaven, 
Ver. 7 . That holy City, that new lerufalem, god himfelfe frail be 
your God withjou,\ct(.^ eyfnd God. frail Wipe a Way alltearet from 
jour eyes, and there frail be no more death', for the fir ft things are 
paffed, Cha 21.12. oAfnd behold /come frortly, faith cod, andmy 
reward is With me,to give to every man, ai hie works frail be. Ver.14. 

Ble(fed are they that do hit (fonsmandement / , that thei r right may be 

in the Treoaflife. Ver. luHe that it righteeut let him be righteous fill, 
and he that is holy, let him be holy Still, 

Have you been co-afters in fighting Gods battellt f and (bould I 
or my Pofterity, be for get full, that you, many of you, haveboenea 
meanes , that We enjoy Gods Word freely preached, and that We Jtill 
enjoy Gods [acre d Word in our own Language, and that We are not 
forced to boW doWn to dumbe Idols , to Idolatry , and that We are not 
cafl into thofie dark* $ in ferable, noyfome , golgotha's, thofe placet 
Which have bin the acjlruElion of thousands , where no eye could fee, 
or freaks to them , to pitty them , where they have bin murdered out 

of the view of men j I meane thofe accurfed imjuifition Houfet, This 
comfort only they had ( which thole workers of iniquity could not 
take from them ) that there Was one open place, Where the bright 
andbeautifalleye (like to the eye of the Morning when the glorious 
and brighteft Sun appearcth ) the eye or the bleffed god, and their 

Maker, looked clearely upon them , and vouchfafed to feme of thofe 
poore prtfoners of hope , to looks upon him alfo ; have not you godly 
Sottldicrt , bin a means, to redeem us the prop/e of England! had 
we grace to fee it, to acknowledge, and bethankfull for it) from 

th&tEgyptian bondage, a corrupt forme of government, wherein we 
Landt, Beaflt, and vAffet, were left as inheritance, from the 
Father to the, fuppofed, Sonnes, the Father of one Religion, th« 
Sonne of another, did they not run, and ride, with fury , and all 
poffible fpeed ( horfe and man) from generation to Generation to 
feize upon us, thus entring in at Windowes, backydooresjutd in By 
pathes,they (too often ) proved, in. fkeepes clothing, and the bleffed 



















itfo Endeavors turning a t the Glory of God, 

Spirit of God was not given unto them, and they kept the People 
from true Shepherds,men oFGods fending,upon whom the good and 

hie fed Spirit of God would have retted. 

I ftiould much admire, that all men ftiould not joyfully fee, and 
acknowledge (o great deliverance, and falvation \ wets it not that I 
confider Cjods righteous judgement* for fmne, and alfo confident 


prevalent cuft 


ftill 


fore loaded ? and yet being acculf omed to beare burdens, 
even contented, orlooke no higher, they keepe j'ogging 


> go out of their pace, nor out of their accuftomed 
fometimes be up to their bellies in mire, and dirt. 


where becaufe 
'ntent, and I 


of times quick motion, I muff leave them to their content, and 
and my houfe will ( by Gods gracious afliftance ) freely , joyfully 


It hearty praife hie ft 


and deliverance for our froedome, and better 


f our protettton falvation 


dearcly beloved, godly Souldierx , bin ufed by God 
, to accomplilh the precious promifes of Godfrccox 


ded, concerning Eabels fall, corrn 

and ftiould I forget you ? No verily 




cvernment , and 


believe 


governor*) 
the genera- 


ftiall have caufe to blefle God 


ry /ball be hie fed j timesquick motion, bids me ( unwillingly; 
to forbeare, and becaufe ( I conceive; I fhall never more in this 
World fpeake of you, or to you, inthiskinde, till I believe, wee 
fhall very fhortly meete (though < f our felves unworthy , yet 

through the free and abundant mercy of God , in Chrifl,) with joy 

full heart t, before God and his blefled Angells, with whom, we 
(hall be, and never more be feparated to eternity : this (pan of time 
halleneth, and fhorteneth, our glade runs apace, as fwiitly as the 
Sun runs round the World ; when our workc is done, come Lord 
Jefux, come gracioujly, and ejuickly. Therefore 1 fhall at prefent 
conclude my fpeech to you, Revel, i a. to, ( being fony that I have 
not opportunity to fee the faces of many of you, and to rt/oyce 
with y> u lor all the great God ( by you - hands.; Numb. 2 a. 


/hall be faid, of 


Ifrael. 


aththe Lord wrought l j Then I heard a londe voyce, faying, 
falvation, and flrength, the Kingdome of our God, and the 
f his Chrifl, for the accufer of our Brethren is call dotonr. 


him by the blond of that Lambe 


W 

the 
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the word of their testimony , and they loved not their 
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Verf.I.a. Therefore rejoyce yee Heaven/, and yet that efoell 


tn 


them. 


And now beloved Countreymen, let me fpeake a word to you 
may 1 not fay ( to many of you ) with Jeremy , O that mine eye 

ye ere a Fount aim ofteares, that 1 might voeept day and night forth 
iniauity oftheTeople f is it poflible, that after iuch cleare, evident 
ana wonderfuli gracious workes, and aflings , of our good God 
fin thefe very times ; that any rationall man fhould be fo fa r lec 


and prejudiced, that he mould 


and thank 


fill 


and 


Jlrumtnts of fo great deliverance t it is poflible, forfomi 
out, Oh the King , the King is gone, ( isfo great pompe 


they cry 


to deflation, in one houre; /others, they would have all op 
( openly manifefted jto be tolerated under pretence of liber 1 


of.con/cience; others would have thssr owne obtmons, ar 

to be tolerated, that they may lord it over their make 
Others they fpeake with a double heart as David tooke n< 


/hoots 


k! 


y 

Pfai.11. For they fpeake a 

ing they hate theft opinienifh 


they by this meancs , fhew ( too evidently by their fruits.'rhat this 
is but a cloake for their owne finnes, for under pretext of confor¬ 
mity,they (hoote at Government,tndgovernors, and in truth at thofe 
that are the humble,true and faithful/ fervantt of our God , at all fuch 

as are circumfpeft, and fear to offend God. 

I would fir If fay to them that unfeignedly defire todo Gods Will, 

though in fame matters , fome having larger talents then otheis, 
there be difference in their judgements, (although in many matters 
the difference being throughly, and ttutly conlidered, is more in 
fhew then in re all fub fiance ) : would you take the bed and fafeft 
way ? Then begin in the right manner, and place, labour to flreng • 

then, and encourage this prefent government, who, I believe, many 

of them, do humbly, cordially and unfeinedly defire to do g ids 

good Will ; woW ft and fill, and fee the falvation of God, proceede 

ie 3 ularly,pray earnefily to God tor them, that the good Spirit of bit 

nrace may leade them tnto all truth, for doubtlefie, in their peace 
o » r _! fc .. !_ ~ ~ic mnninp^ Let 


your peace 


profpenty 


government be thoroughly fetled, according to cods owne wayes 
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\ 6 i Endeavor/ timing At the glory of God, 

which(ifwe pray cameftly , and waike humbly with our GodJ I 
believe Cod will diredt them to eftablifli government , according 
to Gods mindejyou would have this iflued, namely What liberty 
fall!* grouted to (overall, or to all opinions , which is a matter 

nnpi ffible to be done, for much muft be left t o the judgement of 
Authority , (it cannot be avoided ) becaufe many opinion! doe 
not yet appear, and the Govtmors do not know their own hearts, 
before hand, I know this by wt 11 obfcrvedexperience, and could 
inflance in many cafes, but I forbear*. Therefore Joyne unanimouf- 

ly in this,re ft the , And to pray God fo to dirid our prefem gover* 
nets, thot tbty ntAj bt fo dir oiled by God, that they may difttrne, 
And follow thatVeay,for the calling of our Judge/ into thtir places■, 

thdt God both preferibed, owned and bltffed\\ov this is the roote, 
from whence our greattfl fofety, under cod, confiftetb.Sucb Go* 
vtrnors , lent of God, I know ood will bldfe with his holy Spirit * 
and agree upon what you will before hand, it will be of little 
moment, becaufe it is not agreeable to cods proceeding^ a and if 
governort enter in at tho windows , and in by-pathe/, expedt bit¬ 
ter fruitt j god hath not promifed his holy (pint to fuch j let the 
experience recorded in Stripture, the fttre rule of truth, teach us 
this, fuch corrupted governors will be what they truclyare, and 
they will alter , breake through, and evade gods Laftes , much 
mote your agreements. Obferve we therefore c o d s Prcfidents, 
and Rules, cleave faft, and dofe to codj now obferve cod did 
firft fettl cgovernment, achiefe Judge, before hepreferibed Rules 
for Judges or People • Mofet was chofen before the Law was given, 
to direa both him and the People; therfore do not in the mean time 
breakout prepofteroufly. 

And now to all difeontents, whether through weakened, or 
malice, confider, you did run Well, you were coa&ors in the lAte 
tVarrt, what hindtrtth you ? you complaineof Taxations, and at 

the fame inllant,by your irregularities and gaine-[dyings, do not 
you unavoidably pull thefe charges, (in a great meafure; both up¬ 
on your felves, and U[ on us ? might not matters be quieted fooner 
and with lefle charge, did not you fo crookedly imagine cz/*V/w4t- 
ttrs ? you complaineof this government, in many things, both ur.- 
juflly and unworthily j but lam fure, we that feeke after peace, 
have true caufc to complaine of you, fo~ thefe matterst confide, 

will not the i(Tue prove bitter, and dangerous to your felves ? • 

beare 
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beare the burdens the more willingly, bepaufe they are the fruits of 
fini our governors doubtltffe they ftudy, how t o eafe, and helpe you, 
j«d us,and fhall we befo ungtatefull to ftudy evill againlt them t Con* 
fider I pray yoti that God hath divolved, and turned the government, 

let ns riot ftrive againft God, we fee it is not an arme ofpfi ; it muft 
not be, that becaufe you think that is good to have government fo, 
tnd I think it is better thus , and a third he conceiveth contrary to us 
both: in all thefe cafes it muft not, it ought not to be, what any of us 
think meet, further then what Gods counfell hath determined; which 
(I believejGod will guide this prefent government , whofe charge,and 
place it is,to dre& our courfe, and this I believe,? hat their hearts, and 
tares, are free, and open, to heart any regular, and lovtug conn- 
fell * for David faith he would he arc the advice of hisfervant. 

Dearly beloved Countreymen,I pray you ftudy to be quiet, we have 
had experience of the fad events of War , I do believe that it we have 
not profited, it is becaufe God hath yet greater ajjlittions to bring up¬ 
on us; labour to pray for, to uphold, and to encouraee this Prejent 
government, and our felves to waike evenly , and humbly with God, 
and I dare affirm it is the ncareft, the fafeft way,and beft pleafing to 
God, and the moft for our own comfort ; how ever I am much gtei- 

ved for many,efpecialiy for thofe malevolent inventors of evill things, 

becaufe they provoke wrath againft themfelves. , 

Now dearely beloved Fathers, the truely vertuous Generalis the 

Lord Generali Fairfax, and the Lord Lieutenant generall CromwiH, 

who though I never faw either of them, yet I know them by their 

oodly and graciojssaflings, for the glory of God, and for tbegoodof 

tu the people of England and for the good of onrpoflcrtty, cannotbut 
unfeipiedly lave them , how hath God ufed them as mftr aments to 
free ifrom tht miferabU bondage ? to them therefore and to the reft 
of thofe worthy and godly men, that now Govern this Land.xmy not 

thit which is recorded, befpohenof 

lies ale they fir etched forth,as Gardens by the River (,Je,as the tAlce 
Trees Mich the Lord hath planted, as the Cedars befidethe waters, 
Ver.8. God brought him out of ^£gypt, bts Strength fall be as an 

and faote them through with his arrows Ver. 9; 

luth doWne as ayong Lyon , and at a Lyon , who fall fir him up, 
bleffed be he that blejjeth thee,and cur fed bt he that curfeth thte ^^ 

* — " 











1^4 En dev ours aiming at the Glory of God, 

Dotcly.and urrfeintdly, beloved Futhert, fuller me to ufe a of 
exheriutien,{ Moftt often reneateth the fame things, knowing how 

uerfert A hi VT, IS ’ r how apt we ,re t0 fo, 8 et tho1 ' moft 

he hath made knowne himfelf to be a God, jealous of his glory, and 
wil not give his glory to another. Exod.ao.y. For lam the Lord tbt 

"?*/•»>GU • Exod.34. 14. Btc.ufe tbt Lord rthoft Numei 

* {"$■“ ’Y C^tmnt of tie Lord jour Gol Ver. 24. For tl, 
LordthjGodu .1 con fuming fre,& a )U Uu, Cvd.Chap.d.jl.Jof.M.ip. 

Iofiuu fmd, bttt an holy God , b, it a jtnhu, God, lee lill not far. 

t rz “pT'Zr T 'fr* /«m t ‘ht xvrd.ver.a4. 

And tbt Ptop/t fa,d unto Iojbua tbt Lord our God Mil »v fin,.and 

miZ’Zf' 7 ° h ' !, Kin f:' S> ' , °- E »3 9 - 1 U Rev.,. 13 . Intbt 
middtfl of tbt ft yen golden Candlejlieks , one like unto tbt Sonne of 

Z' C h 'i m ' h <0 <>•' feete , and girded abode 

tb, pap, with a golaen girdle. Ver. 14. Hu bead and bairt, were 

Snow > W h “ >rr re a, a flame of fire. 

Z f’f t'ZJM ""‘rk’.Kcu.zt.i 1. Behold /com, fhortl, 
andmjrewardu with met. Ver. 3 . f am Alpha andOmega the be- 

mZZ ‘ ‘” l Cr,H - R!4td ' h ’> ,h ‘" ^ h " Gommande' 

h “ U ‘ r • wl, ° raith exprefly wee 

counleH, the neglertmg this Rule is ( and hath been ) Zroo'te and 

Aw thole bleffed ru e, prefer,bed bp God , in th, firft, .ZfurU 

Ab'mJec* IS ir'fe, r ,r| d0, "a “ d Y - ty: no doubt » whtn lf™tl Me 

Icm ve n^'hv^ d8<K ', ' n t i’ eir ° wnc > ,fs * wl,cn theychofeto 

eyes. although „ brought the fierce wrath efCjodZn It whe." 
an? ^Z“u C ” ’ whcn Ihc f worlhipped fdol, 

their own, ept, , Therefore dearly beloved leant not tefrJZwf. 

dome. 
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dome , to your owne Jlrength , fofltW the Jlraight rules of Gods [acred 
Word , in the purejl manner and times, the mofl plainely deferibed, 
confider that government is of verj weighty concernment , prdceede 

warily with all diligence in the forme, and in the perfons; for that 
Babylon, that great City of corruptions is compared in,and by diforder 
corrupt governors & government is the very root of all her abominati¬ 
ons', And note it well,when Cjods Church [fall become a City of rightc- 
cufnejfe,a faithfull City , God tiameth this as the principall ingredient 
and caufe , namely, that they [ball have Iudges as at the firft, and 
counfellors as at the beginning. Obferve well that frame of that Hea¬ 
venly lerufalem, Rev.21.2. The holy City, the new Jerufalem,*Come 
downc from God out of Heaven , as a bride trimmed for her husband $ 
Note well in what a beautifnll and perfeft order fbe is proportioned, 
read the Chipter,fee there what bleflings came to the People, when 

good Qrder Commeth.Vcr.4. Then Cjod fl.ball wipe away all tearesfrom 
their eyes , and there [hall be no more death, neither [orro)X\ Vir.J. 
Andhee that fate upon the Throne faid,&c. Write,Ver. 6 . It is done. 
Jam Alpha , and Omega, &c. Ver. ir. Having the glory of (jod) 
and her [hintng W>as like unto aftone,mo[l precious, &c. 

Note I pray you, what a direft oppofition there is between the 
Babylon of cenfufton , and this City ruled , and proportioned by the 
Wifdome of god', you know that B*bellsToW>er brought confufon at 
the firft building, and from that day to this, that great Jlrumfet is 
corrupted, and defiled, by forfaking Gods blejfed Rules recorded, [be 

(lighted Gods Wifdome, [see Would not follows his Preemptions , but 
turned from God, and followed her oWne inventions. Therefore [bee 
not being trimmed at a Bride prepared for fuel) a glorious God, he be¬ 
ing jealous of his glory, doth give her a Bill of divorce, for her adulte¬ 
ry : let this ferve for to warn us to follow Gods Trefcriptions,his Rules 
and Treftdents recorded in the Word of truth . 

Note it well the maine end of the Creation 'of Heaven, Earth, 
Man and the reft of the Creatures , was, and is, that man may learn 
to fee the difference betweene Gods good government, and evi/lga ^ 
vernments ; betweenf Gods Wifdome contained in the [acred Rules of 
Gods holy Word,and between mans feeming better inventions,contrived 

by mans oWn wifdom. 

Is not this the lefion that God teacheth us from our cradle to our 

death l Obferve well, God letteth us fee the difference between his 

Government recorded and preferibed in his Word of Truth, and be¬ 
tween 
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tween the Devils Government, who is the Father of Ijet , Amongft 
the Nations of the World, God fuffers evil Governments and Govern 
nors I It is not becaufc he wantctb wifdom, power, opportunity, or 
goodnefs to reform fuch, but God teachcth man to fee the benefit and 
excellency of good Governors and Government, by letting them fee 
evil and corrupt Governors: We have a long and Urge experience, 
from S nm* r land from Mojes to this day,recorded for our in fir uR ion ; 

I pray God that we may now at length learn to profit,and to fet a high 

value and price upon good Government; proceed ewftly, let no Go. 
vemor enter into bis place,but purely through the door of Gods Word, 
follow thofe Rules mod purely and plainly prescribed by God 
himfclf. 

Gonfider what is the main, the very end of Gods gftings, and mans 
aftings, all our profpcrity, our fufittings, all our affliftioas • is not 
this the vety moving caufe, and the higheft end ? To teach us, that it i| 
fafeft, and mod for our comfort, that we fhould follow thofe Ruin 
prefcribed by God, without turning slide to any hand,or upon any pre¬ 
tence, and especially in this Weighty matter of Governors and Govern* 
ment j God looketh upon this with a wary and with a /cabas eye, h« 

knowing of what neer concernment it is, for his glory, and mans good; 

Therefore when the people went about but to alter the form of govern¬ 
ment by himfclf prefcribed, in what high contempt doth God take 
this ? He faith. That the people bed cafi God away fromgoverning and 

over them, in fo,doing. 

Confiaer. do but take away two things, namely, good Governors, 
and Gods good Rules of diieftioo,cootained in his facred Word, and 
this world, the people in it, would be turned into a confufid Chaos 
a heap of rubbifb, of ruinous deflations, much work then that Chios 
recorded GenA t When in,the boginning the Earth Wat voyd, and With* 
out form, and in darkneft Witnefs divers Nariaris that at this day have 
not Gods Laws, bisblefled Word to govern them, but have evil Go¬ 
vernor i in fuch plapes it is.ccttain and true, they do degenerate fo 
much from goqdnefi, chat the ft rongeft captivaceth and opprdfeth the 
weaker, and they do devout one another, yea, they fell mensflefli, and 
Womens, and childrens flefti, as we do buy and fill beef in thrfbambles. 
Dearly beloved, we are the very fame by nature, were it not that we 
fubmit to the Government of a good and bleflfcd God, and to his Laws 
and to his bfiffed Roles. Therefore now I pray you to fet a high price 
upon Government, good Government, for God lovech to befit)w the 

richeft 
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richeft and choyceft mercies upon thofe that valne thetrt according to 
their true worth ; he will not proftitute fuch rich jewel$,fuch precious 
favors, unto fuch a people as make light account of them, for jwine 
Will trample upon Pearls of thegreatefi value j but God giveth Grace 
to the humble, and to the thirfly by the hungry food is thankfully and 
gladly accepted, but the full loatheth the hony comb; Jfnel woe Wan* 
ton, they JlightedGods form of Government, and thofe good Goverm rs 
that Were the moft immediately appointed by God himfclf ; therefore 
God maketh them to fee the difference, he maketh them fervants to 
fait fir angers if) a ftrange Land, in hunger, and cold, and nakednefs t 
and opprefjed,andin the want of all things Lord teach us inftruftiof). 

Therefore now,dearly beloved Fathers , joyne all your hearts, and 
endeavours together for Gods glory, fet afide,caft behinde you,all com- 
her antes t all by -re(pells , tread under your feete tlxje fublunary mat - 
ten , incomparifon of Gods glory, the good of your Nation, the 
good of your felves> and of your ( and our ) pofterity : confiderthae 
Satan tempted our bb (fed Saviour with the feeming fhcwof thefe, 
empty, deceiptefull, deadly,lying Serpents, namely making a JIjcW of 

that to be found in Worldly honors, and preferments,which is not to be 

found iu them , if Satan laboured with Cbrifl ( much more with his 

Dxfciples ) to perfwade that thefe earthly things are more worth 

then Gods favour ; for the fhew of thefe, which were not his to give, 
laboured to draw fhrift from God ■ Therefore(in comparifon) caft be¬ 
hinde you, under your feet, thefe venomous Cockatrices Fgget of 
Worldly honors, let them not be preferred before Gods commands. For 

thefe deceiptfull Jbewes of thefe moment any vanities , do deceiptfully 
works too much upon our ajfellions , to leadc w afide ( out of that 
good way that leadeth to true blefjedntffe) into that broad path that 
many great and worldly rich men do Walke in, Which leadeth to certain 
DefiruUh n. 

I believe,amongft j'ou that now govern this Common-wealth, there 
are of Gods precious fervants , that do truely, and r.nfeignedly en¬ 
deavour , ana defire to do Gods Will; well then, here is a precious 
opportunity , for if you fhould fludy all your life, to do an aft well 
pleafmgto God, this is the very aft( being an aft concerning thefe 
worldly matters) that is acceptable to God; namely, to follow Gods 

choifefi Rules of dirt Hi on, {With all your heart, with all dtligencc)in 
the matter of the form of government,and the perfons to be governors, 
that fo gods blejfed Spirit may refi upon them. 

For 
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Fof confider that if you miftake, or tume afitje from Cods Com- 
mandemenrs, and To do miftake in the forme, and perfons, we arc un-' 
done,the glory and fplcndor of your labours are loft, for iftheperfon 

of our chiefe Governor be not chofcn exaftly, according to the choifefi 
/?«/>/,gathered out of the blefeJ, and good Word of our God, how (hall 
we, the People, lie dorvne and ref in peace , without trouble, and 
feare ? for we know that in by-pathes Wolves and Foxes do come 
into the Sheepfold, which although they fhpuldcomefoftly tous, as 
if they meant us no hurt, yet our hearts cannot be quiet, for Wolves, 
and Foxes, meanc us no good. Nay further, if they fhould come dif- 
®S\fc6\nfbetps clothing, fotjiacwe know them not by outward ap¬ 
pearance, yet if any fhould come in by any indirett means (which God 
forbid,) inthofe paths that thofe beafts of prey come in, certainly our 
hearts cannot be fccurely and contentedly quiet, becaufe we (hall look * 
back former experiences, recorded in the Scriptures, where we 

may finde, that fuch men as have attained to the places of chief Go¬ 
vernors, not in arvajof God, upon fuch perfonsGod hath not beft ow¬ 
ed his good ( but an evil) jpirit • and fuch perfons have proved to draw 
the people to ftn, and have been a means to bring the fierce Wrath of 

God upon the people. Therefore I do Itrioufly confefs (in the prefcrice 
of our glorious God ) that when I do confider the great danger, weight 
and charge of a chief Governors plait, I fee no caufe (in any worldly 
refpeft chat is truly real and fubftantial) why any man fhould com, de¬ 
fire, or thirft after it: but cotitrarily, confidering \\\e great charge of 

fouls, the great account they muft give to God-, for to Whom much 
many Talents are given, of them much jhall be required-, God is a 
jealous God of his honor: Confidering likewife the fhortnefs of our 
lives, being but even (comparatively) a moment; and confident 
likewife the danger that attendeth men in eminent places, they are fel 
in flippery places; and confidering likewife what diligence God requi¬ 
re th, and fc If denial, in fuch places; Tome it plainly appeareth, That 

a quiet or peaceable life ( With competency) is much to be preferred 
and is truly andJointly better , for a mans own comfort. . * 

A lofts and Gideon arc recorded in Gods Records for their humility 
and wifdom, and for that they looked upon places of charge, Gover¬ 
nors places, as being very weighty to bear, above their own abilities. 
Confider there forCy th3t if 3ny msn fliould 3tt3in Government in ix\y 
bq-paths, not being fenc of God, into what a deep, miferable, and 

woful cafe (for foul and body) fliould fuch plunge themfclres and fo 

many 
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many thoufan dt of Soules ? for .this undoubtedly J (hill e*pe& 
that where any doe attaine governors placet , pot according to 
cods Rules, that to fuch God Will not give his good Spirit*but 

rasher an tv ill, and a deceiving Spirit. Note 1 pray you, that al' 
though God Was of ended With the People , yet becaufe the people , 
followed Gods counfell , in accepting the ptyfon that God faW 
meete to Governe them , therefore the Spirit of God came upon 


the time that hee rightfully 


gne 4 i but prefer) dy 


When •odhadrejeded him from governing, jt isnoted, and re• 

corded, that an tvill fir it came upon him , though hee retained his 
place after. Therefore I humbly requeft you, lay afide all World 


ftrengtb 


f Cor «ods glory and 


h refpeth, in this cafe, and joyne all your ftrengtb , dili- 
gynce, and heart* t cheerefully and unanimously for «ods glory and 
the good of us your People , and of our ( and of your ) po- 

fieri ty. 

Remember, dearely beloved, how ofeen God doth repea tc theft 
infir unions, namely, that his People fhould diligently take heede, to 
obferve) and note his Ctmmandements, ( and meditate in them, day 
night, to doe and to obferve them ; how often doth God ad- 


t 


take heede, npt to add, nor dtminifb , to or fr 

'.A I t a J 


his CommandementJ f and not to turne aftde to the right nor left 
hand ? how many eminent examples hath God recorded of his an¬ 
ger, againtt fuch as have cafiaWay his fommandements ? and like- 


wifi.' his blejft 

followed thofe 
that thofe th, 


1 


that with the 


7 


■ft 


jes that God directfd j and our Saviour telleth US 
oe Gods fommandements , are like to the wife 


paflion God hath fliewed 


upon a Rock 


Confider 


tsiliens fi 


Ifrael of God • and 


by 


partiti 


ft the Promifes ; now God hath broken d 
all , and hath given us hope of falvation , 
trtakers of thofe precious promifes of Grace 


fi 


like to the balme of gilead j nod through his bitfed Sonne , and 
our Saviour, hath freely forgiven us our Ofencit ; and hath gi 
venunto us in allured hope of falvation- Remember then wha 

Chrifi faith, that if Wee love him, wee fhould keepe his Ccmmande 
ments. And confider, wee (hall get no benefit, by turning fron 


ft the Adorning 


nd go 


the face of the whole Earth, yet we fhall certainely finde 


Z 


that 



ijo bniWYi Mt0bg ttt tfoGlery ef Gad, 

thsctheWfc nb cod , like to our ooi , nor no *w/, or town- 

tiom *f Men t lo be compared with thofc mafl btautifull , and 
vtrftBVmei df dkf God. And notwichttimding that Ifrasl knew 
all th : s, vet ho# apt Were they, and how oben did they forfakc 

the #tort* and grekitsu <God , and rejefted hit Commandementsy 
And txefetrcd rA#** oKne Invention!, before (7#^ Command r* 

1 • ^ i ' arm A I V 4 rm /V% it fiU # U 


ntemt , and before 


5 /?(fed 


t 


©of) complained , that the Ox atkjtewledgta ** * w * lr » 

^ Mhjk* fritfr , //**/ «*t iHe Lord, 

their Gttiia tJ 

Confer whited <*od Have fjtokoh , «f dor* more unto iu, 

hte hMh itW his Vrtflxti rlfirts Up early, hee hath fet befofe tu 

life aad Dvith , tjnd and E trill, 'Profperitj and . Adi/erfity , 

Otd hlth fet before us an etemail Wight of glory , uQ”**' *f 
olon . cod hath given us, ( us unworthy fuch great and precious 
favours ) hope , nay fare hope , that we Hull foortly ( our gUfle 
runnes apace) fee God and enjoy him ( and the company of hi« 


bleffed 


aintt and Angtllt ) to Ml etmsitj , who is the Four *• 
d f eYfell ion of Ml goodly end Mfue the eye hath feene t or the 


heard, and Beyond what evtr entered into the heart of man 


conceive. 


Confider I pray you, that notwithstanding that lfrael knew 
many of thefe things, yet they forfooke theFountaine of living 
Wattn, in fo much that God faith of them, Efai. 48. 18. Ob 

that thou haddeB hearkened to my Coitsmundementt , then had thy 
profperity beene at the Flood , and thy righttoafneffe at the travel of 
the Sea, thy fetde alfo had beene as the Sand, that it numerous : 

and our blefled Saviour faith, Mat. 13. * 7 . O Jerafalem , lentfa- 


7 ? them that are fent 


del 0 late 


>ur blefled Saviour faith, Mat . 13. * 7 . v ferujatem , len 

, which killeB the P tophus , and ft one (? them that are y 
thee, hoK often won Id I have gathered thy Children togerl 
• Hen gat here th her chickens,under her Kings,and you Would 1 
38. Therefore behold your habitation [ball be left unto 

ttc* 

Jt ( Dearely beloved Fathers) I hope better things ofy 
hath ufed you already ai inflruments of hie glory to doej> 


thingf ; God hath by you opened fuch a door for 
( I believe ) hath not beene fince the dayes of 
phet. Now you have a precious PeaPfb in your 
have an opportunity , the Lord give-you heart j 


hands, now you 


flight 


but 
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but to improve it, for the honour of God, and for the good of 
his Church and People; you may ( I believe, if God give you 
hearts) beameanes, that wee may have Judget as at the fir(f t 

and Counfellors at at the beginning , then [hall Wee be called a 
City of rigbteouftuffe , and a faithfull City. Ifa. I. id. And then 
(ball Peace and Truth msete together , as Mofes m’t Aaron 
in the Mount of God, and they luffed each other, Exodus 4 27. 

And then (hall wee be a People whole governors, and govern* 
,»f*tflullbe (like in forme ) like unto the refemblance of that 
blefled forme, and frame of government , in Heavenly places, »• 
mongfl the blejfed Saints and Angelt\ which they do,( and the £lt& 
children of tyQiali^ enjoy to all Eternity, 

The confederation of that bleffed , and happy Government in 
Heaven drew mee to defire , that our uovernmtat apon 


Government in 


overnmint apon 


Earth, might be (in fome proportion ) like to it •, this was 


thefirft mover, (under g dj that caufed 


to write 


thefe few Lines, and it is the utmoft ( and 

onely) end of My Endeavours. 


FINI 



I mprimatur 

John Downtime. 


Dccemb. 28 . 1 ^ 4 ^ 
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